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Purpose of Study

Are students who score a 3 on the Advanced Placement 
test for Writing well served by exempting First year 
Writing requirements at University of North Carolina 
Charlotte?



Writing Analysis

Fig.2 Code Statistics, AP Scores 4 and 5
Fig. 1. Code Statistics, AP Scores of 3



Focus Groups

Most 4s and 5s could 
accurately define inquiry

Comfortable with using 
the library databases 

Demonstrated keen 
rhetorical awareness

More than 50% of 3s 
could not define inquiry

More likely to not be 
familiar with library and 
express frustration with 
research assignments

Demonstrated weaker 
rhetorical knowledge



Results and Implications

1) Students with an AP score of 3 should not be exempt from FYW.

2) Students with AP scores of 3 should be required to participate in 
additional research and writing practicum provided by  UWRT in 
partnership with Atkins Library, CxC and the WRC.

3) Faculty across disciplines should be provided with more support in 
teaching disciplinary genre and research methods across levels of the 
major.

4) LBST faculty should be provided instruction in how to teach genres in 
their discipline and/or in theories as well as practices of writing effective 
reflection assignments.

5) All AP students who exempt UWRT would be best served by taking 
amore advanced writing course, such as WRDS 2101 (Advanced 
Writing) or WRDS 3201 (The Effective Sentence). 


