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ABSTRACT

MADISON BRADBURN. Fans Like Us: Anti-shipping, Othering, and the Reauthoring of
Fandom. (Under the direction of DR. AARON A. TOSCANO)

The following thesis focuses on Anti- and Pro-shipping debates, their rhetorical
behaviors, and their impacts on fandom spaces. These debates center around “shipping,” the act
of romantically pairing characters from media in fan productions such as fanart and fanfiction.
Tensions have manifested between Anti- and Pro-shippers who disagree on aspects of shipping,
namely if shipping reflects a fan’s moral values. As a result, arguments have broken out online
and in fan spaces regarding what is and is not appropriate for fan production. Through inductive
coding and triangulation, this thesis analyzes the rhetorical strategies employed by both groups
as they engage in discussions regarding shipping on Twitter (X). This thesis posits that Anti-
shippers alter media fandom behavioral standards by going against previously agreed-upon
notions of fandom openness. This new practice is most prevalent when Anti-shippers attempt to
push out creative members using vitriolic messages that label Pro-shippers as sexual criminals.
These messages demonstrate a fandom paradigm shift where Anti-shippers sanction fellow fans
who produce erotic content by rhetorically constructing them as immoral and inappropriate for
wider public audiences. Further, by representing fictional characters as real, Anti-shipping
challenges conceptions of authorship, the role of the audience, and fiction’s place within the

world.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Fandoms, ““a culture developed around shared engagement of an interest” (Drouin 15),
have existed for decades, with members gathering online and in person to share ideas, fan works,
and companionship. Within these subcultures, some fans interpret romantic chemistry between
characters in fictional works and wish to consume or create content of them paired together.
These fans, previously known as “relationshippers,” are called “shippers” (Drouin 14). Shippers
play with texts, producing fan works based on romantic pairings of characters called ships. These
fan works are then shared with fandoms for fellow fans to enjoy. Looking at fan works; Henry
Jenkins puts forth a crucial metaphor for fandom studies. Describing Margery William’s fable,
The Velveteen Rabbit, Jenkins sees a toy altered through a child’s play as an accumulation of
loving gestures. Rather than viewing audience consumption negatively, Jenkins considers
fandom’s enjoyment of popular culture a similar act of love (51). This viewpoint has influenced
many researchers of fan studies to demonstrate the merits of fan creations. Across the field and in
the day-to-day, the idea that fans want to play with media through fan works has become more
commonplace (Rosenberg). However, debates have sparked within fandoms over what that play
entails, particularly regarding shipping, where the pairing of characters is contested. This
disagreement relates to Anti-shipping, which reinterprets shipping in fandom spaces as a
reflection of a fan’s morality rather than personal taste, thus challenging views on how fan works
and fiction should be approached.

While fandom has been observed as a “Gift Culture” (Chin 246), where fans are
encouraged to add to fan communities through the creation of fan artifacts (Jenkins 280), fans
have grown increasingly vicious towards one another regarding ships within their fan works

(Drouin 26). Ship wars, where fans fight over which romantic pairing in a property is best, have



happened. Take Twilight s, Team Edward or Team Jacob, for example. Also, fan sayings such as
Ship and Let Ship (S.A.L.S) and Don’t Like; Don’t Read (DL; DR) reflect the desire amongst
some fans to have ships be a personal matter. These sayings reminded fans not to engage with
content they do not enjoy while letting those who do enjoy shipping to indulge. However,
shipping conflicts, which Victor Larsen et al. describe as experiencing an increase in frequency
around 2016 (11), impact fandoms as Anti-shipping hostilities push creatives away from their
communities (Larsen et al. 5; Rosenberg). Unlike anti-fans, “people against a media or creator”
(Larsen et al. 31), Anti-shippers seek to police the ships of other individuals. To accomplish this,
Anti-shippers adopt rhetorical strategies, such as moral arguments, to exclude other fans from fan
spaces through accusations.

The following thesis focuses on the rhetorical strategies present within online fandom
discourse surrounding shipping observed through an analysis of 400 Anti- and Pro-shipper posts
on Twitter, also known as “X.” Throughout this project, “X” is referred to as Twitter (X) due to
the Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) linked to each tweet gathered being listed as directing to
Twitter.com, rather than X.com. Additionally, this thesis only focuses on Western conceptions of,
and arguments regarding, Anti- and Pro-shipping. As discussed later, what Anti- and Pro-
shipping are is not agreed upon by fans, and it should be understood that these debates vary
significantly between individual fans, fandoms, and cultures. Given that the tweets gathered were
all in English, readers should recognize that this analysis draws conclusions in the context of
Western cultures and ideologies that impact the conversations observed. While beyond the scope
of this thesis, future researchers could expand the scholarship on fandom by analyzing similar

texts in non-Western contexts.



Shipping debates have increasingly resulted in hostilities between fans and feature
cyberbullying, doxxing, and stalking (Drouin 83; Rosenburg 8). Building off the work of fandom
researchers concerned both with shipping and the social behaviors of fans, such as Mélanie
Bourdua, Bertha Chin, Renee Drouin, Henry Jenkins, Derek Johnson, Larsen et al., Allegra
Rosenberg, and other relevant internet research practices, this work aims to observe Anti- and
Pro-shipping rhetorical behaviors through the observation of Twitter (X) posts from ten different
fandoms. Through coding original posts and replies, this work will use inductive coding and
triangulation to ask how two opposing groups discuss shipping, interact, and engage in
rhetorically complex acts that impact shared spaces. Previous discussions around Anti-shipping
have frequently focused on Anti-shipping posts alone or a single or few fandoms at a time. This
thesis codes posts made across a broad range of fandoms alongside those previously researched
by the referenced works and Anti- and Pro-shipping tweets. Through these inclusions, this thesis
aims to observe both Anti- and Pro-shipping interactions directly and how, despite taking place
in a range of fandoms, shipping debates are shaping broader conceptions of fandom paradigms

regarding behavior and fiction.



Chapter 2: Literature Review

2.1 Fandoms

The term “fandom” encapsulates many ideas. Bourdaa states, “Fans are a culture of
participation, expressed through interactions, activities, activism, and sharing” (387). This
culture can develop around both fictional and nonfictional works. This thesis will focus on
fandoms that form around fictional properties. This type of fandom may be called literary
fandom, wherein “texts are written or controlled by copyright and license holders” (Sandvoss
22), or media fandom (Larsen et al. 9). In his work, Jenkins names five critical aspects of
fandoms, writing fandom “involves a particular mode of reception” (277), “a particular set of
critical and interpretive practice” (278), “constitutes a base for consumer activism” (278),
“possesses particular forms of cultural production, aesthetic traditions and practices” (279), and
“functions as an alternative social community” (280). Fandoms, being understood as
participatory cultures, have social structures. These structures come with hierarchies influenced
by the fans, texts, and producers (Sandvoss 21-22; Chin 244, 246-247). Derek Johnson argues
that “ongoing struggles for discursive dominance constitutes fandom as a hegemonic struggle
over interpretation and evaluation” (286). Chin calls fan hierarchies a “social game” (251) where
fans seek to gain and maintain social capital that will elevate their status and interpretations of
texts within a fandom’s social grouping (251).

Fandoms, being complex webs of social interactions, are, as Kristina Busse and Karen
Hellekson state, “fragmented and fragmentary” (8). They are “self-perpetuating, itself a continual
work in progress that cannot be shut down” (Busse and Hellekson 8). Fandoms are, in a sense,

99 ¢¢

amalgamations constructed through the creation of “social bonds,” “collective intelligence,”

“creative activities,” and “social engagements” (Bourdaa 385). They are locations of shared



experiences and those shared experiences themselves, both online and in-person. It is around
these locations that fans gather and share their fan creations, those being fan fiction, fan videos,
fan art, fan music (filk), and numerous other fan-produced texts or objects pertaining to the
media they enjoy. Bourdaa writes, “Fan’s productivity and creativity are one of the pillars of
fandom” (393). From this view, those who contribute to this productivity and creativity actively
build and perpetuate fandoms, adding to the cultural wealth of the space.
2.2 Shipping

The act of shipping is, despite occasions of turbulence, a highly prevalent part of fandom
spaces. As shown by Jenkins, the romantic pairing of characters is the focus of much fan
production, expressed through numerous mediums. Due to the creative contributions of fans to
fandom spaces, fandom studies take a particular interest in fan-created artifacts.
Throughout Textual Poachers, Jenkins explores the manifestations of these involvements,
describing fan productions of texts and meanings as an activity he names “not a solitary and
private process but rather a social and public one” (75). Given the social nature of these
productions, noncommunal behavior may be seen as falling outside the norm. Jenkins writes that
within fandoms, “Noncommunal behavior is read negatively, as a violation of the social contract
that binds fans together and often becomes the focus of collective outrage” (282). What counts as
communal behavior can differ from fandom to fandom, but Jenkins focuses on some relative
consistencies. One fundamental behavior is creation and openness to new fan creators. Jenkins
notes that within media fandoms is the idea that any individual “may be able to make a
contribution, however modest, to the cultural wealth of the larger community” (280). However,

while this behavior reflects the conception of fandoms as “gift cultures,” as discussed above, this



does not imply that fandoms lack hierarchies or internal and external struggles (Chin 246;
Johnson 287).

Several fandom scholars discuss shipping, the struggles related to the practice, and its
place within fandoms (Bourdaa; Larsen et al.; Drouin; Hills; Jenkins; Johnson; Rosenberg). The
practice has, arguably, been around since the inception of modern media fandom, which Jenkins
looks at in Textual Poachers with the Star Trek fandom and, briefly, in Convergence Culture:
Where Old and New Media Collide with Harry Potter fandom. Johnson uses the term “fan-
tagonism” to describe the “ongoing, competitive struggles between internal factions and external
institutions to discursively codify the fan-text-producer relationship according to their respective
interests” (287). Despite being commonplace within many fandoms, fans and media producers
do not always view shipping positively. Johnson points out while discussing the Buffy the
Vampire Slayer (1997) fandom, “Shippers often inhabit specialized online communities and
discussion venues, but this multiplicity of romantic permutations regularly puts shipper interests
in competition within larger Buffy fan communities” (288). If a fan community does not place
value on shipping or expresses disdain for the practice, arguments may arise.

2.3 Anti-shipping

Regardless of the value placed upon it, shipping has been a matter of personal taste for a
notable portion of modern media fandom. However, this mentality has seen a distinct shift within
the past decade, particularly around 2016, when a rise in an occurrence known as Anti-shipping
challenged this arrangement (Larsen et al. 11). While ship wars, arguments over which ships are
better have long existed, fandom sayings such as the aforementioned S.A.L.S, DL; DR, and
YKINMKBYKIOK, indicate that many fans leaned towards a mentality of enjoying their ships

while avoiding others. Anti-shipping practices stand out from previous fandom community



standards by arguing that an individual’s ships reflect their morality rather than a difference in
textual interpretation and/or fan enjoyment.

Before continuing, it must be noted that the terms used throughout this work, “Anti-
shipper” and “Pro-shipper,” are not agreed on. A significant part of the corpus observed for this
thesis focused on how fans define what Anti-shipping and Pro-shipping are. These definitions
can and do vary between fandoms and individuals. However, for this research, definitions had to
be selected and observed for the sake of setting parameters. These definitions are an exercise of
power and are not free from bias. By being upfront about this, I hope to not “aca-colonize
fandom” (Busse and Hellekson 25) by detrimentally exercising academic power over the spaces I
hold dear. Fandoms and the activities therein are profoundly complex and under constant
construction. This work recognizes that the definitions found within will not be definitions
everyone agrees with, but it also recognizes the reality that we must start somewhere when
engaging with analysis.

Larsen et al. define Anti-shipping as “opposing a ship of two fictional characters on a
moral basis” (5). Discussing one of her interviewees, Drouin writes, “Her belief that antis
‘believe they have this moral and ethical highground’ is among the most common recurring
theme across participants” (59). Although research into Anti-shipping is just beginning, the ties
between Anti-shippers and concepts of morality are clear. Anti-shippers can be seen as arguing
that a fan’s ships reflect their morals on a 1:1 basis or that the fiction one consumes reveals
definitive information about themselves. For instance, if a person reads fanfiction in which a
character abuses their partner, that fan must support romantic partner abuse. On the opposite side

of this argument is “the “pro-shipper,” or “anti-anti””” (Rosenberg). Pro-shippers oppose the idea



that what ships a fan enjoys correlates to their morals. This fundamental disagreement has caused
deep tensions online and in real-world fandom spaces.

Of further interest is how these disagreements occur between fans “despite their shared
identity markers of female and/or queer” (Drouin iii). Shipping has often been seen as a feminine
activity (Busse 105; Drouin 13; Jenkins 140; Larsen et al. 25). While discussing the Voltron:
Legendary Defender (VLD) fandom, Drouin notes that “perhaps ironically, the fandom is one of
the most diverse of all time, dominated by female and queer fans, known primarily as victims of
harassment in our scholarship, not the perpetrators” (2). According to Bridget Gelms, “online
harassment disproportionately targets women,” and that it “takes on additional dimensions for
LGBTQIA+ women” (180). Due to this, one of the key questions within Anti-shipping research
is, why are groups who are seen, typically, as targets of online abuse, engaging in harassment
against other individuals with similar demographics?

Within the ever-changing world of the internet, fandoms have grown more visible over
time. Fandom shipping practices are no longer hidden behind private email lists or blogs but are
on popular social media sites like Twitter (X). This increased visibility has been referred to as a
“context collapse,” wherein the previous contexts of private (or semi-private) internet spaces
have merged into a handful of large social platforms (Rosenberg). Due to this collapse, “NSFW
[Not Safe For Work] and erotic content became much more visible to and accessible by the
broader platformed public” (Rosenberg). As a result, individuals who were not meant to see it,
including the creators of the media fandoms form around, can come face to face with erotic
shipping practices. These erotic materials could reflect poorly on those who are posting them

publicly or on the people who are in close online orbit to such individuals. There is the potential



for judgment from outsiders as members of the public see erotic content away from websites
where it is generally expected.

Anti-shippers may have “an intrinsic desire to be seen as “good” fans in the eyes of that
potentially infinite, collapsed public” (Rosenberg) and engage in activities meant to push “bad”
fans away from public websites. To do this, Anti-shipping utilizes violent and inflammatory
language to exclude certain shippers from fandom. This language involves calling fans who do
not post approved content pedophiles, abusers, and incest enjoyers/apologists. After surveying
561 participants, Drouin names “Accusations of Pedophilia” and “Accusations of Incest” (52)
among the most common codes her work observed. The use of “cultural signifiers like

99 ¢¢

“pedophilic” “abusive” and “freak” to those who interact with and/or create certain fictional or
visual types of taboo pornography—Ilend power to the arsenal of an anti-shipper’s semantic
arguments, framing their moral perspective to outsiders in visceral simplicity” (Rosenberg). Due
to the cultural weight of these terms, arguing with Anti-shippers often puts Pro-shippers in the
position of appearing to support sexual deviancy. These terms have rhetorical power that places
Anti-shippers on a moral high ground at a glance. Individuals outside these arguments are
likelier to listen to those who claim to be cleaning a fandom of its bad actors, especially in an
online medium like Twitter (X), where the character count is limited and nuanced arguments
would necessarily need to be dragged out over the course of numerous posts.

These accusations impact fandom spaces. Jenkins describes fandom as a community that
recognizes “no clear-cut line between artists and consumers” where “all fans are potential writers
whose talents need to be discovered, nurtured, and promoted and who may be able to make a

contribution” (280). From this view, fan production is deeply embedded in fandom cultures.

However, Anti-shipping makes an effort to harass creators who produce content that does not
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adhere to shifting ideas of deviance, which lean on culturally charged terms. Anti-shippers often
resort to “violent methods of disaffiliation” (Rosenberg) to gain control over fandoms. These
methods include harassment and doxxing but may also involve real-life retaliation, including
stalking and physical confrontation (Drouin 83). In the face of these risks, some fans may leave
fan spaces altogether or create new spaces to avoid harassment.
2.4 N/ethnographies

To observe, code, and analyze the selected tweets, this thesis utilized ethnographic and
netnographic research methods. Beverly J. Moss defines ethnography as “a qualitative research
method that allows a researcher to gain a comprehensive view of the social interactions,
behaviors, and beliefs of a community or social group” (155), or more poetically as “a story told
jointly by the researcher and the members of the community” (154). Ethnographies look to give a
“thick description” (Geertz 10-14) of communities, social groups, and cultures (Moss 157). B.
Quarshie Smith adds, “Although by its very nature ethnographic research is qualitative,
quantitative methods can be incorporated into its design and analysis” (137). This thesis seeks to
provide a glimpse into the rhetoric used during shipping debates by two groups engaged in a
disagreement that has grown notably intense. To do this, this work includes quantitative
measures by observing and coding 400 tweets, 200 from each side of the Anti- and Pro-shipping
debate. The coding of these tweets, which utilizes both inductive coding and triangulation, adds a
quantitative dimension to this research by not only describing behaviors within fan discussions
but by demonstrating who engages in these behaviors, how often, and in what contexts.

Given that these discussions happen largely online and only tweets have been observed,
this project is what Felipe Addeo et al. name “A Pure Netnography,” which is “research that is

conducted only using data generated from online interactions” (17). This project includes no
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interviews or observations of in-person interactions. Although shipping debates can take place
offline in other fan spaces such as convention halls (Drouin 83), much of this phenomenon takes
place online, in both public spaces like Twitter (X) and private arenas like Direct Messages
(DMs). Addeo et al. write, “For the solely or primarily online phenomena, it is legitimate for
ethnographers to study community life and practices just by examining the member online
behavior” (17). As such, this work takes the Pure Netnographic approach, gathering tweets made
by publicly accessible accounts.

This type of research may be called “covert access or lurking,” where “the researcher
invisibly observes the community without informing people about the research and the
researcher’s presence within the groups with related ethical implications” (Addeo et al. 21).
Although this thesis selected only public! tweets, there are, as Addeo et al. note, ethical
implications to that selection. It has been argued that while “it may be legally defensible to freely
quote any fanwork found online” researchers have a “responsibility to ask permission from fan
creators before sharing their work in academic or other contexts” (Fathallah 251). There are
disagreements about the ethicality of referencing public works as documenting fan texts “within
an academic milieu for a different audience is an exercise of power” (Fathallah 252). However,
this project, considering the highly interactive and public nature of tweets, elected not to seek
user permission. As Addeo et al. point out, “Others consider a covert netnography as a
particularly suitable approach to investigate sensitive topics” (23) and given the harassment
experienced during research by other researchers such as Drouin, who spends a sizable portion of
her dissertation describing the harassment she received from Anti-shippers during her survey,

this project settled on covert observation, a protection strategy similarly utilized by Larsen et al.

! Individuals can decide to make their Twitter (X) account private at any time. The Tweets selected for this work
were public at the time of sampling but may not always remain so due to this.



12

As a member of fandom, | consider myself an acafan, a fan academic and a researcher.
Drouin writes that acafans “often have insider knowledge and a clear passion for the media”
(32). This insider knowledge and passion does have its advantages. For instance, Drouin details
that “fandom communities can feel belittled, stigmatized, and wary of researchers. Yet, due to
my position as a fan, | largely avoided this concern, as participants viewed me as trustworthy and
a member of the community” (33). This aspect did not impact this research as much, given that
covert observation was used. However, friends | have met through fandom have deeply
supported my research, wanting, as | do, to understand more about shipping debates. Their
encouragement has been extensively helpful throughout the years | have been curious about
fandom practices. Busse and Hellekson write of fan scholars, “We rarely speak as fan or scholar;
we rarely differentiate between academic and fannish audience, except perhaps in formality of
tone” (24-25). | share my work with fellow fans and have, throughout this project, sought their
feedback. They have repeatedly pointed me to conversations online that have inspired and
motivated me to continue pursuing this project.

Another critical factor that impacted this research was my familiarity with shipping,
having been involved with it for 14 years as a fanfiction writer. In the type of ethnography Moss
details: “Ethnographers who study their own community may already have access to almost all
facets of that community’s life, most likely have roles in the community that existed before the
study, and consciously or subconsciously know the rules of behavior within the community”
(161). As a member of fandoms, | am in online fan spaces daily and have seen or used many of
the terms observed in the tweets gathered. Busse and Hellekson write, “Within fan fiction itself,
a number of subgeneres are well recognized—particularly because many fandom-specific

categories exist” (10) and that fandom’s “use of acronyms and cryptic terms deliberately
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excludes those unaware of their meaning” (12). My familiarity with fandom genres and terms
allowed me to view tweets containing this information without confusion when | encountered
fandom terms such as S.A.L.S, DL; DR, and YKINMKBYKIOK. | have used and been around
those who use these terms, a reality that enabled me to better code the language observed within
these tweets. By understanding the language of fandom, I was able to assess the context and tone
of these tweets more accurately than an individual outside of fandom may have been.

However, being an acafan is not without its disadvantages. As Moss warns, “There is a
tendency for insiders to overlook patterns because they are not unique and strange” (167). Due to
this, there is the possibility that | took some actions and patterns of behavior for granted
throughout this project. Triangulation, wherein “Any patterns or impressions that the
ethnographer recognizes and forms throughout the ethnography are tested by comparing one
source of information with other sources in order to eliminate alternative explanations” (Moss
159), should help mitigate alternative explanations even if some continue to present. By
observing tweets containing both Anti- and Pro-shipping sentiments and tweets from different
fandoms, the codes for this project have been developed through multiple sources. Different
fandoms approach shipping debates in varying ways, and, as noted, what constitutes Anti- and
Pro-shipping is not fully agreed on. By including these differing aspects, throughlines began to
make themselves apparent. These consistencies gave way to a broader view of what these
debates entailed.

Additionally, bias must be considered. As Quarshie Smith writes, “Researchers who have
some relationship to the community under study have to be self-conscious about how that
relationship may affect judgment” (142). I identify as a Pro-shipper, a detail | expand upon later

in my analysis. Due to this, and to my argument being that shipping debates and Anti-shippers
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reauthor fandom spaces, there is bias in this research. In order to help balance this research, the
Pro-shipper tweets were sampled with the same method as the Anti-shipper tweets and analyzed
using the same codes utilized for the Anti-shipper posts. The development of these codes and
how these tweets were sampled are discussed in detail in Chapter 3: Methods.
2.5 Sociological Rhetoric

Given the highly social nature of fandoms and the fan interactions observed, this thesis
considers sociological rhetoric in analyzing the selected tweets. Describing sociological rhetoric,
C. H. Knoblauch writes, “The distinguishing theme of the sociological story about the meaning
of meaning is not its recognition of the importance of the social, which is common to all
rhetorical perspectives, but rather its privileging of the social as the conceptual starting point for
our understanding of discursive practice and the making of knowledge” (130). Fandoms, as
social communities, create their own standards of behavior and forms of knowledge through
complex collaboration. For example, through working together, fans create archives for fan
productions like fanfiction or shared spaces such as forums, enabling open communication. Due
to these actions, Jenkins posits that “fandom offers not so much as an escape from reality as
an alternative reality whose values may be more humane and democratic than those held by
mundane society” (280, emphasis added). As a kind of alternative reality, fandoms distinguish
themselves from their surrounding society, partly by way of identification between fans. This
distinguishing creates a subculture and, as a result, a social sphere that can hold particular norms
and ways of behavior. By viewing fandoms as social spaces, we can understand how fandoms
make knowledge and meaning through fan interactions. Kenneth Burke writes, “To identify A
with B is to make A “consubstantial” with B” (21) and that “A way of life is an acting-together;

and in acting together, men have common sensations, concepts, images, ideas, attitudes that
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make them consubstantial” (21). Fandoms are joint acts constructed by fans coming together to
share ideas, interpretations of texts, fan productions, and mutual enjoyment of the media they
consume. One fan is joined to another through their similar status as fans. They are made
consubstantial by way of their identifying together. This gathering, this joining of A to B,
spiderwebs out, and fandoms develop through these social engagements. If fans were not social
with one another, they would still be fans. To be a fan of it, one need not speak to anyone about
their enjoyment of a text. However, fandoms are the social constructions of fans interacting
together. Without this interaction, fandoms would not be present.

Considering sociological rhetoric, this work looks at writings by Burke, Thomas S. Kuhn,
and Raymond Williams. Additionally, this thesis utilizes Knoblauch’s writings on these theorists
as a guiding text. Sociological rhetoric lends itself well to investigations into fandom spaces and
behaviors since, as Knoblauch writes, “The sociological account of meaningfulness—valorizes
interhuman, communal consciousness (collective knowledge or ideological awareness), which
human beings produce through their engagement in shared practices of signification”
(Knoblauch 131). Fandoms, with their fan productions, websites, convention meet-ups, message
boards, archives, and more, have shared practices and knowledge. Any glance at fan production
hosting websites like Archiveofourown.org will reveal instances of this as fans mark, or “tag,”
their works with information about ships that fans craft and pass on to others.

Another prominent form of fan information lies in fan identifications, which can mark
fans as belonging to certain fandoms or subgroupings. Due to the importance of identifications in
fandoms and how fans may transcend previous identities, moving on from old ones, or be
forcefully placed into identities, Burke’s work can be applied to shipping debates and how they

attempt to define fans. Burke writes that “we are clearly in the region of rhetoric when
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considering the identification whereby a specialized activity makes one a participant in some
social or economic class” (28). When fans engage in the specialized activity of making and
sharing fan productions, they participate in fandom, joining a social grouping. Additionally, fans
can create further subgroups within fandoms, identifying themselves as a particular ‘type’ of fan.
This thesis looks at two such subgroups, Anti- and Pro-shippers. Burke details that
“Identification in itself is a kind of transcendence. For instance, since the individual is to some
extent from his group, an identifying of him with the group is by the same token a transcending
of his distinctness” (326). This concept of identification can be applied to fandoms. To identify
oneself as a member of a fandom is to separate oneself from non-fans. Fans separate themselves
from non-fans with terms such as “normies,” a term often used in a derogatory fashion to
indicate people who do not appreciate fandom or enjoy activities fandom members may devalue,
such as professional sporting programs. When fans separate themselves from “normies,” they
transcend that broader group of “normal” people, marking themselves as unique and, in some
cases, “better” for seeing the value of fictional media.

Following this concept of being better, fans who identify as Anti- or Pro-shippers can use
those identities to demonstrate why they are “better” fans. This is especially true as Anti-shippers
utilize rhetoric that positions Pro-shippers not only as “bad” fans but also as “bad” members of
society. These identifications may be taken on willingly, but as with these shipping debates, a fan
may forcibly identify another individual with a group they do not consider themselves a part of.
For example, identifying someone as an Anti- or Pro-shipper can be used as an insult, an
occurrence noted in the tweets observed. When forcefully identified with another groupa fan is
moved into a subcategory, transcending their previous placement. Once placed into this

subgrouping, it is difficult for an individual to return to a prior identification, especially if they
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have been accused of sexual crimes. Such accusations can mark a fan for a long time if not
forever, impacting their reputation.

Anti-shipping accusations can be seen as a push to change fandom standards by
redefining what is and is not acceptable within fan production and identifying fans along those
shifting lines of social acceptability. A fan is either “good” because they adhere to the new
community standards or “bad” because they do not. Kuhn’s work The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions discusses how science is socially constructed. Although Kuhn's work focuses on
scientific communities, his observations regarding individuals being trained to act within their
communities, learning specific ways of communicating and knowledge creation, and group
expectations can be used as a metaphor applicable to other instances of groups with standardized
ways of being. As social groups, fandoms demonstrate similar behaviors to scientific
communities in that there are forms of knowledge production and language specific to the
subcultures. As fans spend time in fandoms, they learn acronyms, phrases, common disputes, and
expectations, often through conversations with other fans who were present in the fandom before
them.

Such behaviors can be considered shared practices, where fans construct, interact with,
and learn behaviors commonly exhibited within fandom spaces. Knoblauch uses Kuhn’s text as
an example of how fields can be considered locations of these shared practices. Discussing how
Kuhn approaches “paradigms,” he writes that it is these paradigms that outline science’s “focuses
of attention, forms of necessary expertise, instrumental requirements, procedural rules—and its
very understanding of the nature of nature” (Knoblauch 133). Shared practices within fandoms
can be viewed as paradigms or “a variety of familiar notions” (Kuhn 11). This work considers

behaviors and ways of being that fandoms consider “normal” or “standard” as paradigms. A
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paradigm of fandom one might look at is the openness to contribution, where fans are viewed as
able to add their fan productions to the fandom (Jenkins 280). Although Kuhn discusses science,
his discussions of how paradigms undergo change can be applied to fandoms. Kuhn writes, “The
emergence of a paradigm affects the structure of the group that practices the field” (18).
However, since paradigms can be created, they can also be altered. Anti-shipping, with its move
to view shipping as a reflection of an individual’s morals, is an example of a paradigm being
altered despite previous community standards within fandoms. Discussing Kuhn, Knoblauch
writes, “The very concept of scientific progress, then, is synonymous with paradigm
replacement, understood as a struggle inside the scientific community, not to add the latest new
discovery to universal knowledge but to reconstruct its internal, historical consensus about how
to see the world” (136). When paradigms are replaced, changes occur within a field. What is
standard is shifted, and the field reflects those changes. Anti- and Pro-shipping represent a
struggle within fandom spaces to redefine standards. The strength of these debates reflects the
importance of paradigms within fandom communities.

Since fandom communities operate largely online, these struggles occur primarily within
written mediums where writing can be quickly posted and recirculated for other fans to see and
interact with. This work observes such written discourse currently impacting fandom on websites
that host fans. Raymond William’s “focus is specifically on how written discourse, including
literature, participates in the construction of culture” (Knoblauch 154). By posting online, either
through conversations on social media or forums or by sharing fan productions on sites like
Archiveofourown.com, fans contribute to the culture of fandoms. Knoblauch writes regarding
William’s work that “‘culture,’ is understood as the material, historically situated construction,

and ever-changing record, of meanings, ideas, values, and institutions that a society produces
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through practices of signification” (154). Fan productions and the shared meanings fans create
and engage with in fandom spaces both reflect and add to fandom culture. The “meanings, ideas,
values, and institutions” (Knoblauch 154) that fandoms create are fluid. Fan webpages can be
constructed and deleted. Fan spaces can be carved out one day and destroyed the next. What a
fandom looks like, acts like, contains, and values can all be changed by fans and struggled over.
This means that the authoring of fandoms is up for grabs. Since fandoms are created so heavily
through texts or online spaces mediated mainly by text, fandoms can be viewed both as texts and
locations; thus, William’s considerations of literature as a method of cultural construction are
applicable. Fans add to the culture and change it through written discourse. Given the increasing
presence of fandoms on social media websites, the circulation practices enabled by the internet

are liable to continue as an essential aspect of how discourse is communicated in the space.
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Chapter 3: Methods

For this thesis, 400 Twitter (X) posts were collected from individuals posting publicly
about ten different fandoms, including Hannibal (2013), Harry Potter (1997), Star Wars
(1977), Homestuck (2009), My Hero Academia (2014), Steven Universe (2013), Killing Stalking
(2016), Voltron: Legendary Defenders (2016), Supernatural (2005), and Genshin Impact (2020).
These fandoms were selected to demonstrate shipping debates across various media types.
Fandoms such as Hannibal and VLD have had their Anti-shipping presence researched by
Rosenberg and Drouin, respectively. Their inclusion acts as a throughline connecting previous
studies to this thesis. Star Wars and Harry Potter represent older fandoms that still see the
publication of new content, allowing new fans to intermingle with fans who have been involved
with their fandoms for years. Killing Stalking, Steven Universe, and Supernatural have seen their
primary content end even as fans continue to be active within fan spaces. while maintaining fan
engagement. Homestuck was originally selected to be one of these fandoms as well, but
Homestuck: Beyond Canon received a news update on October 30", 2023, with the promise of
monthly updates from November 1%, 2023, onwards (James). My Hero Academia and Genshin
Impact are new, notably active fandoms wherein the original content is ongoing.

Looking at these fandoms in more detail, their content accounts for a range of target
audiences. For example, Steven Universe (PG) aired on Cartoon Network. Meanwhile, Hannibal
(NC-17) and Supernatural (MA) regularly featured adult content and violence. Including
fandoms based around media aimed at various age demographics is highly relevant to discussing
age and morality within shipping debates. Additionally, this thesis looks at fandoms formed
around books (Harry Potter), movies (Star Wars), live-action television shows

(Hannibal and Supernatural), anime (My Hero Academia), cartoons (Steven Universe and VLD),
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webcomics (Killing Stalking and Homestuck), and video games (Genshin Impact). However,
many of these properties include other forms of media. For example, the Harry Potter books have
been made into movies and video games. This thesis does not differentiate between posts made
regarding differing intellectual property types. For example, one Star Wars tweet may speak of
the movies, while another discusses a cartoon spinoff series. Due to the interconnected and
sometimes unclear nature of which installment of a property users spoke of this thesis looks at
fandom interactions, not necessarily specific movies, books, games, or television series. By
investigating fandoms formed around various kinds of media, this thesis will demonstrate that
shipping debates are far from relegated to one ‘type’ of fandom.

The Twitter (X) posts selected fall into one of four key categories: Anti-ship Original
Post (ASOG), Pro-ship Original Post (PSOG), Anti-ship Reply (ASR), and Pro-ship Reply
(PSR). An original post is one that Twitter (X)’s algorithm has marked as such; whereas, a reply
is a tweet that Twitter (X) deemed a reply after the replies filter was applied. It might be simpler
to say that an original post is a tweet not made in direct response to another post, but this was not
always the case. Although generally true, original posts marked by Twitter (X) were not always
tweets made without responding to another post. For example, Threads and Quotes posed a
challenge to this research. Threads are strings of posts created by a user responding to their own
tweet. These tweets are original in that they represent a single user’s idea unless another user
jumps into the conversation. However, they are also replies in that the tweet actively responds to
another and can be considered a reply by Twitter (X). Quotes are posts made by “quoting”
another post, that is reacting to and linking a tweet. Quotes are replies in that they respond to
another tweet, but Twitter (X) presents them as original content and places them spatially above

the tweet they react to. Users can also manually link another tweet in their post or include
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screenshot images of another post, a common occurrence in a genre of post known as a “Call
Out” post.

Due to these complexities, this work strictly adhered to the Twitter (X) algorithm. If
Twitter (X) presented a tweet as an original post at the time of observation, it was sampled as
such. Similarly, if Twitter (X) presented a post as a reply after applying the replies filter at the
time of observation, it was considered a reply. This sampling sought to observe what an
individual might see upon searching for shipping conversations on Twitter (X). As such, Twitter
(X)’s algorithm was allowed to lead the way. These posts represent what a Twitter (X) user
searching relevant terms would find as the “Top,” most relevant posts according to the
platform’s algorithm, “original” tweets and “replies.” However, it can be generally understood
that replies are posts more involved in cross-user interaction while original posts tend to operate
as conversation starters.

At the time of writing, Twitter (X) is experiencing notable changes to its platform,
workforce, and algorithms. It is unknown the extent to which this may have impacted this
project. Due to the fluid, often ephemeral nature of these discussions and Twitter (X) as a social
media website, it cannot be guaranteed that the tweets or accounts observed here still exist.
These posts were gathered primarily between May 2023 and August 2023, with the replacement
posts for users with multiple accounts gathered between September 2023 and November 2023.

Ten posts were taken for each of the four categories, resulting in 40 posts per fandom for
a total of 400 posts. Algorithmically, these posts were curated by Twitter (X)’s search function
as those being the “Top” most engaged with (i.e., the most viewed, liked, commented on,
retweeted, bookmarked, and quoted). Each post was taken in order as it appeared according to

what Twitter (X) deemed most relevant to the search terms. The search terms utilized were
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recorded and, barring specialized searches regarding highly contested ships such as Reylo?,
generally include a configuration of ‘X fandom Anti/Pro-ship.”®. The final criteria for tweets
gathered were that they were originally written in English. Given that this research aims to study
the rhetoric used within shipping debates, it was determined that a translator would risk losing
linguistic aspects of the written posts if used.

To ensure the Twitter (X) algorithm selected only relevant posts, these tweets were
gathered using a puppet account linked to a Gmail account created exclusively for this thesis.
This account followed no other users, expressed no interests beyond those selections required to
set up an account, made no posts, performed no searches beyond project demands, and viewed
no posts other than those selected for study. These precautions were taken to eliminate, as far as
possible within the complex realities of digital footprints, any bias held by the researcher that
may have been reflected through the algorithm had a personal account been used. To allow for
triangulation, each selected post represents, as far as can be confirmed, a new individual to
reduce the chances of a single voice dominating the sample. However, while some tweets were
replaced due to the discovery that their authors had other tweets of theirs gathered from other
accounts, it cannot be fully guaranteed that each tweet comes from a unique individual. It is not
uncommon for Twitter (X) users to have more than one account, and it is beyond the ability of
this research to vet whether these accounts are connected to each other in any way.

The codes used to analyze the selected tweets were developed from a 36-tweet sample.
Three posts of each of the four categories were pulled from three fandoms chosen using random
number generation. The randomly generated fandoms were Harry Potter, Hannibal, and Star

Wars. The tweets pulled from each fandom were the top three most interacted with posts within

2 Reylo is a Star Wars ship between characters Kylo Ren and Rey
3 The search terms utilized for each fandom can be found in Appendix A: Search Terms Utilized by Fandom.
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the four post-type categories. These 36 posts were coded using inductive coding wherein patterns
in the tweets were observed and developed into codes that could, in turn, be applied to the total
sample. These tweets did not necessarily contain the most notable instances of violent language
observed across the samples. Instead, this coding scheme reflects common examples of behavior
and broad ideas. This process gave rise to eight main codes: Disapproval [DIS], Conversations
About Ships [CAS], Morality Rhetoric [M], Discussions of Space [DS], Defining Attempts
[DA], Fear [F], Discussions of Age [DOA], and Perceived Disconnects in Identity and Behavior
[PDIB]. During the coding of the total 400 tweet sample, a ninth main code was developed in
response to the data: Connections [C]. These main codes were broken down into 20 subcodes.
The main codes and their subcodes are addressed in further detail in the following results

section®.

4 A visualization of the results detailed in Chapter 4 can be found in Appendix B: Graphs of Coding Results.
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Chapter 4: Results
The following chapter outlines the results of inductive coding used on the 400-tweet
sample: first, it describes the main code and its overall appearance throughout the data; then, it
details its subcodes and discusses the code as it manifested within the contexts of the

conversations observed.

4.1 Main Code One: [DIS]

Main code [DIS], Disapproval, recorded instances wherein the observed Twitter (X) users
expressed disapproval. [DIS] was broken down into four subcodes: [DISa], Disapproval of a
Person or Group, [DISb], Disapproval of a Behavior [DISb], [DISc] Disapproval of a Ship or
Ship Type, and [DISd], Disapproval of Textual Interpretation. Due to double coding, [DIS]
appeared in 110.5% of the sampled tweets when all four subcodes were considered, being coded
542 times. Some form of disapproval was present in the majority of posts gathered, with 296
individual posts being coded as containing at least one subcode. Pro-ship tweets contained more
language coded as [DIS] than Anti-ship posts. Amongst Pro-ship tweets, [DIS] subcodes were

observed 278 times. Within Anti-ship posts, [DIS] subcodes were observed 264 times.

4.1.1 Subcode [DISa]

[DISa], Disapproval of a Person or Group, consisted primarily of accusations and
derogatory language, including using the terms “Antis,” “Anti-shippers,” “Antiship,” “Pros,”
“Pro-shippers,” and “Proship” as direct insults. [DISa] was coded 69 times, found in 17.25% of
the total sample. Looking at Anti- and Pro-ship posts separately, [DISa] was observed in 49 Anti-
ship posts, 24.5% of their sampled tweets. This subcode arose most frequently from original

posts, being coded 28 times while the replies contained 21 instances of [DISa]. Meanwhile, 20
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Pro-ship posts were recorded as displaying [DISa], 10% of their posts. Among the Pro-ship

tweets, nine original posts contained [DISa], while 11 replies demonstrated the subcode.

4.1.2 Subcode [DISb]

[DISb], Disapproval of a Behavior, covered instances where one user expressed
disapproval towards the actions or behaviors of another individual or a group. [DISb] occurred
within 53.25% of the total sample, across 213 posts. This subcode appeared at a fairly consistent
rate between Anti- and Pro-shipper posts. Within Pro-shipper posts, [DISb] was coded in 113
tweets, 56.50% of posts. Of the Pro-ship tweets, 55 original posts were observed as containing
[DISb] while 58 replies demonstrated the subcode. One hundred Anti-shipper posts were coded
as displaying [DISb], 50% of their posts. Looking at original posts and replies, Anti-ship original

posts were marked as expressing [DISb] 51 times while replies contained the subcode 49 times.

4.1.3 Subcode [DISc]

[DISc], Disapproval of a Ship or Ship Type, recorded expressions of disapproval towards
a specific ship or what I name a “ship type,” that is a type of ship configuration such as siblings,
minor and an adult, or human and a nonhuman entity. Due to the blurring of lines between ships
and shipping as a behavior, [DISc] invariably double-coded frequently with [DISb]. Overall,
[DISc] was coded for within 25% of the full 400 tweet sample, occurring 100 times. Anti-ship
posts contributed 95 tweets to this total, 47.5% of their posts. 44 of the coded [DISc]
appearances amongst Anti-ship tweets came from original posts and 51 came from replies.
Across the Pro-ship tweets, five instances of [DISc] were observed, 2.5% of their posts. Two of

these instances were found in original posts, while the remaining three came from replies.
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4.1.4 Subcode [DISd]

[DISd], Disapproval of Textual Interpretation, coded times when a user questioned
another fan’s interpretation of a given fandom’s source material or their understanding of that
material’s creators. [DISd] was coded in 60 posts, 15% of the gathered tweets, most of which
occurred in Pro-ship tweets. [DISd] was marked present in 40 Pro-ship tweets, 20% of the time.
25 of these appearances were observed in original posts, and 15 were observed in replies. Within
the Anti-ship posts, [DISd] was coded 20 times, in 10% of their sample. Six appeared from
original posts, and the remaining 14 appeared in replies.

4.1.5 Main Code [DIS] Discussion

Disapproval, [DIS], was the most common code found throughout the gathered tweets, an
expected occurrence giving these discussions center around a disagreement. [DISb] was the most
common of all the subcodes. Both Anti- and Pro-ship tweets pointed to a described other
behaving “badly.” [DISb] was one of the few things Anti- and Pro-ship posts could agree upon:
that those they argued against were bad actors. Every single fandom observed demonstrated
[DISb] at a relatively similar rate, with Homestuck tweets containing the subcode the least, 15
times, and Supernatural tweets containing it the most, 26 times. Additionally, there were
instances of [DISb] double-codeding with [DA], when while defining Anti- or Pro-shippers, a
user also described disapproval towards them through their very definition. [DISc] was the
second most common subcode: Anti-ship tweets included disliking a ship 95 out of the 100
[DISc] occurrences, a trend discussed later regarding main code [CAS], subcode [CASa]. [DISa]
included insults, where it was noted that sometimes merely to call someone an Anti- or Pro-
shipper was to insult them. This points to the heavy dislike between these groups, where simply

being a member of one side or the other is seen negatively. This pattern is also visible in main
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code [C], discussed later. The least common [DIS] subcode, [DISc], demonstrated the
importance of the source material or the creators. Within these conversations, despite discussing
fiction that they have the power to play with through fan productions, canon was highly
important. Users would ask each other if they had consumed the source material or if they were
more concerned about arguing over ships. They would also ask how a person could behave in the
ways they did while being a fan of certain materials, an occurrence which overlapped with the

final main code [PDIB] addressed below.

4.2 Main Code Two: [CAS]

Main code [CAS], Conversations About Ships, recorded tweets that contained discussions
of ships not covered by [DISc], those being non-negative mentions of ships or ship types. [CAS]
was split into two subcodes: [CASa], Personal Enjoyment of Ships, and [CASb] Neutral
Discussions of Ships. Given that Anti- and Pro-shipping debates center around shipping, it
follows that [CAS] would be amongst the top occurring codes, being coded 186 times within the
400-tweet sample, present 46.5% of the time, and appearing in 161 separate tweets. [CAS] was
most frequent in Pro-ship posts, where at least one of its subcodes was noted 168 times. This

code appeared far less often in Anti-ship posts, being recorded 18 times.

4.2.1 Subcode [CASa]

[CASa], Personal Enjoyment of Ships, tracked when an individual indicated they liked a
ship. These positive discussions occurred in 43 out of the 400 tweets, 10.75% of the time. The
majority of the tweets coded as containing [CASa] were Pro-ship posts, with 38, 19%, of their
posts being marked with the subcode. 20 of these tweets were original posts, while 18 were
replies. Only five tweets belonging to the Anti-ship posts were recorded as displaying [CASa],

2.5%, with two coded tweets being original posts and the other three being replies.
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4.2.2 Subcode [CASD]

[CASDb], Neutral Discussions of Ships, observed instances where shipping was marked as
a key aspect of the discussions. [CASb] mainly acted to clarify and set the boundaries regarding
what the tweets were about. Across the sample, [CASb] was coded 143 times, being found in
35.75% of all gathered tweets. [CASb] was recorded far more often within Pro-ship posts, being
observed 130 times, 65% of the time. Among these occurrences, 57 were original posts, while 73
were replies. Across the Anti-ship posts, [CASb] was coded 13 times, or in 3.25% of the tweets.
Four of these occurrences were original posts, and nine were replies.
4.2.3 Main Code [CAS] Discussion

Perhaps the most striking thing about [CAS] was the occurrence patterns within [CASa].
Despite these conversations involving ships and debating over which ships are okay to enjoy, the
occurrence of [CASa] was fairly low throughout the sample. Pro-ship posts mentioned ships the
user liked 38 times, while Anti-ship posts contained this activity only five times. In comparison,
Anti-ship posts argued that someone else’s ship was bad, [DISc], 95 times, more than 19 times as
often as they indicated enjoying a ship. Pro-ship posts indicated dislike of another ship five
times, just over seven times less than their indication of ship enjoyment. The differences in these
subcode appearances are very telling for what each group gets out of ship discussions. While
Pro-shippers come to these conversations wanting to discuss their ships, Anti-shippers want to
express dislike of another fan’s ships. Contributing to this idea is that within this sample, Pro-
ship posts were also far more involved in neutral shipping discussions, an activity these users
participated in ten times as often as Anti-ship posters. Not only were the Anti-ship posts sampled
here largely uninterested in discussing ships they enjoyed, but they also did not often discuss

ships from the point of neutrality.
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4.3 Main Code Three: [M]

Main code [M], Morality Rhetoric, observed language across the tweets which pointed to
morality as an essential aspect of shipping discussions. As noted, fandoms aimed at younger
audiences still see explicit fan creations. This occurrence can cause debates amongst fans about
the place of erotica regarding media not intended for an adult audience, and rhetorically heavy
terms such as “pedophilia” appear frequently in shipping discussions. Fans may argue that the
creation of adult content about shows aimed at a younger demographic or about characters who
are canonically minors constitutes a form of grooming. However, these terms may also be
present due to their ability to quickly turn outside audiences against an individual. [M] was split
into two subcodes: Direct Discussions of Morality [Ma] and Indirect Discussions of Morality
[Mb]. As a main code, [M] was coded for 39.75% of the time, appearing 159 times and in 158
tweets, with only a single instance of a tweet being coded as containing both subcodes. [M] was
more present in Anti-ship posts, being coded 83 times. Within Pro-ship posts, [M] appeared 76

times.

4.3.1 Subcode [Ma]
[Ma], Direct Discussions of Morality, tracked the use of direct language regarding

29 ¢

morality, e.g., the terms “morals,” “morality,” and “immoral.” [Ma] appeared in 9 out of the 400
tweets, 2.25% of the time. Eight of these instances were in Pro-ship posts, in 4% of their posts.

Four occurrences were noted in original posts, while the other four were located among replies.

Anti-ship posts contained a single instance [Ma], 0.5% of their tweets, where it appeared in a

reply.
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4.3.2 Subcode [Mb]

[Mb], Indirect Discussions of Morality, occurred much more frequently. This subcode
tracked mentions of disgust and accusations of morally reprehensible behaviors such as
pedophilia, abuse, rape, cyberbullying, and harassment. In total, [Mb] was present in 150 tweets,
appearing 37.5% of the time. [Mb] was coded most frequently in Anti-ship posts, where it was
present in 82 tweets, 41% of their posts. Thirty-five of the noted appearances were in original
posts, whereas 47 were observed in replies. Within the Pro-ship posts collected, [Mb] was coded
68 times, being present in 34% of their sample. These appearances were split somewhat equally,

with 31 original posts being coded as containing [Mb] and 37 replies being marked.

4.3.3 Main Code [M] Discussion

[M] was a rather complex code. Due to conversations around erotic material, particularly
in concern with media aimed at a younger demographic or containing characters that were
minors, moral arguments were frequent. While the term “moral” was not used often, language
that pointed to larger social conceptions of morality was. Whether or not some of the moral
arguments recorded were made in good faith is a difficult question. However, regardless of this
belief, morality rhetoric, especially when it comes to protecting children, is effective. Some of
the terms used often that were coded as [Mb] include “pedophilia,” “incest,” and “abuse.” For
example, @azacialeaf tweets, “why proshipping makes you a terrible person. 1: it might be
fiction, but you still find pleasure in seeing minors and siblings having sex. 2: most proshippers
draw r34° of games or cartoons that children would see”® (joel [@azacialeaf]). Direct references

to morals, [Ma], occurred primarily in Pro-ship tweets, while indirect references, [Mb], occurred

more often in Anti-ship posts. Additionally, while Anti-ship posts frequently accused others of

® 134 is used here as a shorthand for pornography.
5 No tweet throughout this work has been altered by the author.
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moral failings, mentions of morals within Pro-ship posts often included pushing back against

those accusations.

4.4 Main Code Four: [DS]

Main code [DS], Discussions of Space, marked when fans treated fandoms as spaces.
While not physical locations one can visit, fandoms can be “visited” by interacting with other
fans on social media and by going to fan websites, blogs, Reddit pages, Discord servers, or other
platforms fans coalesce on. [DS] was separated into two subcodes, [DSa], Negative Opinions of
a Space and [DSb] Indications of Changes Within a Space. It should be noted that positive
opinions of a space were not coded as it was observed only once within the sample where it was
located beside language coded as [DSa] (Restless [(@Restless_]). Within the total sample, [DS]
was coded 96 times, being present across 24% of the tweets gathered and noted in 87 separate
tweets. Overall, Pro-ship tweets discussed space more often, with [DS] subcodes being observed

64 times. Across the Anti-ship posts, [DS] subcodes appeared 32 times.

4.4.1 Subcode [DSa]

[DSa], Negative Opinions of a Space, was coded 76 times across the 400 gathered tweets,
appearing 19% of the time. Most tweets coded as containing [DSa] were Pro-ship posts, with 48
tracked occurrences, 24% of their total posts. Among these tweets, 18 original posts were marked
as demonstrating [DSa], while 30 were replies. Within Anti-ship tweets, 28 total were noted as
containing the subcode, 14% of the sample. Anti-ship [DSa] appearances were split almost
evenly between post types, with 15 being original posts and 13 being replies.

4.4.2 Subcode [DSDb]
[DSb], Indication of Changes Within a Space, was recorded in 20 tweets, 5% of the total

sample. [DSb] was found more frequently in Pro-ship posts, appearing 16 times across their
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tweets. Five marked tweets were original posts; whereas, the remaining 11 Pro-ship posts marked
as [DSb] were replies. Looking at the Anti-ship posts, this subcode appeared four times,
occurring in 2% of their posts. Three of these tweets were original posts, while the remaining one
was a reply.

4.4.3 Main Code [DS] Discussion

One of the most notable aspects of coding [DS] was the overlaps between [DSa] and
[DSb], where changes within fandom spaces were linked to viewing that space negatively. For
example, @somaybelikeno writes, “I know we often gush about how big reylo is compared to
other star wars ships, but in all honestly the destruction of those fandom spaces those ships could
have had because of anti behavior is nothing short of tragic” (SMLN, Loki spoilers
[@somaybelikeno]). This tweet, coded as both [DSa] and [DSb], relates a negative view of a
fandom not because it holds a poor reputation or because the poster does not like it but because
the fandom space lacks specific ship spaces. According to this post, those ship spaces have been
destroyed, a negative and “tragic” form of change. As noted, only one post included a positive
view of a fandom space, a surprising occurrence given the specific social connections made
possible through fandom and the importance of fandoms in many fans’ lives.

4.5 Main Code Five: [C]

Main code [C], Connections, records petitions for connection or disconnection within the
gathered tweets. Such occurrences were frequent in introductory style tweets, where a user, while
describing who they were, asked for certain kinds of interactions or for disliked individuals to
leave them alone. [C] has been divided into two subcodes: [Ca], Petitions for Connection, and

[CDb], Petitions for Disconnection. As a main code, [C] appeared 67 times, 16.75% of the time,
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and was noted in 58 separate posts. Anti-ship posts contained [C] most often, with the relevant

subcodes being observed 38 times. Amongst Pro-ship tweets, [C] was recorded 29 times.

4.5.1 Subcode [Ca]

[Ca], Petitions for Connection, included such tweets as introductions and Before You
Follow (BYF) posts. These tweets ask for mutual followers (moots) or general engagement from
fellow fans. [Ca] was coded 20 times, in 5% of the gathered tweets. Interestingly, [Ca] was
observed the same number of times between Anti- and Pro-ship posts, the 20 total occurrences
being split evenly across the groups. [Ca] was noted in 10 Anti-ship posts, appearing 5% of the
time. Nine coded tweets were original posts, with the last remaining one being a reply. [Ca] was
also coded in 10 Pro-ship posts, appearing 5% of the time. Nine tweets coded as [Ca] were

original posts, with the remaining tweet being a reply.

4.5.2 Subcode [CDb]

[Cb], Petitions for Disconnections, included behaviors such as users threatening to block
each other, thereby cutting off access to their account, and Do Not Interact (DNI) posts which tell
readers who a user is not interested in engaging with. [Cb] was coded 47 times, appearing in
11.75% of the same. The majority of the tweets coded as [Cb] were Anti-ship posts where the
subcode was marked as present in 28 tweets, 14% of the time. Most of the coded Anti-ship
tweets were original posts, being marked as containing [Cb] 22 times. The remaining six coded
posts were replies. Amongst the Pro-ship posts, [Cb] was tracked 19 times, 9.5% of the time.
Most of these tweets were original posts where [Cb] was noted 11 times. The remaining eight

coded posts were replies.
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4.5.3 Main Code [C] Discussion

Main code [C] provided some interesting insights, namely that although both Anti- and
Pro-ship posts made it clear they wanted to connect with other fans, disconnection was also on
their mind. Both the Anti- and Pro-ship posts displayed [Ca] 10 times, with their posts split
identically between original posts and replies. While 20 posts certainly cannot prove that Anti-
and Pro-shippers across the board desire to connect with like-minded fans at the same rate, the
[Ca] code here is still fascinating. Despite the arguments, fans still want to connect to some
extent, but, in the case of these posts, only with people they agree with. There was no recorded
occurrence of an Anti-ship post that included wanting to make a connection with Pro-shippers, or
of a Pro-ship post mentioning wanting to interact with Anti-shippers. [Cb] occurred more often
than [Ca], with users writing about who they did not want to interact with and pushing other fans
away. Fandoms may be social spaces, but not all social interaction is welcome. Both Anti- and
Pro-ship posts contained [Cb], although Anti-ship posts displayed the behavior nine times more
than Pro-ship tweets. The tweets taken regarding the Homestuck fandom included [Cb] most
often, where it was coded nine times. Homestuck was also one of the four fandoms to lack any
posts containing [Ca]. The other three fandoms that fell into this category were My Hero
Academia, Hannibal, and Killing Stalking.

4.6 Main Code Six: [DA]

Main code [DA], Defining Attempts, was observed when users attempted to define
themselves or their perceived other. For example, when an Anti-shipper described what Anti-
shipping is or what Pro-shipping is. This thesis observes definitions given by Larsen et al. and
Rosenberg. However, this work also recognizes that what Anti- and Pro-shipping are is not

universally agreed upon within fandoms. [DA] represents an effort to record how fans, actively
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involved in the discourse, define themselves and other individuals. [DA] was split into two
subcodes, [DAa], Definitions of Others, and [DAb], Definitions of Self. [DA] was recorded 45
times across the total sample, being present 11.25% of the time and located in 34 unique tweets.
Pro-ship posts participated in [DA] most often, with defining subcodes being observed 32 times.

Throughout the Anti-ship tweets, [DA] was noted 13 times.

4.6.1 Subcode [DAa]

[DAa], Definitions of Others, where an individual provided a definition for, or
description of, a group they were not a part of, was noted in 33 posts, appearing in 8.25% of the
total sample. The majority of these defining attempts were located in Pro-ship tweets where
[DAa] was coded 21 times, within 10.5% of their tweets. Six of these tweets were original posts,
while the bulk, 15 posts, were replies. From the Anti-ship posts, 12 were coded as demonstrating
[DAa], 6% of their sample. Four of these coded tweets were original posts, with the remaining
eight being replies.

4.6.2 Subcode [DAD]

[DADb], Definitions of Self, where a user defined or described themselves or a group they
were a part of, was coded for in 12 tweets, appearing 3% of the time. Pro-ship posts engaged in
this activity the most, with 11 posts coded as demonstrating [DADb], 5.5% of their sample. Only
one Pro-ship original post was marked as containing [DADb], the majority 10 instances coming
from replies. A single Anti-ship [DAb] tweet was recorded where a self-definition was given in
an original post.

4.6.3 Main Code [DA] Discussion
Across this data, [DAa] appeared more than twice as much as [DAb]. Interestingly,

[DADb] was not present in the original 36-post sample, and, while noted in the full 400 tweets, it
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was still relatively sparse. [DA] was primarily a ground for defining others, where users chose
more often to outline who someone else was or what another group did. [DAa] and [DADb] often
occurred in a single tweet. For example, one PSR read, “The "pro" means opposite of "anti". On
Tumblr they started calling themselves anti-[ship name] (back then it was, like, Zutara’ and

Voltron stuff), so in response to that people who were trying to enjoy their ships started calling
themselves pro-[ship name]” (prx> = ® [@deusericusl]). Additionally, posts related to VLD, a

fandom noted frequently by users observed for this project and researchers as central to the
growth of Anti- and Pro-shipping arguments, displayed instances of [DAa] and [DAb] more than
any other fandom. This may indicate that the fandom is particularly concerned with shipping
arguments and is still participating in shaping them. Several Defining Attempts pointed back

to VLD, naming the fandom as an essential figure in these discussions.

4.7 Main Code Seven: [F]

Main code [F], Fear, tracked instances of fear, experienced or caused, within the tweets
gathered. [F] was split into two subcodes: [Fa], Witnessing or Experiencing Fear Causing
Behavior, and [Fb], Performing Fear Causing Behavior. [F] was coded 44 times, appearing in
11% of the total sample, and was noted in 44 unique posts with no overlap between subcodes.
Pro-ship tweets contained [F] most often, with the relevant subcodes being recorded 32 times.

Anti-ship tweets contained [F] subcodes 12 times.

4.7.1 Subcode [Fa]
[Fa], Witnessing or Experiencing Fear Causing Behavior, observed times when a user
indicated that they had witnessed someone else experience an action that could cause fear, such

as harassment, or had been on the receiving end of those actions themselves. It should be noted

7 Zutara is a ship between Avatar: The Last Airbender’s Zuko and Katara
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that [Fa] was coded for even if the user did not appear afraid. For example, one user wrote that
they had been threatened, joking about it in their tweet by writing, “Someone "threatened" to put
me on a proship list for star wars tiktok and I'm like ok? Where is this list? I better be number 1.
The list has yet to be revealed smh I was put on this list for saying Arthur MorganxObi-Wan
Kenobi btw lol” (ObiNob [@obi_nob_kenobi]). Despite the lighthearted nature of the tweet, it
was coded as [Fa] as the user indicated experiencing a threat. [Fa] was present in 40 posts, 10%
of the total 400 tweets gathered. Pro-ship posts were coded as containing [Fa] most often, the
subcode being observed 31 times, in 15.5% of their tweets. Thirteen [Fa] coded tweets came
from Pro-ship original posts, while 18 came from replies. Nine Anti-ship posts were coded as
demonstrating [Fa], present in 4.5% of their tweets. [Fa] was split almost evenly across the Anti-

ship tweets, with five coded instances appearing in original posts and four appearing in replies.

4.7.2 Subcode [Fb]

[Fb], Performing Fear Causing Behavior, noted when a user threatened another or
encouraged others to do the same. [Fb] was observed in four tweets, 1% of the total sample.
Three of these instances came from Anti-ship tweets, being present in 1.5% of their tweets. Two
Anti-ship tweets coded as [Fb] were original posts, while the remaining tweet was a reply. Only
one instance of [Fb] was coded for within Pro-ship tweets, accounting for 0.5% of their sample.
This single instance was in an original post.

4.7.3 Main Code [F] Discussion

The difference in frequency between [Fa] and [Fb] is significant and may seem jarring at
first glance. [Fa] indicated that users had experienced or witnessed behavior that could cause
fear. However, that behavior did not appear often in the data. In fact, [Fb] occurred the least out

of every subcode. However, this does not mean that [Fb] should be discounted. Harassment can
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occur through more than public posts, and some users who spoke of experiencing threats may
have received them through direct messages (DMs), more private internet platforms such as
Discord, or in real life. Ultimately, it would be impossible to account for every private attack.
Therefore, [Fb] should still be taken seriously despite this sample’s infrequency of public threats.
It should also be noted that one PSR did indicate fear causing behavior with the poster writing, “I
do this just to scare antis from tik tok But I really love them all (I have million other ships but
this are my fav)” (wert [(@wertisdumb]). This action was not specified in this post; however, it
would be remiss to claim that only Anti-shippers can display these behaviors.

4.8 Main Code Eight: [DOA]

Main code [DOA], Discussions of Age, recorded instances wherein a user described their
own age, that Anti-shippers were of a “younger” age demographic, or that Pro-shippers were of
an “older” age demographic. This main code was created due to age being brought up by
previous shipping researchers and research participants, as described by Drouin and Larsen et al.
What constitutes “younger” and “older” is blurry, given the subjectivity of the terms. For the
purpose of this research, “younger” is considered one through 19 years of age with a primary
focus on teenagers given the occurrence of nicknames for Anti-shippers such as “puriteens”

(7=ursula [@ecphrasis]; ibuprofano 69mg [@apathy syndrome]) being used. Due to this, “older”
is considered here to be anyone 20 or older. [DOA] has been split into three subcodes: [DOAa],
Anti-shippers Are “Younger,” [DOAb], Pro-shippers Are “Older,” and [DOAc], Personal
Indications of Age. Although not coded for, it should be mentioned that Pro-shippers were
described as 14 twice (dvd normal & 63 [@komaedeads]; shezhead arc [@flamingarc]).
Additionally, Anti-shippers were never described as being “older.” [DOA] was recorded 36

times, being present in 9% of the overall sample and found within 29 unique posts. Anti-ship
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tweets were recorded as containing [DOA] subcodes 24 times. Across the Pro-ship posts, these

subcodes were observed 12 times.

4.8.1 Subcode [DOAa]

[DOAa], Anti-shippers Are “Younger,” was coded seven times across the sample,
appearing in 1.75% of posts, most of which came from Pro-ship tweets. Five Pro-ship tweets
were coded as containing [DOAa], being present 2.5% of the time. Three tweets were original
posts, while the remaining two were replies. Anti-ship posts named Anti-shippers as “younger”

twice, 1% of the time. Both instances were coded for within replies.

4.8.2 Subcode [DOAD]

[DOAD], Pro-shippers Are “Older,” was recorded 14 times, being present in 3.5% of
posts. The majority of tweets coded as containing [DOADb] were Anti-ship posts where the
subcode appeared 13 times. Of these tweets, eight were original posts, and five were replies.
Across the Pro-ship tweets, [DOAb] was coded once, that single instance being an original post.
4.8.3 Subcode [DOACc]

[DOAC], Personal Indications of Age, observed when a user indicated their age, directly
or indirectly. Some users would write that they were a specific age, such as 16, while others
would hint at their age, such as by saying, “Spending most of my teen years to 20ishin fandoms”

(alexology.bsky.social @alexology@socel.net [@AlexologyArt]). Across all samples,

[DOACc] was recorded 15 times, being present in 3.75% of the gathered tweets. Anti-ship posts
displayed this language most often, with [DOAc] being noted nine times, in 4.5% of their posts.
Six occurrences came from original posts, while the remaining three were coded in replies. The

Pro-ship posts show users engaged in [DOAc] six times, in 3% of their posts. These instances
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were split evenly, with three original Pro-ship posts being marked as having [DOAc] and three

replies being recorded.

4.8.4 Main Code [DOA] Discussion

[DOACc] was performed most frequently out of the [DOA] subcodes, although not by
much. Within this subcode, Anti-ship posters indicated that they were minors four times. Within
two posts, they directly stated that they were about the age of 18, while in three posts, they
alluded to their age by recalling events from when they were younger, implying at least that they
were no longer that younger age or as if the case for one post by simply saying “I’m fucking old”

(The Rizzler @ 4 ® (Leo) [@Kaeru legs]). Pro-ship posts never contained an instance where

the user wrote that they were a minor. Pro-ship posts also never included a direct statement of
age. Rather, these posts contained statements that conveyed the user was above 18. Within this
data, Pro-shippers were generally seen as “older” and noted themselves as such. However, while
Anti-shippers were always seen as “younger,” this was not always the case when Anti-ship posts
included age. While this was a relatively small data pool, it should be considered that not all
Anti-shippers are “younger” and that their arguments are not relegated to one age demographic.
Further, Anti-shippers, like everyone else, age; therefore, the idea that Anti-shippers are younger
may change as time goes on if current younger Anti-shippers continue to be such.

4.9 Main Code Nine: [PDIB]

Main code [PDIB], Perceived Difference in Identity and Behavior, tracked language
wherein a user expresses a disconnect between the actions of an individual and perceived or
claimed identity. These tweets often contained a user asking how another fan could be Anti- or
Pro-ship if they enjoyed certain ships or were in certain fandoms. [PDIB] was the only main

code not broken down into subcodes. [PDIB] was observed in 34 tweets, occurring 8.5% of the
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time. Most tweets coded as containing [PDIB] were Pro-ship posts where the code was noted 27
times, being present in 13.5% of the sample. Seventeen of these appearances were original posts,
and 10 were in replies. Anti-ship posts were coded for [PDIB] 7 times, occurring in 3.5% of the
sample. Most of these appearances came from original posts where [PDIB] was recorded six
times, with the remaining appearance being a reply.
4.9.1 Main Code [PDIB] Discussion

Within the original 36-post sample used to create both main and sub codes, [PDIB] was
the third most frequent code. However, it was the least common subcode across the total sample.
[PDIB] primarily appeared within tweets where a user viewed another’s actions as hypocritical,
where what they did was viewed as unaligned with who they claimed to be. A clear example of
this came from a Hannibal PSOG, which reads, “I don’t understand how people can ship
hannigram and call themselves antis You guys know they ... murder people ... right?” (Sydmish
[@Sydmish1]). Here, the user alludes to Anti-shippers positioning themselves against amoral
material. Yet, they have seen Anti-shippers shipping Hannigram, which pairs Hannibal Lecter (a
serial killer/cannibal) with Will Graham (the criminal profiler hunting him), a pairing considered
“problematic” due to the characters being enemies. As noted, [PDIB] occurred most often within
Pro-shipper posts, regarding Hannibal most notably. Interestingly, no significant differences
were observed between [PDIB] in fandoms with source material aimed at younger demographics
than older audiences. These disconnects may lead researchers to question the authenticity of
specific arguments used in shipping discourse, namely those concerned with morality, given that

fans have observed Anti-shippers participating in activities they simultaneously condemn.
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Chapter 5: Analysis

When settling down with this research, I was tempted to start by grouping the codes into
themes. I wanted to move through the data as if I were sifting through dirt, trying to find
gemstones, patterns I could point to. However, this effort invariably left out essential aspects.
Pages in, I realized I was not looking at the whole picture. I had broken down the language of
these discussions so far that I could not see the forest for trees. That is not to say that looking at
the language of these discourses is not essential; I contend that it is. However, I ran the risk of
muddying the point and fell face-first into that mud puddle.

When I think about fandoms, as someone who has enjoyed them since adolescence, I
think of friends. I would not be where I am today without fandoms, and some of the dearest
friends in my life have come from fan spaces and activities. When I think of fandoms, I think of
social interactions with the power to shape a life and color the day-to-day. That is why I have
become so intensely fascinated by Anti-shipping. In my personal experience, Anti-shipping has
negatively impacted fandom spaces more than anything else. This, of course, has contributed to
my bias in this project. As discussed earlier, pretending I do not identify as a Pro-shipper would
be insincere.

In my personal life, I define Pro-shipping as a state of mind wherein it is believed that the
ships of another individual do not indicate anything specific about their person or morality and
that, ultimately, shipping is a personal matter. For me, being a Pro-shipper means that what
another person enjoys in fiction is none of my business. Such a definition reflects other fandom
instances, such as S.A.L.S and YKINMKBYKIOK. Over the years, I have asked myself why
Anti-shippers behave the way they do. Why do they use such vitriolic language? Why do they

seem to seek out content they do not like and proceed to DM other fans unkind or threatening
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texts? Do they believe Pro-shippers are pedophiles, abusers, and rapists or is that the most
effective language for them to use? This last question haunts me, and while this project is not
fully equipped to answer it, I must ask that we consider the idea that some Anti-shippers do
believe their accusations. However, that is a topic to untangle later. First, we will have to pull
back and away from the minutiae of numbers and percentages and return to what I believe is the

crux of fandom—social connections.

5.1 Social Connections

Fandoms, as defined by Jenkins, function “as an alternative social community” (280).
This social community is given form through group contribution. When a fan produces a fan text
and posts it online, they add not only to the discussion but also to the fandom, to the space.
Shipping discourses, while perhaps without the prestige of fanfiction and fanart, are fan texts.
The tweets observed throughout this project are ways that fans engage with the content they
consume, with one another, and with the space. Jenkins writes, “Fandom possesses particular
forms of cultural production, aesthetic traditions and practices” (279). These practices were
glimpsed in tweets such as @DangerHissy’s, which reads, “Idiot with just a toe in fandom.
Completely nuts. This is why I don’t use Tumblr anymore. The Supernatural and Torchwood
Ship wars, Ron and Snape-Antis etc. [ don’t have to be a victim to have the right to write kink
without hate. Wtf happened to YKINMK(BYKIOK) and DL:DR?!” (That Spaghetti Person

[@DangerHissy]). The post displays a distinct frustration and anger towards an

individual they see as going against fandom norms. However, the actions @DangerHissy
expresses anger towards contribute nonetheless to the fandom landscape. This individual spoken

of may only have “a toe in fandom,” but they add to the conversation.
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The participation of fans and their contributions to fan productions, as an exercise in the
traditions and practices of fandoms, can be viewed as a form of citizenship (Dieterle et al. 201).
Fans mark their place within fandoms when posting fanfiction, fanart, or any fan work online.
These actions demonstrate their connection to fandom and their enjoyment of a particular media.
Jenkins describes fandom as a community that recognizes “no clear-cut line between artists and
consumers” where “all fans are potential writers whose talents need to be discovered, nurtured,
and promoted and who may be able to make a contribution” (280). To this end, Bourdaa writes,
“Fan’s creativity is the cornerstone of every fandom” (387). When fans argue over shipping
practices, they are contributing to fan spaces. They create discussions and interactions. In this

way, they shape fandoms. @_wintersgraham tweets in an ASOG, “pro ship hannibal twt is
disgusting” (jamie & [@_wintersgraham]), presenting the idea that a certain kind of shipping

and their views towards it has impacted how they see a section of the fandom. To this user, an
area within the fan space has become tainted. One PSR notes, “The anti are still here I hadn't see
them in a min last I saw they were in the she ra and my hero academia fandom giving the fandom

a bad name” ( 4 @ Pumpkinpines @ & #GREENLIGHTVOLUMEI10 OF RWBY

[@AutumnSorbet]). Here, the reputation of an entire fandom is colored by Anti-shipper
presence. Fandoms are socially constructed spaces, and how those spaces are formed and seen
relies, necessarily, on the social interactions therein and the opinions of those engaging in them.
One of the key aspects of the discussions observed throughout this project was the
embeddedness of context. While replies contained the context of responding to tweets, original
posts occasionally linked to other tweets or websites where fan discussions were occurring.
Original posts would include screenshot images of other conversations or references to events or

debates that had taken place prior to posting, sometimes by years. Brandy Dieterle et al. position
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“circulation practices as writing practices, as a kind of authorship” where “choosing—or not
choosing—to boost writing teems with material and rhetorical consequentialities” (199). Dieterle
et al. focus on how “sharing preexisting writing—retweeting, forwarding, sharing, reblogging, and
so on” (198) operates as habits of citizenship (201) and stress that “practices of circulation—as
writing activities—are never neutral or inconsequential” (202). By referring to previous events,
conversations, and debates within fandoms, these users circulate information, curating a history.
At the same time, as fans push others out of shared spaces by circulating accusations or
threatening messages, they alter fandom’s current form. Further, they challenge what it means to
be a citizen of the space by redefining what an act of citizenship includes, and what content is
permissible.

User @BB_Fax writes, “alright thread isn’t working so here’s just a whole ass list of
homestuck proship accs” (@BB_Fax). This Homestuck fandom Anti-ship reply was coded as
containing [Fb], Performing Fear Causing Behavior, due to a phenomenon known as “Call Out”
posts. These social media posts expose the actions of others. Within the broader context of these
conversations, by listing the names of fans they disagree with @BB_Fax expresses that they
wish their followers to, at the very least, stop interacting with the fans being singled out.
However, these posts have the potential to lead to more than ostracization. In her work, Drouin’s
interviewees frequently mentioned receiving threats, including death threats, from Anti-shippers
(52). Across Drouin’s data, she marks death threats, stalking, doxxing, and blackmail as some of
the most common codes she observed (52). Posts such as the one by @BB_Fax operate as a kind
of agenda setting that informs other users of potential actions they could take in response to
disliked individuals in the social group. These posts publicize lists of individuals, othering them

by setting them apart from the group and opening them up to potential targeting. Dieterle et al.
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write “We might think of such agenda setting through strategic amplification as constructing an
affective atmosphere that limits the kind of responses likely to emerge” (205)—“where
oppositional voices can be easily drowned out” (206). The vitriolic language and accusations
found within Anti-shipper posts can potentially limit Pro-shipper contributions to fandom spaces
by instilling the fear of retaliation.

In 2020, I received a message from a friend linking to a Danny Phantom (2004)
fanfiction. The story re-sparked my love for the show. Wanting to interact with other fans, I
joined the Discord server linked in the author notes of the fanfiction. Surprisingly, the server was
busy despite the series ending in 2007. The fandom was undergoing a renaissance during the
COVID-19 pandemic, with fan creators returning to the fandom and producing new fan works.
The Discord server was alive with conversation and, along with it, the fandom. I wondered why
creators were coming “back.” Where had they gone? Why had there been a lull in fan
production? Was it just that the show had ended over a decade prior? Curious, I began speaking
to a few members and was informed that the fandom had experienced significant breakage years
prior in an event known as the “truephan/antiphan war.” This “war” notably included shipping
debates, particularly regarding the “problematic” romantic pairing of the main character, Daniel
Fenton, with his nemesis Vlad Masters. This pairing is considered “problematic,” or disapproved
of, due to Daniel being 14 in the show’s canon and Vlad being a villain the same age as Daniel’s
parents. Even amidst the revitalization of the Danny Phantom fandom, there was an underlying
fear that the shipping fights would return. As a result, some members who shipped “problematic”
pairings decided to leave or to keep their ships private to the extent of living double lives where

they only shared particular fan works in private.
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What happened to the Danny Phantom tfandom can be seen mirrored in a few of the
tweets sampled for this project. @ SAMMX writes, “I’ve decided that I’m gonna keep
destiel/wincest/sastiel/wincestiel® ships in my life. But I no longer belong in the supernatural
fandom. There’s just too much hate in it, too many antis, and too much Igtbphobia.” (Sam
[@_ SAMMX]). This Pro-ship original post details that Anti-ship actions caused the author to
leave the Supernatural fandom, even if they still enjoy some ships. In a PSOG @etherealpadme
tweets, “i’m so fucking tired of all of it. i’'m tired of the reylos vs antis. i’m tired of the
harassment. i’'m tired of the canceling. can we PLEASE to know people on a personal level
before we block them for their view on a star wars ship” (mads [@etherealpadme]). This Pro-
ship original post holds a palpable desperation for the Star Wars fandom to move past the
arguments gripping it and the behaviors they have witnessed, including “canceling”—a genre of
post akin to a “Call Out” post.

A “Call Out” post aims to get other individuals to see actions the called-out individual
has performed and decry them. “Call Outs” are negative interactions, a sanctioning that can be
quickly passed between individuals through social media via reposting or retweeting on Twitter
(X). Across the corpus, the tweets reflected what Dieterle et al. noted: “writing assumes a
relationship with others” (202). To be a member of a fandom is to have a relationship with other
fans as a participant in the social group. Users pointed to each other in these tweets, events
within their fandom spaces, shared practices, and histories. In “Call Out” posts, users assume a
relationship by noting an individual in a shared space they disapprove of and want fellow fans to

know about for the sake of protecting the community. Busse writes, “Fandom is always more

8 Destiel is a ship between characters Dean Winchester and Castiel. Winscest, or SamDean, is a ship between
characters Sam and Dean Winchester. Sastiel is a ship between Same Winchester and Castiel. Wincestiel is a ship
between characters Sam Winchester, Dean Winchester, and Castiel. All four of these ships come from Supernatural.
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complicated than the stories we tell about it” (106), and the context of these tweets demonstrates
that reality. Describing the history of a single fandom would be a massive undertaking. However,
the users observed in this project called forth histories not only of the fandoms they were
recorded discussing but of others, cross-referencing and comparing. By passing along
information regarding previous fandom events and individuals, fans create social dimensions of
fandoms in ways that are not without bias or consequence (Dieterle et al. 202). I argue that Anti-
ship practices of circulating accusations within fandom spaces attempt to create new knowledge
that positions Pro-shippers as pedophiles, abusers, and rapists. This circulation and its rhetorical
dimensions make it difficult for other fans to promote competing narratives, altering fandom

spaces wherein certain voices are quieted.

5.2 Anti-ship Motivations

Why might this be happening? We must recognize that Anti-shipping did not suddenly
appear. Instead, it shares connections between other “anti” instances throughout the history of
fandoms. @GreenDayAngel tweets in a PSR that the “Supernatural fandom is at a weird sort of
crossroads, where you have an intense ship war between two popular ships meeting up with anti-
slash, anti-fanfic attitudes” (GreenDayAngel [@GreenDayAngel]). Drouin writes that,
“Historically (1980s/1990s), queer fan content has been a “dirty little secret’ of fandom,
specifically slash fanfiction, the act of male/male character romance, named after how fans of
Star Trek put a slash between character names” (14). Slash is a dimension of fan activity that has
seen notable contention, both within research and fan communities. Drouin points out that, “the
writers of such gay romance studies are predominantly women” (14), a reality that has brought
forth questions regarding fetishization. A fan calling a female fan’s slash ship a form of

fetishization may refer to them as a “fujoshi” (Larsen et al. 44). Larsen et al. discuss anti-
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fujoshis, individuals who disapprove of fujoshi fans, writing that, “Like slash shippers, fujoshi
and the fan-made content they create is subject to criticism of homophobia within their circles”
(44). Anti-fujoshis put forward the idea the slash content women were creating “had little to do
with actually gay men and that they were co-opting them for their sexual fantasies while having
little concern or even awareness for homophobia” (Larsen et al. 44). As described by Twitter(X)
user @GreenDayAngel these sentiments interact with Anti-shipping debates.

These contacts are more than brief passings. Anti-shipping, as it has developed, owes fair
portions of its dimensions to Anti-slash, Anti-fujoshi, and other anti phenomena in fandom
spaces. Jonathan Gray posits that, “To fully understand what it means to interact with the media
and their texts, though, we must look at anti-fans and non-fans” (68), an action undertaken by
other Anti-ship researchers. Drouin writes that “the concept of the anti-fan has been debated and
analyzed for decades within the field of fan studies” (57) and that during interviews, her
participants drew parallels between Anti-shippers and Anti-fans who are not, “against fandom
per se, but of those who strongly dislike a given text or genre, considering it inane, stupid,
morally bankrupt and/or aesthetic drivel” (Gray 70). One of Drouin’s interviewees argued that
the term “anti” developed from Anti-fans before individuals began to attach other words to
indicate being against a ship (57-58). @lizcourserants notes in a PSOG that there were also
occurrences of individuals being anti specific characters, tweeting, “My first time seeing the term
“anti” in fandom spaces was years ago on tumblr in the the Harry Potter tag on posts th... — |
also remember when people on tumblr would use the tag “anti (character)” of “anti (ship)””
(discourse catharsis, taking a little break, brb~ [@lizcourserants]). Other discussions of Anti-

character behaviors were witnessed in tweets such as those by @DangerHissy as well.
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Due to the complexities of anti occurrences in fandoms, there were debates across the
sampled tweets about which came first, Anti- or Pro-shipping. Such questions and answers
frequently came from the tweets coded as containing [DA], Defining Attempts. @toskal121
tweets in a PSR, “No, *pro*shippers Named Themselves in Response to Self-Named
*anti*shippers. The Latter Harassed Shippers for Their Ships B¢ They Saw Those Ships as
Immoral. Antis started in the Voltron and Star Wars fandoms and then spread from there” (toska
[@toskall21]). This tweet marks Pro-shipping as a direct response to Anti-shipping. However,
another PSR reads, “Maybe it’s a generational gap thing??? I mean when I was 14 on the
internet, noone ever brought up their age/gender/location/sexuality/anything but we all wrote
Harry Potter and Digimon porn. Then again there was also no such thing as an “anti” or moral

grandstanding over ships” (arrested = [@DuendePika]). Such a sentiment relates that not

caring about the morality of ships was the norm pre-introduction of Anti-shipping. In this way, it
can be argued that, while not named or marked as a “group,” Pro-shipping was present in fandom
spaces first. However, Anti-shipping has developed alongside, if not out of, a long history of anti
sentiments, whether towards ships or not. We would be mistaken to believe that a concept of
fandom without some level of disagreement has ever existed. However, we also should not
ignore that Anti-shipping has differentiated itself from other anti instances and is now acting on
fandoms in notable ways.

There is no fully idyllic past of fandom to return to, although some tweets, particularly
those sampled from older fandoms, reference a less fraught past. @datkai yuno tweets, “What
do you guys think about klc/Ick® antis of this generation? What's make them thinking like that? I

mean 15 years ago in Supernatural fandom, people ship SamDean were very chill tho. And yes i

9 Kle/Lck, or KaeLuc, is a ship from Genshin Impact between characters Kaeya Alberich and Diluc Ragnvindr.



52

was still a minor at that time but it did not look so chaos like these days. (That Guy = Kai

[@datkai_yuno]). However, @BruceMBWayne writes “I would argue it was always an issue,
before it was framed as ship vs ship. Eg in Harry Potter canon/het'® couples were the ‘good’ ones
with the others going all as freaky. In hetalia anti USUK!! would say incest to explain why their
ship was better....” (Bruceman [@BruceMBWayne]). The use of the word “always” here places
antis as a constant within the history of fandom. This tweet also brings up a fascinating point,
noting that “in Harry Potter canon/her couples were the ‘good’ ones” (Bruceman
[@BruceMBWayne]). Such language points back to Anti-slash, and, moving forward into the
unraveling of Anti-ship language and behavior, we must address the issue of erotic material.

When it comes to Anti-shipping, “The problem at hand is, in no small part, due to the
deeply affective nature of individual reactions to the sexual or taboo content” (Rosenberg).
While some tweets gathered point to heterosexual pairings receiving Anti-ship hate, such as the
pairing of Reylo, queer relationships, particularly involving male/male couples, appeared to face
the brunt of Anti-shipping instances. The designation by some of Anti-shippers as “puriteens” or
“conservaqueers” in both the tweets sampled and articles researched for this project may be
“useful for discussions around a general rise in puritanism among young queer people” (Larsen
et al. 49). They may also help dissect why so much Anti-ship rhetoric leans on inflammatory
language such as pedophilia and the fear that Pro-shippers are grooming other fans through their
erotic fan productions.

What does it mean to be a good fan? As @BruceMBWayne notes, there is the view that

supporting canon, that is having occurred within the source material, ships, which are frequently

10 Heterosexual.
1 USUK is a ship from the anime Hetalia: Axis Powers between characters United States and United Kingdom.
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heterosexual, is “good,” painting homosexuality once more as “a ‘dirty little secret’” (Drouin
14). “Context collapse,” wherein “the world of digitally platformed fandom have illuminated not
only the increasingly visible struggle among fans to define what constitutes ‘acceptable’ works to
produce and consume, but the ways in which the collapse of formally standard fandom contexts
have affected that struggle” (Rosenberg), has been hypothesized as a significant factor in the rise
of Anti-shipping behaviors. Among Anti-shipping research, the idea is put forward that “in the
public landscape of Twitter, where fandom activities are visible to the world at large, and there is
an intrinsic desire to be seen as ‘good’ fans in the eyes of that potentially infinite, collapsed
public” (Rosenberg) actions, including sanctioning, occur when fans identify “bad” fans within a
public space. Fans may turn on one another to appear “good” and present their fandoms as
palatable to a broader social media audience. This may be especially true in the case of
homosexual erotic content because “Conversations about the moral appropriateness of
taboo/kinky content have been endemic to fan spaces” (Rosenberg). These conversations are now
happening in increasingly open environments with the added stakes of outsiders as witnesses.
Due to these realities, there may be a desire to exclude NSFW material, especially those
depicting queer eroticism.

Echoing this potential motivation, (@Necroxis9 tweets, “Ive never seen a group of people

in a fandom more devoted to wasting time hating a ship they don’t support than anti-bkdk*?

people in the #MHA #MyHeroAcademia fandom holy shit. They’re more obsessed than the
people who LIKE bkdk. Curious its a gay m/m ship they hate this much” (== Matt ==

[@Necroxis9]), questioning why a m/m (male/male) ship is receiving Anti-ship sentiments

specifically. When observing these tweets, the defining attempts many users undertook reflected

12 Bkdk, or BakuDeku, is a ship from My Hero Academia between characters Katsuki Bakugo and Izuku Midoriya.


https://twitter.com/hashtag/MHA?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/MyHeroAcademia?src=hashtag_click
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Anti-shipping connections to preexisting labels such as “Anti-slash,” “Anti-fujoshi,” and “Anti-
fan.” Further, by identifying as Anti-shippers, these fans separate themselves out from Pro-
shippers in a way that involves no crossover. To be an Anti-shipper is not to be a Pro-shipper and
vice versa. This defining through othering was a constant even if there was disagreement
regarding what Anti- or Pro-shipping means. As Burke puts it, “one need not scrutinize the
concept of ‘identification’ very sharply to see, implied in it at every turn, its iron counterpart:
division” (23). Anti- and Pro-shipping need each other to exist the way they currently do within
fandoms. As discussed above, while behaviors associated with Pro-shipping existed before the
appearance of Anti-shipping, Pro-shipping as an identity has been conveyed by Twitter (X) users
as coming into existence affer Anti-shipping took form by separating users from previous
community standards. These identities both create and are defined by division. However, this
division must be maintained. Othering is a process and an active rather than passive practice. To

be seen as a “good” fan actions must be performed and upheld for that label to stick.

5.3 Shifting Paradigms

These actions include harassing and creating “Call Out” posts. Anti- and Pro-shipping are
not the activity of conversing about ships. Instead, they are struggles to determine what is and is
not acceptable behavior in fandom. These struggles include forms of antagonism, as seen with
code [Fa] and works such as Drouin’s and Larsen et al.’s. Fans relate that they have experienced
threatening behavior from other fans due to Anti- and Pro-shipping debates. According to
Johnson, fan struggles over the interpretation of texts occur “amongst fan, text, and producer”
and “are continually articulated, disarticulated, and rearticulated” (286). These constantly
developing struggles relate to specific paradigms or “world views” that fans bring to or uphold

within fandoms. As groups, fandoms have expectations and ways of behaving that fans learn and
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can become so acquainted with that they take those standards for granted. The same is true in
other groups and fields, such as within scientific communities where the ways of ‘being’ a
scientist are learned. Certain discourses and ways of communicating are considered normal
within the field. For example, students pursuing scientific degrees are trained in the scientific
method and expected to uphold that method as they enter the field. Kuhn explains that “accepted
examples of actual scientific practice...provide models from which spring particular coherent
traditions of scientific research” (10), meaning established scientific methods have community
support as ways to pursue knowledge making.

These models of thinking and knowledge production, when considered on a community
level, are paradigms. Kuhn describes “The study of these paradigms” as “preparing the student
for membership in the particular scientific community with which he will practice” (10-11).
Fandoms operate similarly in that there are community standards and traditions that authors such
as Jenkins point to, which a fan becomes familiar with as they venture into fandom, learn the
lingo, and (often but not always) begin to engage in fan production. Furthermore, Knoblauch,
writing about Kuhn’s work, explains that science is “historically situated, not only to a specific
time and place but also continually subject to stress as the result of conceptual antagonism”
(133). Likewise, socially constructed fandoms are just as open to conceptual antagonism as
science and have their own discussions over what can and should occur within the group.
Fandoms include internal struggles over what fandoms should be, look, and act like just as
scientific communities have standards on who can participate in their discipline’s knowledge
creation. Anti-shipping is a form of this antagonism that is leading to a “paradigm shift” within
fandom spaces and behaviors by pushing creators of taboo subjects out of the highly public

spaces fandoms have begun to occupy.
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Tweets coded as [DSb] indicate this paradigm shift and the struggles therein. One PSOG
marked as containing [DSb] reads, “I really enjoy voltron but all these anti-ship fans are making
being in this fandom really distasteful” (Khaira [@SecretBlackVow]). Meanwhile, an ASR

labeled [DSb] includes, “i was a huge hannibal stan for years but all that pro ship rainbow meaty
shit ruined it for me. over the years it just got worse and worse” (holden caulfield & ps

[@catchernthrye]). Kuhn writes that “the emergence of a paradigm affects the structure of the
group that practices the field” (18), and by shifting the paradigm, through struggling towards
new understandings of what it means to be a member of fandom and exercise citizenship within
it, Anti-shippers are impacting fandom structure and practices. These communities of fans
adjudicate standards, following Knoblauch’s point that “What identifies the community
meanwhile is its collective agreement about the substance and form of its paradigm” (134), and
yet, amid a paradigm shift, disagreements abound within fandom spaces around what fan texts
may be created and who has the right to exist within shared spaces.

Disagreements over what fandom shipping paradigms should include and what practices
are appropriate have led to Anti- and Pro-shipping being markers of identity. Anti- and Pro-
shippers operate as separate groups, naming each other their opposite. In tweets, gathered
individuals named themselves Anti- or Pro-shippers. These groups frequently decried the actions
of their oppositions and made it clear that they belonged to one group or the other. Burke writes,
“In pure identification there would be no strife. Likewise, there would be no strife in absolute
separateness, since opponents can join battle only through a mediatory ground that makes their
communication possible” (25). Twitter (X) is one such mediatory ground where fans and
different fandoms can congregate and interact. On sites like Twitter (X), thoughts on shipping

become identifications and not just opinions. By interacting publicly with those they disagree
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with Anti- and Pro-shippers build their identities. As discussed by Rosenberg, these interactions
occurring in such a public space adds a third dimension to shipping discussions. Due to “Context
collapse,” these debates do not simply happen between Anti-and Pro-shippers, but in front of a
live audience (Rosenberg).

The mediatory ground of Twitter (X), which allows instant interaction between fans, is a
stage. These conversations come with an audience, the size of which is unknowable to Twitter
(X) users. These audiences can include a user’s friends and family, but also their employers or
the creators of the media they are fans of. Fans hold identifications beyond fandoms, like
students, family members, or employees. These identifications can be compared to what
Knoblauch writes about Burke: individuals are “socially positioned by means of myriad
identifications, differentiated interests, and hierarchical orders” (137). The identifications a fan
holds can influence how they behave regarding fandom. For example, a fan may have multiple
Twitter (X) accounts, one associated with their professional life and one related to fannish
behavior, including sharing shipping material. Alternatively, a fan may use names online other
than their legal name to help hide their identity. However, given the complexities of digital
footprints, connecting fan accounts to the people behind the screen is not very difficult. Such an
action occurs when someone is doxed, and information about their legal name and address is
publicized. As a result, some fans may wish to align fandoms with broader social concepts to
avoid embarrassing materials, like erotica, being traced back to or associated with them. Given
this, fans must contend with each other and outsider values that may not align with fandom
practices.

The interpersonal relationships spoken of by Burke and their influence on rhetoric are

present within fandoms as fans must increasingly consider not only the opinions of fellow fans
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but also of individuals who are not acquainted with the standards of fandom. For example,
writing erotic content and sharing it is common in fan spaces, even praised, but the creation of
such material is not often viewed positively by the public. Fandom discussions, especially those
in public spaces, cannot be separated from fans’ identities beyond fandoms. Fans have families,
places of work, and many other social engagements that impact their identities and, therefore,
their motives. Fans cannot and should not be separated from the different facets of their
identities, and as such, Burke’s writings on those identities influencing a rhetor’s actions stand
out. In the eye of an infinite public, fans' identities can come into conflict with those beyond
fandom and wishing to resolve this conflict, fans may turn to ways of behaving that go against
previous community norms. For example, a fan cannot alter broader societal notions on erotic
material, but they may be able to push an individual posting erotic material away from a shared
space via harassment, thereby conforming fandom to outside opinions on appropriate public
material. To help ensure their tactics successfully push out unwanted fans, Anti-shippers struggle
for power within fandoms. Fandoms have hierarchical structures. There are fans within fandoms
that are recognizable and hold reputations. Such fans can influence fandoms to a certain degree.
How much necessarily depends on the fandom itself and factors such as size, but reputation does
grant power in many fandom spaces.

While conducting this research, I was visited by a long-time fandom friend. Initially, I
had known her “personetally,” a term I use to mean we were close to a personal degree, but only
interacted through an online medium. We finally met in real life in 2021 after having known each
other for many years. Looking over my work, she pointed to a post and indicated that she knew
the user being "Called Out" from their art. In my experience, this is not a rare phenomenon.

Every fandom I have been in over the years has members other fans know about. My friend
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herself is one of these members, producing content popular to such a degree that she could start
her own Discord server, which currently possesses a few hundred members, and organize a few
fan magazines (Zines). By obtaining high social standings with fandoms, Anti-shippers can gain
the ability to shift group paradigms further. One of the ways they go about this is by negatively
impacting the reputations of fellow fans through accusations of crimes, degrading their social
standing both in the eyes of other fans and outsiders to fandoms.

Reputation is important, and according to Chin, we must not overlook “the importance
fans still place on notions of ‘reputation’ in their interactions with each other in their respective
fandoms, especially when social media platforms now enable these fans to interact with
celebrities and content producers, or The Powers That Be (TPTB) directly” (243-244). Such
reputations were referenced regarding fandoms as a whole during this research, with users
arguing that certain fandoms had been tainted by Anti- and Pro-shipping debates. In one case, a
poster argued that certain shipping practices reflected poorly upon the media the fandom formed
around, tweeting, “Society if My hero academia fans stopped shipping every god damn underage
character they see sharing a scene for nano seconds in the show and stopped being so toxic about
it to a point of attacking the creator (they don’t know they are giving a bad reputation to a good
show)” (Kamina tinoudi [@KaminaTinoudi]). Such a post indicates that a bad reputation can
bleed over, impacting the fandom and even the media. Considering the importance of reputation,
especially where concerned with whole fandoms, it is no wonder that certain individuals would
attempt to gain a high standing if they wanted outsiders to view fandoms positively.

These attempts to gain power exist alongside other standard practices of fandom, such as
fan gifting fan works to each other. Fandom researchers such as Chin have observed these fan

practices, who, while exploring the concept of fandom as a gift culture, notes that such a
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positioning “does not exonerate it from conflict or any form of hierarchy” (246). This sentiment
is shared with other authors who critique Jenkin’s presentation of fandoms, which focuses
heavily on the more altruistic aspects of fandom, such as its democratic nature (282). For
instance, Hills writes, “Jenkins’s work therefore needs to be viewed not simply as an example of
academic-fan hybridity, but also as a rhetorical tailoring of fandom in order to act upon particular
academic institutional spaces and agendas” (Introduction). From Hills perspective Jenkins’
presentation of fandoms, which avoided certain negative aspects of fan behaviors, held “a
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primary allegiance to the role of ‘fan’ and a secondary allegiance to ‘academia’” (Introduction).
Within Textual Poachers, Jenkins relates anxieties over presenting fans in a negative light, in the
ways they have been previously described as “brainless consumers” who “devote their lives to
the cultivation of worthless knowledge” and “place inappropriate importance on devalued
cultural material” (10). According to Jenkins, fans are often conceptualized as “social misfits”
who are “feminized and/or desexualized” and shown to be “infantile, emotionally and
intellectually immature” individuals who “are unable to separate fantasy from reality” (10).
However, while his work stands in defense of fandoms, some researchers worry that there is a
danger in presenting an “idealized version of fandom” (Chin 247) as it can ignore the harsher
realities of operating within a field. For example, although scientific communities are built on
certain agreements on what being a scientist entails, bullying and ostracization exist alongside
standards of behavior. Fandoms are no different. Despite certain democratic practices being
standard, hierarchies and bullying exist within. The presence of agreement in a group or the
existence of pro-social behavior does not negate the possibility of harassment.

Such instances of harassment come up frequently in Anti-shipping research. Having

conducted a survey, Drouin writes that her questions “gave people a space to share their feelings,
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which likely accounts for the popularity and data overload [she] faced upon its publication™ (41).
With 544 respondents, works such as Drouin’s clarify that fans want to discuss fandoms’
negative aspects and look beyond the idealized conceptions of fandom (42). I experienced this
myself after informing others of my interest in Anti- and Pro-shipping. The project that inspired
this one included research during which I interviewed individuals from a Discord server [ was a
member of. As a trusted member of the fandom, I was permitted by server administrators to post
about my research. I contribute the number of responses mainly to the fact that others viewed me
as a trusted individual in the community. I was not a stranger to them. I was as invested in
fandom as they were. Since then, I receive DMs regularly as people who have learned about me
share their experiences or provide links to instances of internet discourses they believe will help
me. Recently, I received a link to a publicly posted 156-page document outlining the harassment
a fan received due to shipping disagreements that led them to the decision to end their life. This
was not the first time [ have been informed about suicide due to Anti-shipper harassment.
Suicide is not the only result of Anti-shipper harassment. Harassed fans may also leave
fandoms to move away from environments in which they are no longer welcome. A key outcome
of Anti-shipper harassment is that it enables Anti-shippers to gain social status by pushing other
fans away from fandoms. This harassment is a struggle to obtain the power to redefine fandom
standards of behavior. Chin writes, “Within the context of fandom, then, the invention,
development, and maintenance of the fan identity are inseparable from the invention of the social
game in the various fields of fandom” (251). This social game includes being seen as a “good”
fan in the face of the public (Rosenberg), a public that may contain the very creators of the
content a fan enjoys (Chin 244). Fans do not desire to be seen through a lens of fan stereotypes

which, “while not without a limited factual basis, amounts to a projection of anxieties about the
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violation of dominant cultural hierarchies” (Jenkins 17), and so complex discourses and
identities develop as fans interact in front of an audience, engaging in arguments that aim to
further their reputations within fandoms through appealing to broader social norms. Conventions
of acceptability do not develop exclusively from within a fandom. Instead, fans bring influences
from broader cultural values into these spaces and may attempt to separate fandoms from the
negative views outsiders hold towards fans by acting to align fandom with those values.
5.4 Fiction and Morality Rhetoric

And the value we invariably return to is sex. The conversations observed across this
research were concerned primarily with three codes: [DIS], [CAS], and [M]. These codes,
Disapproval, Conversations About Ships, and Morality Rhetoric, respectively, were not
particularly surprising to see given that, at the crux of these discussions, lies what is and is not
permissible to ship. What sex is okay to write about, converse about, read about, or draw? What
sex might be viewed by a wider public as too perverse? [DISc], Disapproval of a Ship or Ship
Type, occurred 100 times throughout the tweets sampled. Ninety-five of those times came from
Anti-ship posts. Common reasons for disapproving of a ship included age gaps and depictions of
abuse. Additionally, [DISa] and [DISb] coded numerous instances wherein individuals were
implied to be comfortable with pedophilia, abuse, rape, and incest.

By positioning other fans as sexual criminals, Anti-shippers create the justifications for
“Call Out” posts. For example, @strawb3rryfemme tweets in a “Call Out” post, “cw // cp,
pedophelia, pro ship hey uhh a lot of my moots®® r following the artist elentori. they were super

popular on tumblr for their gravity falls and voltron art and was very much into ‘aging up’ minor

13 Term meaning “mutuals”, individuals the poster follows and who follow the poster back on a social media
platform.
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characters to ship them with adults” (eve-il 9 i [@strawb3rryfemme]). In this VLD ASOG,

the author warns their followers that they are about to discuss child pornography and pedophilia
before describing the actions of another fan. This fan is noted as “aging up” minor characters,
presenting them as older than they are in the canon of the story, to pair them with adult
characters romantically. Despite being fictional, and therefore without actual age, the act of aging
characters up to write or draw erotic material is a contested activity in fan spaces. One PSOG
discussing this debate, reads, “>clearly aged up MHA characters >Setting wasn’t even sexual at

all (just implied) Anti: “Bro why are you sexualizing minors? And why do you not want to
interact with minors?”” ( & WTFAnNtis &4 [@AntiSWTF)). In these cases, presenting a fictional

character as an adult while they are canonically a minor is implied to be as morally reprehensible
as producing actual child pornography.

These arguments rely heavily on the personification of fictional individuals wherein the
fictional character is treated as an actual human. From this perspective, a character cannot be
aged up, just as a real child cannot be suddenly transformed into an adult. Such arguments place
fictional characters as people, real children, who are impacted by being written about in an erotic

context. @beetheloser tweets in an ASR, “My hero Academia. they are CHILDREN the NSFW

[@beetheloser]). One ASOG reads, “I just don’t really understand how people are like anti-

proship but still rt mha student porn That...IS proship... that’s...a teenager...literally 16 years old.
That’s a little kid. That’s weird. Fucking weirdo behavior” (# kira [@strwbry_Kkira]), pointing
back to the disagreements over how Anti- and Pro-shippers are defined, but also placing fictional

characters as “literally 16 years old”. Such descriptions were abundant, with numerous posters

utilizing language that implied the characters discussed were no different from actual people.
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Earlier, I asked that we consider the possibility that some Anti-shippers do think Pro-
shippers are pedophiles, rapists, or abusers. As noted, I do not believe this project is entirely
suited to answering that question. I contend it would require interviews with past and present
Anti-shippers and a more comprehensive data set. However, this does not mean that fellow fans
may not be impacted by Anti-shippers at least framing their arguments around implied belief. @
ROYALSYRUP writes “i see a lot of proship/antiship discourse on my tl these days and it’s like

ripping open a wound that had closed up long ago. i find it genuinely upsetting, people act like
drawing porn of mha characters is as bad as sexualizing a real minor” (PANCAKE % | gargling

senpai’s balls [@ROYALSYRUPY)). This user compares shipping discourse to “ripping open a
wound,” conveying deep distress while the term “act” can be read as both belief and behavior.
Another user tweets in a PSOG, “antis: all fiction affects reality and if you actually enjoy smth
like killing stalking then you’re a violent rapist and murderer” ("[@ikebuk]). Yet another user
posts, “THATS NOT WHAT PROSHIP MEANS ffs** I loved Killing Stalking but I don’t think
murder and rape is ok what the fuck" (tiny nic [@tiny _matsu]). Such tweets demonstrate that
whether or not Anti-shippers believe their accusations, the rhetoric within their arguments
upholds that belief and actively impacts Pro-shippers as a result.

During this research, I received a DM of a Twitter (X) comment thread regarding the

author’s role while writing sexual scenes between characters, shown below.

14 Abbreviation meaning “for fuck’s sake”.
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kinda??? we're regressing on sexism

i d Igbt i .
josLes ancigh seios Wheb two charactets have sex in a story,

do you consider that sexual coercion?
Because they are being forced by the

writer?
Sex positivity is good, actually.

NOT WITH FICTIONAL CHARACTERS

unironically yes. unless you are writing
something based on your own personal
experience and your fictional character is
a fictionalised version of yourself, then
yes | see it that way.

Figure 1: Screenshot image of Twitter (X) post

shared by Tumblr user @breadandblankets.

Because they don’t have agency

These tweets were not sampled for this project, but their similarities to the posts gathered should
not be ignored. These tweets, like others sampled, paint fictional characters as real to the extent
that making them do something sexual is a form of coercion. Within this conversation, the first
user argues that if the original author includes sex in their work, they have engaged in a violation
of another being’s agency because the author has control over the narrative, with an exception
granted in the case of the author writing about their own experiences. Fandom scholars should
not ignore such ways of thinking as research into shipping continues to develop. These
conversations involve not only what is and is not moral to display in the media but also
discussions around what fiction is and what roles the author and audience play in it.

If fiction is real, if shipping minors, incest, or pairings with abuse is synonymous with
doing those sexual acts, then morality becomes an issue. Regardless of whether Anti-shippers
believe it, Pro-shipping is framed in accordance with this proposed reality. From the outside,

from the potentially infinite public present on social media platforms, these arguments can
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appear at a glance to be about instances of actual harm. Moral arguments [M] frequently
appeared not as direct discussions in the gathered tweets but as Indirect Discussions of Morality
[Mb]. 41% of the Anti-ship posts mentioned an individual, or in the case of Lucasfilm, a
company, engaging in actions generally held to be immoral. 34% of Pro-ship posts were also
coded with [Mb]. However, it should be noted that these instances were commentaries on Anti-
ship accusations or posts that described Anti-shippers as harassers, not as perpetrators of sexual
crimes. It is through the heavy crossovers between [DISb] regarding behavior, [DISc] regarding
ships, and [Mb] that it becomes evident that these arguments are constructed by and large around
the argument that Pro-shippers, through their shipping practices, are engaging in immoral sexual
behaviors.

Drouin argues that “Antis seem to believe that they stand for social justice, and are
protecting others (i.e. minors) from the “harmfulness” of a particular ship by policing the fandom
from “predators” or “pedophiles” or whatever else they choose to coin supporters of their anti-
ship” (61). Such “social justice” gains an additional dimension due to the idea that Anti-shippers
are “younger.” This admittedly vague term has been discussed in the works of other researchers,
where Anti-shippers are referred to by fans as teenagers (Drouin 71). Throughout her interviews,
Drouin found, “The majority of survey participants put forth a demographic of anti that skews
female and younger” (71). The very title of Larsen et al.’s work, “It Makes Me, a Minor,
Uncomfortable,” references a post they gathered for their research (64). However, coding the
posts gathered for this project resulted in very few age mentions. Only seven posts depicted Anti-
shippers as younger, with four posts coming from Anti-shippers themselves writing that they

were minors.
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Arguing that children are in danger is not a new rhetorical tactic but is effective. After all,
in the fast-paced environment of the internet, an accusation of pedophilia is a quick way to turn a
crowd against someone. Fighting against such accusations is arduous, and people risk being
targeted if they attempt to assist someone being harassed. The placement of such high moral
stakes onto shipping arguments puts many Pro-shippers at a disadvantage, as there is little
recourse for coming back from accusations of sexual deviancy. While discussing how fans are
conceptualized in reference to socially condemned depictions, Jenkins writes, “Materials viewed
as undesirable within a particular aesthetic are often accused of harmful social effects or negative
influences upon their consumers. Aesthetic preferences are imposed through legislation and
public pressure; for example, in the cause of protecting children from the influence of undesired
cultural materials” (17). Anti-ship arguments continue such public pressures as they sanction
other fans for materials they disapprove of, which may not adhere to their desired aesthetic. In
the face of social media, where many fan spaces have conglomerated within the public eye,
particular ships and kinds of erotic material do not fit the vision of “fandom” all fans wish to
achieve. Within notions of palatability, some fans may see presenting fandom as containing less
taboo/kinky material as an extension of being a “good” fan. This framing only gains strength
through the idea that Anti-shippers want to clear a fandom of sexual deviants.
5.4 Reauthoring Fandom

I argue that Anti-shipping changes fan spaces through their accusations and that the move
to push specific fan creators out of fandoms is a form of authoring. Bourdaa writes that fandoms
are “a social community, in the sense that fans share a social bond” (392). Shipping arguments,
with their polarizing language, split fans into two key identifications: Anti- and Pro-ship. These

identities are not presented as capable of coexisting. As such, fandoms become contested
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territories. The code [DS] tracked discussions of space and was observed 96 times across the
gathered tweets. Nineteen of these tweets relayed the idea that fandoms have changed, such as
@Oni_Queen, who notes that, “Back in the day I could literally find a page or group for any

Harry Potter ship, and could enjoy its content without some anti yelling in my face about it
because those groups were monitored. I miss those groups sometimes...” (Oni CA #§ UA

[@Oni_Queen]). According to this poster, previous fandom pages or groups were monitored and
thus prevented anti individuals from lashing out. This tweet, through its inclusion of “page” and
“group” is likely referring to fandom activities that took place outside of fully open social media
hubs. These spaces have monitors and administrators. However, now fandom occurs very
publicly as well. With fandoms open to the broader public, Anti-shippers have the motivation to
be a “good” fan and the means to attack other fans for failing to meet that bar.

Anti-shippers can reauthor fandoms through these attacks, pushing out creative members
they see as creating perverse materials. According to Catherine Driscoll, “The privacy associated
with the novel and pornography is emphasized in fan fiction and inseparable from its distribution
on the Internet and thus from moral panics about pornography on the Internet” (81). The
intensely public nature of social media creates ample opportunity for these moral panics, which
Anti-shippers can take advantage of to aid them in removing “bad” fans from fandom spaces.
Whether Anti-shippers believe their claims or not, their language enables them to frame the
exclusion of certain fans from public fandom around removing bad actors. Anti-shippers can
orient their harassment around creating safe fandoms, a goal that is easy for outsiders to
understand and get behind, especially given Twitter (X)’s short-form content. When Anti-
shippers present their arguments around bettering fandoms, they simultaneously mark fandoms

as “bad” by harboring deviant individuals.
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Of the tweets coded, 49 were marked as the subcode [DSa], which observed mentions of
a fandom as being “bad”. Both Pro and Anti-shippers spoke of fandoms negatively. Anti-
shippers noted that fandoms were bad because they contained Pro-shippers. One user,
@peppernsfw, also argues that good creators were removed while Pro-shippers remain, writing
in an ASOG, “why would anyone even want to be in the harry potter fandom at this point. all the
people making good content were shooed away. the tag®® is probably just straight proship horrors
now right” (weird whore wednesday [@peppernsfw]). Pro-ship posts about [DSa] often noted
changes in behaviors over time. For example, @Persian_Slipper tweets in a PSR, “Also, that vid
shows why antis couldn't have existed in 2000s era fandom. Between Clex*®, all the Buffy S1-S3
ships, Wincest, and the entire Harry Potter fandom, every fucking thing was "problematic.” Oh,

and Q/O' shippers. Heads would have exploded” (have camera, loves travel ©~ & = 8

[@Persian_Slipper]). Discussions of how fandoms have changed lined up notably with
conversations of a fandom being bad. At no point in this project was an individual observed as
claiming fandom spaces had changed for the better.

When discussing ships online, Anti- and Pro-shippers both participate in forms of writing,
creating posts and contributing to the fandom space. Fandoms are a form of text and can be read.
Observing the fan productions of a fandom can inform a reader of that fandom as a space and
community. We can ask what fan contributions a fandom values and what kinds of conversations
are repeatedly held. For example, the posts regarding Hannibal were frequently concerned with
[DISd], Disapproval of Textual Interpretation. Within this fandom, there appeared to be a deep

value placed on the source material and its creators, particularly concerning textual

15 Term meaning “hashtag”.

16 Clex is a ship between DC Comic characters Clark Kent and Lex Luther

17 At time of writing the characters who compose the Q/O ship referenced are unknown. Q may be a reference to
Qui-Gon/Obi-Wan due to The Phantom Menace coming out in 1999.
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interpretation. @adybpt posts, "Idk why you're getting ratioed®® this is factually correct. Bryan®®
is pro ship. If antis existed in universe: Hannibal is a cannibal who doesn't care about morals

anyway. Will is a forensics professor who could not give a fuck about what books you read in
your free time" (Mouse, Nap Era, @ @ [ 7/« %y ¢ [@adybpt]). Similarly, posts from the

Killing Stalking fandom demonstrated frequent conversations around the importance of genre.

@chichi92_nickel tweets in a PSOG, "Lmao at antis getting angry that the Killing Stalking

English publisher is calling it a BL" ?°(Nickel & s KS 9 & [@chichi92_nickel]). These tweets

demonstrate issues that these fandoms are concerned with. While discussion topics vary from
fandom to fandom, all ten fandoms observed contained conversations about Anti- and Pro-
shipping. These appearances indicate that shipping debates are not relegated to a single fandom
but are present across fandoms, blending into other issues, such as interpretation and genre.
When fans debate how texts should be interpreted and played, they add to fandom spaces
and challenge community norms. Further, given that fans are often members of multiple
fandoms, their engagement in these conversations are not relegated to one fan grouping. Bourdaa
writes, “Fandoms work as social communities, and as such they participate within and
collaborate in social actions” (388). These social actions, consisting of inter-fan collaboration,
form the norms of a fandom, placing expectations upon the space. When Anti-shippers move
their ideas between fandoms, shipping debates spread. When Anti-shippers point to Pro-shippers
and make the argument that the fan productions they create indicate that they are pedophiles,
abusers, and rapists, they place the expectation, in a highly public space, that such creations are

immoral and should be shunned. There is no expectation of negotiation. As noted, these

18 Being ratioed indicates someone’s response to a user’s post is receiving more engagement than the original post.
19 Bryan fuller is the producer of Hannibal (2013).
20 BL, or boyslove, is a genre of fiction depicting male/male romance and erotica.
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arguments are not framed in such a way that implies Anti- and Pro-shippers can come to an
understanding. Johnson notes that “fans do not easily agree to disagree—differing opinions
become co-present, competing interests struggling to define interpretive and evaluative
consensus’ (288). These conversations are not about mutually building fandom or coming to an
agreement about the construction of fandom. Instead, Anti-shipping seeks to rebuild fandom
through expulsion, gaining power via rhetorical moves meant to sanction the activities of those
fans with whom they disagree. While moving between fandoms, Anti-shippers rely on ways of
identifying and arguing that transcend one fandom space but are rather shared with individuals
across different fandoms and the broader public.

Anti-shippers create flexible persuasive appeals around being concerned fandom
members by tying their arguments not to a single fandom but to ideas on morality and deviance.
These appeals can be brought into fan spaces regardless of the content a fandom forms around.
According to Knoblauch, “The critical move in a persuasive appeal is the representation of
shared social location (we’re all Americans), shared history (I was once a farm boy myself),
shared values (we’re all after justice), and therefore mutual interests” (141). By positioning
themselves as fandom members concerned with the presence of bad actors within the group,
Anti-shippers can ask fellow fans if they are comfortable allowing sexual criminals to remain in
a shared space. Anti-shippers rely on concepts of shared spaces as this enables them to build the
idea that criminals are overrunning fandom groups. When they note that fandoms have changed,
they point back to a shared history, an idealized past, when Pro-shipping was not an issue (weird
whore wednesday [@peppernsfw]). Lastly, by utilizing broader concerns about the presence of
queer and erotic materials online, as well as language that implies real individuals, particularly

children, are being harmed, Anti-shippers appeal to the values of individuals both within and
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without fandoms. For these reasons, Anti-shipping is present within fandoms regardless of
whether a fandom focuses on media aimed at children or adults. The target demographic of the
media matters little as Anti-shipping focuses on appealing to the members of fandom and
outsiders as they push sanctioned fans away based on criminal accusations. What is far more
critical to Anti-shipping than a work’s audience are ideas of shared locations, histories, and
values.

Shipping debates often occur within two key locations: a given fandom and a social
media platform. These locations fluctuate during an individual’s time as a fan. For example, a fan
may be a member of multiple fandoms, or they may step away from fandoms, return to them, or
communicate with individuals across fandoms. Fans may also discuss their fandoms on
numerous social media platforms, some public and some private. When Anti-shippers engage
with Pro-shippers, the mediums of those engagements are fluid as well. It may be private, as
speculated regarding code [Fa], but it may also be intensely public, such as with “Call Out” posts
or when Anti-shippers try to point to entire “sides” of fandom as being “bad.” One ASR
discussing the “bad” sides of fandoms reads, “But yeah ok on third thought don’t look deep into
Supernatural fandom stuff or you will find literal adult xxx stuff. The J2%}/wincest side is
absolutely traumatizing, worst proshipper stuff you can imagine. The Misha Collins half & other
fandoms are much nicer and more normal tho!” (Restless [@Restless_]). @Restless  points to
the Supernatural fandom and draws a line around a particular “side” of it, the side that includes
J2 and Wincest. This side is othered by the tweet, called “absolutely traumatizing” and excised
from the general community of the fandom. The word “normal” also tells the poster’s audience

that those who engage with J2 and Wincest are abnormal. However, another Supernatural fan

2L J2 is a ship consisting of real-life Supernatural actors Jared Padalecki and Jenson Ackles
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tweets in a PSOG, “Do you think that Destiel shippers who are also antis are aware that the
Supernatural ship that has undoubtedly had the greatest cultural impact is Wincest? I think about
this often and it never fails to make me laugh” (.: Nae :. [@aureousCopycat]). @aureousCopycat
places Wincest as an essential part of Supernatural’s fandom, yet user @@Restless labels it as an
abnormal part. While this is a brief example, it captures the larger impacts of these debates where
portions of fandom, even large, arguably impactful portions, are being othered.

When Anti-shippers describe certain sections of fandoms as abnormal and advise others
to stay away, they also minimize the history of those sections of fandom and remove
opportunities for cross-fan interactions by drawing lines around part of fandoms that are “good”
and “bad.” Fandoms share history. Fans trade information about past fandom events and
arguments. For example, when members of the Danny Phantom Discord servers I had joined
shared stories with me of the antiphan/truephan war they were engaging in the process of sharing
history. This act deepened my connection to the fandom by allowing me to feel more
knowledgeable about the community around me. I was lucky to come across a group of fans
willing to discuss these events although it was clear that, due to some members leaving the
fandom permanently, there were holes in the picture. When fans leave a fandom, they take
history with them and by pushing fans away Anti-shippers limit the knowledge of the past
available to new fandom members. This alters the conceptions of what fandoms value by
controlling who gets to speak on what fandoms used to be like.

It is the shared values portion of the persuasive appeal that Anti-shippers focus perhaps
most heavily on. As demonstrated through the occurrence of moral discussions, values are a
defining factor of Anti-ship rhetoric. By framing their arguments around removing pedophiles

and other forms of sexual acts that are morally reprehensible, Anti-shippers speak to shared
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cultural values that extend through and beyond fandom spaces. We must not forget that fans are
members of their societies as well. They carry into fandoms previously held understandings of
norms and social mores. It is not only the broader public of social media that Anti-ship
accusations turn against Pro-ship individuals, but fellow fans as well. Anti-shippers can point to
those fans producing taboo or kinkier content and ask their fellow fans if they want such erotic
material in fandom spaces, utilizing wider social anxieties about pornographic material and
minors being exposed to it or groomed.

This question creates an easy identity for other fans to slip into. Fans can quickly identify
themselves as someone who is against child abuse. The idea of protecting children is so common
and unifying that an identity as a person who cares about children requires little to no effort by
an audience to take on. Looking at Burke’s work, Knoblauch writes, “identification is motivated
and strategic, hence deserving of cautious inspection—it usefully opens up the double meaning of
identification as a process of distinguishing, or naming, no less than a process of interrelating”
(142). The disagreements between the definition of Anti- or Pro-shipping means that individuals
who align themselves with Anti-ship rhetoric often do so by disaffiliating themselves from Pro-
shippers. When Anti-shippers accuse Pro-shippers of harming minors, other fans can then easily
see themselves as against Pro-shippers and continue to disaffiliate them from shared fan spaces
via the circulation of “Call Out” posts or by blocking Pro-shippers, cutting them off from
potential interactions. They may also report Pro-shippers for posting harmful material, such as
child pornography, an action that can get them removed from Twitter (X). At the same time,
individuals who see these accusations may begin to identify as Anti-shippers, distinguishing

themselves actively from Pro-shippers on the basis of wanting to protect children.
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This distinguishing can be conducted through writings such as DNI and BYF posts.
These posts inform readers of who the poster rejects. One ASR reads, “DNI/ BYF / TRIGGERS

; dni : - dream stan/supporter?” - like killing stalking (makes me uncomfortable) -
proship/conservative/maga ect dni 1 will block on site byf” (jack ps #ceasefirenow

[@SIXFLESH ]). Pro-shippers also take part in this distinguishing. For example, one PSR reads,
“-- byf - 1 think anti's are ridiculous, just navigate away from my page. - i ship sheith, if thats a
bother. - i read killing stalking and may post about it, if that bothers you. no, i do not agree with

the characters' actions. - no terfs / homo/transphobes / racists / etc” ( @ andrew, gf lovebot @

[@falciente]). Across the data gathered, 77 instances of such posts, marked [Ca], were recorded.
Twenty-eight occurred in Anti-ship posts, while 19 were found in Pro-ship posts, indicating that
both groups participated in disaffiliating from other fans. This mutual pushing away only acts to
split fandoms further, a reality that, as shown through @etherealpadme, some fans may be fed up
with but unequipped to change on their own.

These posts also inform those who agree with the tweet's author that they share similar
views, engaging in interrelating even as they push some fans away. This is one advantage of
“pinned” posts, a feature on Twitter (X) that allows a user to keep certain information at the top
of their Twitter (X) page. By pinning the information about who they distance themselves from,
users allow others to view their identity at a glance. The same is true for bios, a self-description
users can include on their Twitter (X) account. In the Twitter (X) browser format, bios are visible
directly to the right of a user’s tweets, meaning they are frequently on display. When fans take on
such identities as Anti- or Pro-shipper and construct relevant posts or bios, they act rhetorically

upon themselves by displaying how they align themselves regarding shipping debates. Burke

22 Someone who enjoys content produced by YouTube user and personality Dream.
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posits that “members of a group promote social cohesion by acting rhetorically upon themselves
and one another” (Burke xiv). Fans place who they are within an argument and make that
position highly visible. When a user writes that they are an Anti- or Pro-shipper, that claimed
identity is loaded with meanings relevant to shipping debates and interpreted by other fans.
Further, when publicly marking themselves as Anti-ship, Anti-shippers place pressure on Pro-
shippers to remain quiet out of fear that they will be “Called Out.”

Both Anti- and Pro-shippers publish DNI and BYF posts, seeking to relate to those with
similar opinions and distance themselves from those who disagree. So, what is the difference?
Anti-shippers, like any other fan, should be able to say they do not like a ship. Not everyone has,
or should have, the same tastes when it comes to media. However, as discussed, Anti-shipping is
not merely the dislike of specific ships. Instead, it is the act of arguing that, through their
enjoyment of specific ships, other fans are engaging in morally corrupt behaviors.
@NotDyingInACage writes in a PSOG, “Just to be clear, you guys, a #notp is far different from
an #anti And if you call yourself a safe anti, youre not an anti Your peace with ones offense
towards a ship is Just a notp #vld #voltron To be an anti is to fight to eradicate/#dehumanize a
ship and its shippers” (GreasyBoi(Commissions open) [@NotDyingInACage]). This user
captures an essential aspect of fandom, the NOTP. Where OTP, One True Pairing (Driscoll 79), is
a fandom term used to describe a ship someone enjoys, as @NOTDyingInACage writes, NOTP
indicates a disliked ship. As described by this tweet, Anti-shippers do not simply dislike a ship.
Instead, they accuse other fans of moral failings and shun them from fan spaces.

Anti-shippers frequently remind Pro-shippers that they may be sanctioned for expressing
their enjoyment of fictional material seen as “problematic.” By pinning posts and adding to their

bios that they are Anti-shippers, they broadcast to fellow fans that they may participate in
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harassing them, creating social cohesion through fear. @Octipii writes in an ASR that “[ * =

unlike a lot of ants, 1 *don’t* think the people i hate deserve to starve” (Mx. Sebastian-Moses
Sabra D. T. [@Octipii]). This post demonstrates, from the perspective of an Anti-shipper,

how Anti-shippers behave and how other fans may view them. This post assures readers that this
user will not act like other Anti-shippers. Why would Pro-shippers feel safe in a fandom
environment where such posts are deemed necessary? Why would Pro-shippers want to
participate in a fandom where individuals announce publicly that they do not want them in
shared spaces? Johnson details, “Alternative positions and tastes must somehow be silenced so
that divergent interests within a community can be unified as hegemonic interpretive consensus”
(287). Anti-ship posts and bios act as silencing tactics, reminders that a fan’s community contains
Anti-shippers and, therefore, their rhetoric. Such tactics amplify Anti-shippers’ positions, even if
there may be less of them than Pro-shippers. According to Drouin, Anti-shippers are seen as a
minority in fandom, yet are very visible due to how vocal they are and how they “stalked and
harassed other fans both digitally and inperson” (2). By challenging previous fandom behaviors,
Anti-shipping represents “divergent interests” (Johnson 287) and, through the pressure they place
upon other fans, they seek to create a new consensus about what fandoms should include, with
little room for dissent.

Across the tweets gathered, the code [F] was observed 44 times. Among these [Fb],
Performing Fear Causing Behavior, was coded four times. This low appearance may make it
seem like fear is not being caused within Anti- and Pro-shipper interactions. However, the code
[Fa], Witnessing or Experiencing Fear Causing Behavior, may paint a different picture. [Fa] was
coded 40 times, appearing most frequently in Pro-ship posts. The prevalence of [Fa] could

indicate harassing behaviors occurring in more private mediums such as DMs. Drouin points to
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many instances across her research where Pro-ship or non-anti-ship fans relayed that they had
received threatening or frightening private messages (81, 86-87, 94). Larsen et al. also describe
private messages playing a role in harassment, writing, “a fan artist I follow who is open about
being a stage four cancer survivor posted screenshots of some message she had gotten. They said
things like “you survived cancer only to ship sheith?”’?3, “your cancer should have killed you for
shipping sheith”, and “it’s a shame you survived cancer only to be a paecdophile” (9). While more
blatant, publicly posted instances of threats were not often observed in this work, that does not
mean attempts to cause fear are not present. Throughout this project, individuals noted behavior
such as Anti-shippers sending death threats?* (Gooberton [@Gabbyv23]) and “telling fans to
commit suicide/die/etc” (~ yuu —~ [@_featherweather]). Additionally, as noted, instances such as
Anti-ship bios act as quieter policing methods, warning other fans that they may experience
harassment if they express specific textual interpretations.

Fearing being “Called Out” and harassed, Pro-shippers face decisions regarding how
comfortable they are interacting in fan spaces. By circulating material that names Pro-shippers as
criminals, Anti-shippers invite other fans to harass them. As these posts continue to be spread,
the risk of harassment increases and compounds as more individuals become involved in acts of
sanctioning. For Burke, “The basic function of rhetoric” is “the use of words by human agents to
form attitudes or to induce actions in other human agents” (Burke 41). Along these lines, Drouin
writes that “efforts in labeling others as pedophiles is used first as a coercive effort to either
change minds or drive fans off the internet” (87). Anti-shipper rhetoric works to change the

attitudes of fellow fans and outsiders by convincing them Pro-shippers are engaged in

23 Sheith is a Voltron: Legendary Defenders ship of the characters Takashi “Shiro” Shirogane and Keith Kogane.
24 One ASOG notes that Pro-shippers have sent death threats too. @Mokciel5 writes, “all that pro ship bs is out of
the rails , stalking the actors is truly unexplainable and all the death threats like TF are yall children”

(Victor 7y, COMMISSIONS OPEN [@Mokciel5]).
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pedophilia. This convincing acts as a call to action where the audience is moved to participate in
cleaning a fandom of its bad actors. As a result, Pro-shippers are pushed away from fandoms. In
these ways, Anti-shippers reauthor fandoms by shifting the paradigm about what is “normal”
within fan spaces and behaviors. These actions discourage fans from creating or posting fan
material about “problematic” ships, an occurrence Drouin noted in her interviews during which
some interviewees related being scared to post fan art and fan fiction due to concerns over being
targeted (81, 102).

Due to these fears, Pro-shippers may stop producing fan content or leave a fandom, as
seen with @ SAMMX. Alternatively, individuals who ship Anti-shipper-targeted pairings
may leave a fandom’s public space instead of exiting the fandom altogether. Fandom gatherings
in more private locations, such as Discord servers, give fans a more protected space to engage
with others. The Danny Phantom Discord server | joined in 2020 was one such place, allowing
“problematic” fan creators to share their works, receive feedback, and interact with other fans.
This server is monitored by a team that helps ensure hate is not spread across the group,
operating akin to the fan pages described by @Oni_Queen. Creators in this server may not feel
comfortable posting their shipping content to more public websites, but they can still engage in
the social connections formed by sharing fan productions, an integral part of the fandom
experience. However, this does not mean the space is free of fear. Part of the reason | have not
named the server in this work is out of concern for my fellow fans, and | have checked with the
moderation team to ensure that even these anecdotal mentions are vague.

This fear remains because, despite being semi-private spaces, Discord servers can often
be joined by anyone with an appropriate URL link. Due to this, Anti-shippers can join the

servers, observe the group members, and publish that information to public websites with a “Call
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Out” post. Drouin recounts a related instance she experienced: “A friend of mine, who knew me
before the project launched, shared that I was fine with one of her friends, who then reported it in
a proshipping Discord channel, a popular chat program for fans. This led multiple people to
claim I had not left the internet and must be a fan of the ‘pedophilia and incest ship’ (133),
demonstrating that even information shared in good faith can be leaked, found by Anti-shippers,
and used for harassment. Further, using easily downloadable programs known as Discord-raid-
bots, Anti-shippers can take over a server and kick or ban members from the group, effectively
destroying a community space. To help prevent this, some Pro-ship Discord servers have layers
of security. One server | am a member of requires a month of positive interaction with the server
before the administrators invite someone into a second Discord server through DMing a private
URL link. Another server I am in requires three months, while another has the rule that members
must be hand-selected by administrators after publicly publishing Pro-ship content. Such security
helps deter Anti-ship raids as they demand time, effort, and even risk.

In 2019, my friend, who visited during this project, and I decided to create our own
Discord Server due to a disagreement with another server’s moderation team. We were both fans
of the anime and manga 4o No Exorcist and had joined one of the fandom’s Discord servers.
Over our time there, the community’s rules changed. The ships we enjoyed were banned from
space. Although no harassment occurred, we were told we could not post fan art or fanfiction of
our ships. If we did, we would be kicked out of the group. My friend decided to create an OC, an
original character placed within a fictional property, and ship him with a few of the characters.
These newly created ships were also deemed inappropriate, even in a non-erotic context. In
response, we chose to leave the group. As the creator of her character, my friend could adhere to

community guidelines not to discuss ships with banned topics. However, the moderation team
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still did not like her ships. We decided to create a Discord server open to all ships with strict
guidelines to not harass other fans over the pairings they enjoy. As a server, we have experienced
Anti-shippers coming into the space, accusing members of pedophilia and abuse. Members of the
moderation team have received “Call Out” posts for their involvement with the server, and
vigilance is required to keep the space as safe as possible for members.

When I say that Anti-shippers reauthor fandom spaces, what [ mean is that they act
against previous fandom norms, mark fellow fans as deviant, encourage others to do the same,
and chase those fans out of shared spaces. Anti-shippers, growing out of and intersecting with
Anti-fan, Anti-slash, and Anti-fujoshi sentiments, are engaged in an active paradigm shift of
fandom practices such as S.A.L.S, YKINMKBYKIOK, and DL; DR. Drouin notes that during
her interviews, “Fans also documented that antis have radically changed fandom as they know it
and are unparalleled in their actions” (100). Anti-shippers alter public fan spaces by driving out
Pro-ship fans and creative members by limiting what art can be produced without backlash.
Further, they continue to change fandoms by creating a need for new fan spaces. Williams names
writing a “central” and “material social art” (211), an act where “We begin to see the relations—
not only the interpersonal but also the truly social-within which (but not necessarily subject to
which) the distinguishable identities and phases of identities develop” (197). Through writing via
the creation and recirculation of accusatory anti-Pro-ship materials, Anti-shippers distinguish
Pro-shippers and taboo/kinky ships from themselves, identifying who they are by who they are
not. This process alters the social interactions of fandoms, adding additional dynamics while
supplanting others.

From a hierarchical standpoint, these actions place Anti-shippers in a position of power

as they represent themselves as moral “good” fans who wish to exclude immoral “bad” fans. As
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discussed, reputation is vital in fandom. By gaining a reputation that revolves around removing
“bad” fans, Anti-shippers can gain the power to impact the social formations of fandom. They do
this by encouraging other fans to act as Anti-shippers and by damaging Pro-shippers' reputations
through accusations. This results in Pro-shippers being removed from the social space, granting
them less of a voice in how fandoms operate. When Pro-shippers are removed, their cultural
contributions to fandoms are also prevented, changing how fandoms look in terms of what fan
productions they contain. Williams states, “In the significant case of authorship it leads to the
dynamic sense of social formation, of individual development, and of cultural creation” (197).
As authors of space, Anti-shippers are creating new norms within fandoms, reshaping how they
operate as social communities and what cultural artifacts they contain. They also create
groupings, identities that fans can choose for themselves, but that may also be forced upon them.
An individual need not identify as a Pro-shipper to be marked as one, a complex reality that
impacts how an individual is permitted to act within the community.

Returning to Bourdaa’s work, which considers fandoms as social communities due to the
social bonds formed between fans (392), Anti-shipping operates interestingly. On one hand,
Anti-shippers break social bonds by attempting to persuade fans that members of their
community are causing harm and must be removed from shared spaces. These othered fans are
disaffiliated, sometimes through violent means and can permanently impact how a fan
contributes to fandom. Yet, on the other hand, they create social bonds when these othered fans
join to form new communities. The bonds in these communities may be especially strong, having
formed in the face of backlash, Pro-shippers reaching out to one another to assure their fellows
that safe spaces still exist. In a PSOG @lightlyteal writes, “if anyone is stuck in supernatural anti

circles and worried no one will be their friend if they openly write problematique fic, ME!!!! 1’11
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love you!!!! 1’m a cas/misha fan/destiel shipper who isn’t an anti and doesn’t care if u also ship
incest or whatever” (havu (7 @ does this unit have a soul? [@lightlyteal]). Due to this, Anti-

shippers may be seen as engaging in a dual form of authorship by altering existing spaces and
creating the need for new ones.

There is no idyllic fandom to return to. Anti-shippers have not transformed a perfect
space into an imperfect one, but it should not be ignored that a transformation is occurring.
@jajankaisen tweets in a PSR that, “antis pre-dated voltron, i remember being told that i’m an
abuse apologist for a homestuck ship 1 liked back in 2012 lol but voltron PERFECTED them”

(liz G® the king of discourses [@jajankaisen]). @jajankaisen’s statement, like Drouin, addresses

the growth of Anti-shipping, although not necessarily in terms of size, but in effectiveness. This
tweet points towards ability. According to @jajankaisen, the VLD fandom perfected Anti-
shipping, developing it into what is now occurring within fandom spaces. In this same vein,
@ValkrisScreams posts in a PSOG, “I think about this daily because the” pro ship” / “anti”
discourse was defined in a totally different was pre-voltron. The voltron fandom twisted the
meaning of those terms and it WORKED in their favor so every other fandom afterwards used it
as a blueprint” (@ ValkrisScreams). Looking at previous concepts such as Anti-slash, Anti-
fujoshi, and Anti-fan, it is evident that anti behavior did exist before Anti-shippers as they are
now. However, as Drouin writes, their rhetoric operates in an unparalleled way (100).

Part of the purpose of gathering tweets regarding different fandoms was to demonstrate
the existence of shipping debates across different fan bases. However, something else also
became apparent: instances of “spreading.” Fans related that they had witnessed Anti-ship
sentiments moving from particular fandoms into others. While Anti-shippers may be seen as a

minority inside fandom spaces, a few gathered tweets noted that their ideas moved outward from
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fandoms such as VLD and Star Wars, as detailed by @toskall21. According to @Piklesuke,

“antiship came first. It came from ““antishaladin” when antis moved from the Voltron fandom
into othet fandom spaces. “Proship” was coined in response” (Valkylander & [@Piklesuke]).

While shipping arguments, such as the ship wars in Harry Potter (ControlledDeorbiting
[@loonunit]), have long existed, Anti-shipping does not relegate itself to one ship, one fandom,
or one type of fictional property. Instead, Anti-shipping operates as a way of lashing out at other
fans through particular forms of rhetoric concerned with the emotional appeals of getting rid of
pedophiles, abusers, and rapists. This is part of what makes their impact on fandoms unparalleled
and distinctive from other instances of anti behavior. Additionally, unlike Anti-slash and Anti-
fujoshi, Anti-shipping rhetoric is used against heterosexual ships like Reylo and leshian ships
like Lapidot® as well. Unlike Anti-fans, Anti-shippers do not focus on one property or type of
fiction. Instead, their rhetoric migrates between fandoms, bringing Anti-ship discourse into
shared, semi-private, and private spaces regardless of media content, genre, or ships.

When it comes to shipping, | follow DL; DR rules. If | do not like aspects of certain fan
content, | do not engage with it. There may be ships I find distasteful, but as discussed with
NOTPs, there is a difference between disliking a ship and accusing others in ways that have real-
world consequences. Drouin, discussing the language used by Anti-shippers, writes that “the use
of pedophilia has had long-term ramifications, starting with fans of media now questioning the
validity of the accusation and being significantly less likely to believe an alleged victim” (94).
The impact of Anti-shipping stretches beyond the bounds of fandom into the real world.
@Gabbyv23 posts in a PSOG, “ppl forget about the voltron fandom but... yall should probably

remember. bcuz they hated some ships so much that they harassed ppl and sent death threats,

%5 Steven Universe ship between Peridot and Lapis Lazuli
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even to the staff” (Gooberton [@Gabbyv23]). Beyond being pushed out of fandoms, individuals
who are harassed may experience adverse mental impacts (Brody and Vangelisti 740). Further,
as Drouin notes, such accusations about fictional characters can cause victims of sexual
harassment to be doubted. Relegating Anti-shipping issues solely to the realm of fandom ignores
the fact that fans also exist in the real world. Fans are people with lives, and being accused of
sexual crimes due to fiction is not a light infraction. In the public sphere of Twitter (X), a fan’s
friends, family, or employers may be able to see such accusations, causing their reputation to
suffer outside of fandom situations.

Given the widespread nature of Anti-shipping behaviors, which appear in numerous
fandoms, others may begin to act as Anti-shippers to help them secure their place within fan
social hierarchies. Returning to social contracts, Jenkins outlines that behavior viewed as
noncommunal is seen as a violation of those contracts (282). Anti-ship rhetoric can be viewed as
violating the social contract of fandoms by trying to reauthor what is and is not acceptable fan
practice. This noncommunal behavior can push others out of fandoms or lead fandoms to
develop new spaces specifically away from Anti-shippers. Many of the tweets gathered,
particularly concerning the [DIS] code, show that Pro-ship posters see Anti-shippers as violators
of the social contract. However, Anti-shipper rhetoric calls upon larger notions of social contracts
through emotional appeals, making them hard to fight. These appeals, which paint Pro-shippers
as harmful to children, threaten to place Pro-shippers not only outside of fandom spaces but to
impact their public reputations through the claim that they break social contracts of morality. By
shifting the paradigm of fandoms through rhetoric tied to larger social notions of what is and is
not moral behavior, Anti-shipping creates a need to act in ways approved of by larger social

conventions to continue staying in fandom spaces while minimizing potential harassment.
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When fans act in ways Anti-shippers approve, such as by avoiding sharing fan works
regarding “bad” ships, they reduce the chance of harassment. Fans are aware of this and can
make moves to either fly under the radar of Anti-shippers or circulate Anti-shipping rhetoric to
indicate that they are “good” members of fandom communities. Such actions, which demonstrate
a fan's status as “good,” can be viewed as an attempt “to affirm membership in the community by
acting to validate the paradigm” (Knoblauch 140). When fans validate the new paradigms of
fandom being implemented through Anti-shipping behavior, they simultaneously express their
desire to stay in fandoms, as such actions help prevent harassment that could push them away.
By appealing to broader social standards of behavior and utilizing damaging accusations, Anti-
shippers create the need for fans to engage in this affirmation, demonstrating their belonging to
the “good” side of fandom. Fans must prove through the circulation of Anti-ship rhetoric or the
avoidance of “bad” ships that they are “good” fans or risk being forced out of the community.
Due to this, fans may act to validate the new paradigms of fandom, even if they go against
previous community standards, to avoid cyberbullying and remain in shared spaces.

According to cyberbullying research conducted by Nicholas Brody and Anita L.
Vangelisti, “the hurtful and often public comments and photographs which constitutes
cyberbullying are likely to influence other bystanders’ perceptions of the cyberbullying victim”
(744). Using vitriolic language, Anti-shippers utilize this influence. By naming fellow fans as
pedophiles, abusers, and rapists, they quickly and effectively tear down their reputations in a way
that is not only difficult to counter but presents onlookers with a clear villain. Those who ship
“problematic” pairings are put in a position where attempting to alter how others perceive them
is both challenging and an admission of guilt. Of course, a pedophile, abuser, or rapist would

want to convince others that they are not causing harm. Such a person would want to continue
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having access to the group they are harming. By presenting Pro-shippers in this way, Anti-
shippers render fighting against these accusations a confirmation of them. Gelms notes that
online harassment “carries long-term effects on individual victims as well as the social makeup
of online spaces in that it dictates who is allowed to contribute to the conversations that happen
online — it has a massive impact on who and what circulates on social media safely” (181). In the
face of these accusations, some fans may see it as more productive to leave fandom rather than
fight the uphill battle against harassment that places them in such a poor social position. As a
result, Anti-shippers also limit the circulation of disapproved content, an act just as laced with
meaning and impact.

In her interviews, Drouin noted that participants frequently brought up that “acting in

299

fandom without harassment “was ‘Near impossible’” (190). Considering this description, it is not
beyond the realm of speculation to wonder if some individuals acting as Anti-shippers do so as a
method of self-preservation. As discussed, fans may act in ways meant to demonstrate that they
are “good” members of fandom, following the paradigm shift Anti-shippers are bringing to
fandoms to avoid harassment. This kind of cooperation relates to Burke’s idea that a person may
attempt “to form himself in accordance with the communicative norms that match the
cooperative ways of his society” (39). Anti-shippers are changing the paradigms of acting within
fandom spaces. As such, those who wish to remain within those spaces may have better luck by
espousing the rhetoric of that change. Due to this possibility, I argue that fandom researchers
should consider not only the idea that some Anti-shippers truly believe their accusations of

misconduct but also the possibility that some Anti-shippers may not be Anti-shippers at all.

Instead, some fans might engage in virtue signaling out of a desire for safety.
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Anti-shipper targeting is not a single event. When an individual is marked as a “bad” fan,
they can receive multiple “Call Out” posts from different accounts or be sent numerous
threatening messages. Further, due to the nature of platforms such as Twitter (X), “Call Out”
posts do not simply disappear but persist in the public eye. Brody and Vangelisti observe that
“Because messages and photos are often persistent online and can be saved or stored for viewing
at a later time, a single message can have repeated effects” (740). When harassment occurs
online, it can be viewed, commented on, and shared by numerous individuals. The fans receiving
harassment based on shipping may see the same information about them from multiple sources.
Additionally, as is the case with some Anti-ship bios, they may be reminded in more passive
ways that they are liable to be sanctioned in a public space. Even if a post is not made about
them specifically, many of the tweets observed categorize Pro-shippers broadly. A fan may see a
ship they enjoy labeled as a Pro-ship and become wary of creating content for the pairing out of
fear of being “Called out.” A single fan cannot push back against Anti-shipping as a behavior,
and engaging in content they enjoy may risk harassment. Given this, there are those fans who
choose to leave fandom altogether. Others find new spaces to coalesce, forming new
communities to avoid Anti-shippers. Still, others might recirculate posts with Anti-ship
sentiments to help separate themselves from Pro-shippers they have seen being harassed. Then
there are those fans who may see Anti-shipping and support it, whether out of a desire to present
fandom differently to outsiders by removing taboo erotica or out of agreement with Anti-ship
accusations. No matter how fans act in response to shipping debates, it is evident that Anti-

shipping, in a way set apart from other anti instances, is reauthoring fandoms.



89

Chapter 6: Moving Forward

In a typical week, I receive a handful of DMs concerning Anti-shipping. People know it
is a topic | am interested in and point me to discussions. As Drouin observes, fans want to
discuss shipping debates and Anti-shippers’ impacts on fandoms (42). When people come to me
to talk about these occurrences, they reflect this notion, sharing their experiences. It is one thing
to say Anti-shipping deserves more attention and investigation from my perspective, but the
involvement of other fans in shipping research suggests that they want these events to be studied
as well. With them in mind, research into shipping discourses can move forward in a few ways.

Observing the online posts revolving around shipping discourses allows for a glimpse
into what they entail and the rhetoric used by both sides of these debates. As investigations
continue, researchers would do well to work in pairs, if not teams, to code these texts. While
working on this project, | coded the sampled tweets multiple times, going back through my work
to see if | still believed a tweet should be coded as it was. [Mb], Indirect Discussions of Morality,
gave me the most trouble, resulting in me working through the tweets numerous times and
seeking advice from my advisor before | settled on the final number of occurrences. Likewise
[Fb], Performing Fear Causing Behavior, required me to read the tweets aloud to assess the tone
they wished to convey. Some tweets were straightforward, such as @acidbathdemon’s
“somehow a proshipper found this by searching homestuck. i will now run you over with my
stolen pink jaguar” (obsi [@acidbathdemon].), while others that included insulting language
were more challenging to code. This was due to a lack of clarity involving intention. Many
insults were not coded for as it was determined that they represented anger but not the direct
desire to harm someone. Having a fellow researcher to reference with would improve the

strength of these codes and give more depth to the research.
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Considering interviews featured in other works, it would also be beneficial for
researchers to speak with Anti-shippers to try and gain more information regarding their
perspectives. However, this does pose some distinct challenges. During her research, Drouin
encountered Anti-shippers contributing to her survey with “responses that simply read ‘die bitch’
or ‘go kill yourself,”” (44), demonstrating that some Anti-shippers may lash out during study.
Although, it should be noted that some did answer Drouin meaningfully. Common among these
answers was another hurdle: the idea that Anti-shippers are minors (67-70). If this is true,
interviewing Anti-shippers would include the complexities of studying minors. Given that this
research includes sensitive topics such as erotic material, a study involving them would be a
massive undertaking to ensure participant safety and ethicality.

Nevertheless, if possible, in a way that could protect both participants and researchers,
direct Anti-shipper interviews would be a boon to this area of research. Drouin writes that,
“Considering the brevity and scarcity of antis partaking in the survey, I cannot draw conclusive
arguments on their beliefs and actions from their words alone” (70). Due to this, research,
including Anti-shipper posts such as Larsen et al.’s and my own, provides perhaps as much of a
glance into the mindsets of these individuals as we can get at this time. Direct input from Anti-
shippers in the more personal medium of interviews or open-answer surveys would significantly
advance our understanding of these discussions. If a safe, secure medium could be ensured,
researchers would be better equipped to ask essential questions about whether or not Anti-
shippers believe their accusations and if some Anti-shippers act out of self-preservation.
Individuals who used to identify as Anti-shippers would also be an interesting demographic to
study. They could provide insight into why some fans become Anti-shippers and how a person

may come to stop agreeing with or espousing Anti-ship rhetoric.
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Another way Anti-shipping perspectives might be added to this conversation is through
research conducted at the academic level by Anti-shippers themselves. At the time of writing, |
am unaware of any research from this perspective. However, just as fans may be more open to
research conducted by fellow fans, Anti-shippers may be more willing to be interviewed by
fellow Anti-shippers. Drouin notes that some individuals did not view her as trustworthy due to
her bias and the perception that she enjoyed “problematic” ships (133). If Anti-shippers believe
researchers with bias cannot represent them correctly or in good faith, directly contributing to the
discussion could be a viable path.

Finally, one of the most significant difficulties facing these investigations is researcher
safety. Drouin writes that on “February 18, 2018 antis used data from my IRB approval form,
such as my phone number, school location, and full name, to harass me” (43). This harassment
included threats to set fire to her classroom and led to her “Fearing again for my life and that of
my loved ones” (Drouin 43). While the IRB does provide a layer of ethicality to research, it
should not be ignored that it represents a risk on the researcher’s part. Drouin suggests
“preemptive protection” (156), such as using a Google number to fill out the IRB and “other
options, such as removing all photographs from online, locking down all accounts, or changing
names” (157). However, as Drouin herself notes, these preemptive measures “may not be
plausible” for many researchers “as this can either prevent them from using social media to
collect data or connect with participants™ (157). There is also the issue that a researcher’s name
is attached to the IRB and their project. No matter how a researcher may go about trying to
anonymize themselves online, the possibility exists that someone could take advantage of this
and locate them. Drouin suggests that researchers be trained through courses on how to deal with

harassment as a researcher (157) and notes that she had fewer resources due to her position as a
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graduate student working on her dissertation (158). When discussing this project with my family,
a few members related their fear for me, and safety was a factor | had to consider. There is no
guarantee that I will not experience harassment related to this work once it is finished, especially
since | intend to share it with fandom friends as they have supported me throughout this research
and deserve to see the results.

Ultimately, this type of research asks much of the researcher. While ethicality is essential
for the participants' sake, it must also be considered for the researcher. Although I was not
harassed during this project, I have been in the past and may be in the future due to this research.
Additionally, I know several individuals who have had their lives impacted by shipping debates.
The DM I received of the 156-page post regarding harassment was, as I said, not the first time I
have encountered the impacts of cyberbullying, a reality discussed in depth by Brody and
Vangelisti. I am left asking at what point the research demands become unethical to the
researcher. This is research that deserves to be done. Fandom changes need to be studied for the
field to remain current with the subject of interest. However, I find the suggestions I have come
across through articles and speaking to colleagues researching dangerous groups to be Band-Aids
rather than in-depth solutions. I do not have an answer, but I do have a resigned frustration. For
now, the most I can offer is this thesis. Future researchers should know that they put themselves
and others in danger when they study hostile groups. How much danger is bound to vary, but the

possibility of risk exists and should be weighed personally.
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Chapter 7: Conclusion

When | started writing fanfiction at twelve, | had no idea the subject would become a
focus of my academic interests. Back then, fanfiction was something I was viscerally ashamed
of; heaven forbid my mom discovered | was reading stories with sex. | was a preteen, and middle
school was awful, but my friend showed me Wattpad.com and fanfiction.net. There is this idea I
have run into online that as we age, we stop enjoying things we love. | have wondered before if
this is part of why Pro-shippers being framed as older often comes with an implication of shame.
| try, now, to enjoy fanfiction guilt-free. I was embarrassed when | was younger—I do not want to
be embarrassed now, too. Helping with this is the number of times | have talked with others
about reading fanfiction, considering it literature, and viewing fan texts as genuine works of art,
whatever a genuine work of art may be. I have found that such conversations are deeply
validating, not just to myself but to other fans who have not often been given the opportunity to
talk about fandom offline. These discussions have moved fandom from the online mediums of
my life to the world beyond the screen. A dear friend once asked me why | did not study English
if I liked writing so much. She convinced me | could use fanfiction as a jumping-off point and
attend college while writing original works. | took her advice but still found myself wanting to
linger at the jJumping point, wanting to return to fanfiction and ask questions | saw occurring in
fan spaces.

Having started college in 2017, | found myself studying English alongside the growth of
Anti-shipping, and its existence nagged at me. In 2019, | asked my friend as we started our
Discord server why no one was talking about Anti-shipping outside of online places. Turns out
they were, and although questions about Anti-shippers are as new as they are, fan studies is more

vast than | had initially imagined. Cultural theorist Roland Barthes is not a strange citation to see
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in fan research; in his work, Death of The Author, he writes, “The image of literature to be found
in ordinary culture is tyrannically centred on the author, his person, his life, his tastes, his
passions” (143). To Barthes, people often enshrine the idea that “The explanation of a work is
always sought in the man or woman who produced it, as if it were always in the end, through the
more or less transparent allegory of the fiction, the voice of a single person, the author
‘confiding’ in us” (143) in their minds and interpretations of texts. I find this idea to be highly
prevalent within Anti-shipper rhetoric. Their posts coalesce around the idea that what a fan
author produces is an inherent reflection of them. To an Anti-shipper, when a fan creates content
that includes textual elements such as sexual violence, the author ‘confides’ in them the desire to
engage in that violence. This is not to say that a text can reveal nothing about an author or that a
creator gives nothing of themselves to their writing. However, | argue that art, being as endlessly
complex as it is, should not be described with such broad strokes. Just as the vast majority of
horror movie enjoyers cannot be said to want to kill others, Pro-shippers, or anyone who enjoys
dark fiction or depictions of violent, even deviant sex, do not inherently want those events to
happen. Fantasy can be enjoyed in just that realm, the fantastic.

This leads, in my mind, to perhaps the most disconcerting aspect of Anti-shipping
rhetoric: the framing of fiction as reality. If a fictional character is “literally 16 years old” (4
kira [@strwbry_Kkira]), then the creators of the texts are not engaging in a fantasy; they are
coercing people. This frame gives the language used throughout these arguments, such as
accusations of pedophilia, incest, abuse, and rape, more depth. Anti-shippers are not simply
accusing other fans of illegal acts; they are creating a victim. Their accusations, which reject
middle ground or nuance, leave no room for the text and reader negotiations Barthes implies.

Cornel Sandvoss writes, “By defining the act of reading as a form of dialogue between text and
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reader, in fandom and elsewhere, we enter into a wider social and cultural commitment as to
what texts are for and what we believe the uses of reading to be” (28). Anti-shipping framing,
which places fictional characters as existing people, does not define reading in this way. This
language gives no room to the text and the reader, filling the space of the creative process with
an all-powerful god author and a living subject. The living subject is at the mercy of the god
author’s whims, the author’s deepest desires and longings. If the author chooses, their living
subjects can fall prey to all manner of heinous acts. An author can rape them, beat them, or Kill
them, and by doing this, they have committed those harms from the perspective of Anti-shippers.
For Anti-shippers espousing this rhetoric, the author is not dead but alive and monstrous.

In this supposed reality, we must ask ourselves what texts are for (Sandvoss 28). If fiction
is not fantasy, then readers are witnesses. If characters face danger, the witnesses must
necessarily be participants. It is, after all, their turning of the page, or scrolling as is the case for
many online mediums, that progresses the story, forcing the characters to live through the events
of the narrative yet again. Why would anyone willingly watch another human being be hurt?
Why would anyone claim to enjoy such acts? Surely, you would not want someone like that in a
shared space—would you?

There is, | argue, a nonnegligible portion of Anti-shippers who believe this. While this
thesis cannot definitively prove whether this is the case, the corpus of posts I’ve analyzed (which
is a fraction of the posts I’ve read over the past 14 years in fandom) demonstrate Anti-shipping
rhetoric is prevalent. This rhetoric is powerful, and, as I’ve identified, this harassment has pushed
fans out of shared spaces with threats to their reputation. It is difficult to fight against and
presents Pro-shippers as “bad” fans in such a way that insinuates they’re predatory individuals.

While some may use these arguments purely because they are effective tactics, we must
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remember that the work rhetoric does is not exclusive to its target. Put simply, by using and
being exposed to these arguments, some Anti-shippers may come to believe their claims
wholeheartedly.

Where does fiction live in this belief? Barthes writes that “To give a text an Author is to
impose a limit on the text, to furnish it with a final signified, to close the writing” (147). When
Anti-shippers give fan works an author and a meaning derived from the presupposed inclinations
of that creator, they do far more than close the writing. A fan text has a final signified; it points
to the author’s desires in a direct manner of communication. At the same time, the fan work is
not real. The fan work is not fiction. The fan work is not a text to be decoded. Instead, the text’s
meanings are glaringly obvious, and the text itself is a living act of violence. Anti-shippers limit
fan texts by removing the text, as a fictional conception, altogether. The author is a criminal
because they have conducted criminal activities; worse, they publicly display their misconduct.
Barthes goes on to write that “we know that to give writing its future, it is necessary to
overthrow the myth: the birth of the reader must be at the cost of the death of the Author” (148),
but here the author is far from dead, and the reader has long been born. The reader plays the part
of witness, participant, and accomplice. The reader wants what the author does. A Pro-shipper
need not produce content to be a Pro-shipper. The enjoyment of a “problematic” ship is enough.
Here, fictional writing has no future. It is not fictional. The logical conclusion to the idea that
fictional characters are real is that there is no fiction. In this sense, fiction lives nowhere. One
could say fiction is dead, but if these arguments are to be believed, it never existed in the first
place.

Anti-shipping rhetoric is impacting fandoms. | will not argue that Anti-shipping alone is

altering broader social conceptions of fiction and the place of writing and art in the world.
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However, | will posit that it is a symptom of deeper issues regarding changing conversations
around textual interpretation. Anti-shipping, with its ties to Anti-fan, Anti-slash, and Anti-fujoshi
sentiments, is a continuation of such debates and the social anxieties surrounding the presence of
erotic material in public spaces. Some Anti-shippers may claim that Pro-shippers are sexual
deviants out of genuine belief. Meanwhile, others, in a bid to be seen as “good” fans in front of
the endless public provided by large social media platforms like Twitter (X), may police the
behaviors of other fans who post material regarding less socially accepted sexual acts.
Additionally, there is the possibility that some Anti-shippers behave as such in an act of self-
preservation.

Regardless of why Anti-shippers post their accusations, Anti-shipping stands out from
other instances of anti behavior and is reauthoring fandoms on multiple levels. As Gelms states,
“a key impact that online harassment has on public discourse: it limits who participates
and what is discussed” (185). By placing pressure on other fans to act in accordance with their
views on what fiction may permissibly contain, Anti-shippers limit who can safely participate in
public fandom. If fans are not in line with these views, they risk being accused of crimes that can
impact their reputations online and offline. By publishing information about themselves in highly
visible locations such as Twitter (X) bios, Anti-shippers also place quieter pressure on their
fellow fans, telling them without the need for a post that they could be sanctioned for their
actions. This results in a hostile environment that Pro-shippers, no longer able to act as citizens
of the space, may choose to leave.

As a result, Anti-shippers reauthor fandoms by altering current fan spaces and creating the
need for new ones. When Pro-shippers leave fan spaces where they have experienced harassment

or felt rejected, they create new ones, crafting new communities. These communities are not
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guaranteed protection, however. Anti-shippers have been observed using information from more
private Discord servers to “Call Out” fans (Drouin 133). However, social bonds can still form in
those spaces, and even though some fans may live double lives, there is some benefit to be
gained from drawing together. Without those moderated, semi-private spaces, | would not have
met some of my closest friends. However, there is a distinct feeling of loss in knowing that some
fandom spaces have been destroyed due to shipping arguments, a reality noted by
@somaybelikeno. During the antiphan/truepan war, some artists deleted their works and
removed themselves from the Danny Phantom fandom entirely. Their works now exist primarily
in the hands of those who had saved their fan productions to their personal devices. This is
purely anecdotal for their privacy, yet some tweets, like @ SAMMX’’s, reflect people leaving
fandoms. When Anti-shippers push other fans out, it is not only the people who leave. It is their
contributions, too. Exiting fandom can include removing the work one has given to the space
leaving a hole behind. 1 did not hear about the Danny Phantom fan artists leaving the fandom
from those artists but from fans who missed them. I was shown their art secondhand. There is
nothing | can compare this to but grief. The fandoms | have participated in, and the tweets
included in this project, convey grief.

Anti-shippers are shifting the paradigms of fandom. They do this through numerous
means but move mainly from the idea that an individual’s ships reflect their moral character
(Larsen et al. 5). This argument goes against previous fandom notions of ships as a matter of
taste. To Anti-shippers, ships are no longer a fan’s personal business. Instead, individuals can
experience harm through these romantic pairings—namely, the characters themselves and minors
who come across erotic material online. The tweets gathered for this project demonstrated that

shipping debates focused heavily on concepts of disapproval regarding ships where that
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disapproval lay primarily in perceived moral failings. Dieterle et al. write that “citizenship is a
category that often describes the kinds of attributes needed for participation in public life” (202).
Where previously citizenship within fandom spaces included such attributes as an openness to
fellow fan contribution and participation (Bourdaa 387; Jenkins 280), Anti-shippers challenge
this arrangement through widespread, public and private sanctioning of fans and their creations.
Their rhetoric frequently frames fictional characters as real to push the narrative that Pro-
shippers are engaged in actual criminal activity. Further, this frame calls into question more
significant issues about what place fiction has in the world and who authors and readers are. By
presenting fiction as reality, new relationships between consumers of fiction and fiction itself
take form. What is the role of the author if their characters are not theirs or the audience’s, but
their own person? Where does the reader fit into that equation? How can the paradigms of media
fandom remain intact if the very concept of fiction is challenged?

History is an essential aspect of fandom. Fans record events in canon, pass down stories of
previous fandom events, share fan works, and come together in times of fear and grief. | find
myself orbiting one final question. What happens to a fandom’s history when its members are
removed? The internet is a vast space, an ephemeral place. While people say what is on the
internet remains there forever, some things go missing. Ghosts are left, snippets of a person’s
online contributions floating around after they are gone. In fandoms | participate in, there is a
distinct haunting. There are pieces of art, stories, songs, videos, and people that we will never get
to know. Vast portions of their contributions have been wiped away in the hopes of safety. To
those of us still in fandoms, these fans and their works have died in a way. When these
individuals leave, they take the knowledge of previous fandom norms and paradigms with them.

They take history.
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When fandom members are pushed out of fan spaces the odds of those fandoms changing
further increases. This is why Anti-shipping is as unparalleled as it is. There are fewer voices
around to say, “Things used to be different.” Fandoms have never been perfect. They never will
be. However, the more people leave fandom, the more widespread Anti-shipping will become.
To keep shipping a matter of taste, an activity set apart from morals, a pushback against Anti-
shipping would have to occur. Efforts would need to be made by Pro-ship fans to display their
thoughts on the debate. Such efforts do exist. Some of the tweets sampled displayed this
behavior. However, there is risk in such actions, and as such, | cannot blame other fans for
choosing to join private groups rather than publicly interacting with fandoms—after all, | often
do the same. Due to this, researchers of shipping debates must take up an important task:
recording. As fandoms continue to change, we owe it to ourselves as fans and scholars to
describe these events and provide fellow fans not only the opportunity to see their concerns

addressed but a tangible record of the change happening around them.
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#ToshinoriYagi #MHA #MyHeroAcademia #OC.” Twitter, 23 Aug. 2021,

https://twitter.com/MHA_Unmei/status/1429670007051522050.
commissions open £ sof(t)2611 [@sof t2611]. “I Don’t Really Care about My Hero
Academia Anymore BUT I’'m Still Going to Say I Ship Bakudeku and Endhawks Just so
Antis Can Block Me Got to Automatically Filter Them out Somehow Lol % .” Twitter, 5
Aug. 2022, https://twitter.com/sof t2611/status/1555500983551201280.
# ¥ [@jaybirdreylo]. “This Happened with Star Wars Polls. They Did Best Ship and Reylo

Won and Antis Accused Us of Using Bots. The Redid the Polls and We Won AGAIN
Lmfao.” Twitter, 18 Sept. 2020,
https://twitter.com/jaybirdreylo/status/1307000075898544131.

# & scareson ¥1 © [@sealpaws]. “Modern Day American Psycho Would Be from the
Perspective of a 28-Year-Old White Woman with an Ao3 Account Who Self-ldentifies as
a ‘Proshipper’ Detailing Her Daily Interactions on Tumblr and All the Tags She Leaves
under Gifsets from Bnha and Supernatural.” Twitter, 18 July 2022,

https://twitter.com/sealpaws/status/1548864376551182341.
® im hungryyy @ [@Cloudibunni]. “@yuujitron Its a Proship??? This Trope Is Pretty

Mainstream, Especially with Supernatural Shows Tho...but Anyways Have a Nice
Day/Night.” Twitter, 27 Mar. 2021,

https://twitter.com/Cloudibunni/status/1375681643311169538.


https://twitter.com/MHA_Unmei/status/1429670007051522050
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@ Bandit / Kyo (COMMS OPEN) [@kitesgaychild]. “Proship // i Just Remembered One of My
Old Friends Who Was a Prosh*pper and They Shipped Jasper and Lapis from Steven
Universe + sans and Papyrus from Undertale i Was like 10 How Did i Not See
Something Wrong with That & Glad We Aint Friends Anymore.” Twitter, 26 June
2021, https://twitter.com/Kitesgaychild/status/1408855190254624774.

@ (7 ; Qiqi/ Calico . [@ProshipCalico]. “New Ship! #proshipper #proship # 7 @
#genshinimpact #diluc #diona #genshin /7 @ 7 @ (7 @ Antis Dni! Less Nsfw Ship
but I Feel as If They’d Look Very Well Put Together ! And He’s Super Gentle with Her ~
-« Https://T.Co/NzOVO7VYFA.” Twitter, 12 Mar. 2022,
https://twitter.com/ProshipCalico/status/1502757805438164998.

& WTFAnNtis & [@AntisWTF]. “>clearly Aged up MHA Characters >Setting Wasn’t Even
Sexual at All (Just Implied) Anti: ‘Bro Why Are You Sexualizing Minors? And Why Do

You Not Want to Interact with Minors?” Https://T.Co/W9yDktwAB6.” Twitter, 27 Aug.

2022, https://twitter.com/AntisWTF/status/1563580129267175425.

Smermo = [@smermobermular]. “Part of Me Would Play Genshin Impact If 1. It Wasn’t a
Gacha. And 2. The Fandom Wasn’t like, Proship Central.” Twitter, 12 May 2022,
https://twitter.com/smermobermular/status/1524841688941875258.

= Queer Boy™ = [@RebelBelladonna]. “@vampiresheith @sadsneeze A Similar Thing Is
Happening with Bakugou/Deku in the My Hero Academia Fandom with an Anti Flag for

That Ship so People Keep Drawing Them Kissing in Front of It Lmao.” Twitter, 10 July

2018, https://twitter.com/RebelBelladonna/status/1016805294775529473.
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==  fangirl walked across Spain! [@on_bicycle]. “Some of My Twitter Feed: Fanpol/Antis

Aren’t Anywhere near as Shitty about f/f Ships!!! Me, Who Survived the Steven
Universe Fandom: *stares into the Camera like I’'m on The Office*.” Twitter, 28 July

2020, https://twitter.com/on_bicycle/status/1288000286775115776.
- R 1 am just a miserable bastard [(@keiribbit]. “Seeing Cute Genshin Impact Ship Art but

Being Afraid to Rt It Because You Know There Was Some Proshipping Discourse in
That Fandom and You Dont Know Enough about the Characters to Recognise Which
Ships Are Problematic Https://T.Co/WaTcggQRcp.” Twitter, 13 Feb. 2021,

https://twitter.com/keiribbit/status/1360390959184363525.
== Matt == [@Necroxis9]. “Ive Never Seen a Group of People in a Fandom More Devoted to

Wasting Time Hating a Ship They Don’t Support than Anti-Bkdk People in the #MHA

#MyHeroAcademia Fandom Holy Shit. They’re More Obsessed than the People Who
LIKE Bkdk. Curious Its a Gay m/m Ship They Hate This Much. &s).” Twitter, 4 Apr.
2023, https://twitter.com/Necroxis9/status/1643136157167779840.
# bocchi irl [@KEISINO]. “@Sixigfrog Not the Proshipper with a Voltron Icon.” Twitter, 1
Apr. 2022, https://twitter.com/KEISINO/status/1509973194421248004.
2» [@kraytspit]. “@scarahealer It Would Be so Wild If the First Canon Star Wars Ship Were

Obikin/Vaderwan but It’s so Impossible It Shows How Antis Have Completely Lost
Touch with Reality.” Twitter, 20 May 2022,

https://twitter.com/kraytspit/status/1527619317193400320.
~ . ewise gortash = == [@HYPERIONCHEDDAR]. “The Hannibal, Bcs/Bb, Logh, Got,

Ofmd, Elden Ring, Etc Fandoms Having Antis. ‘This Ship Is Abusive You Can’t Ship It’
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My Son, They Commit War Crimes.” Twitter, 6 Dec. 2022,

https://twitter.com/HYPERIONCHEDDAR/status/1600245720195682304.
eeMiMe 1 [@MiMel00]. “@JayTrexe All Steven Universe ‘Ships’ Are Toxic Yes,

Specially You, Garnet Also, the Show Sucks.” Twitter, 20 Jan. 2020,

https://twitter.com/MiMel00/status/1219343245890572288.

® willow & johnny silverhand brainrot [@tatooine ani]. “@CalinaKestis a Proshipper Is
Someone Who Ships Problematic Pairings so Stuff like Inc3st, Underage Stuff Etc. Star
Wars Proshippers Are Usually Super into Ob!Kin Which Is Obi-Wan + Anakin Which Is
Just (e (e (e ” Twitter, 24 May 2023,
https://twitter.com/tatooine_ani/status/1661278798875172866.

Caligula® [@DICKPRINCE]. “I FORGOT THAT EVERY SINGLE HOMESTUCK SHIP
IS LIKE AN ANTIS NIGHTMARE Im Going Back to the Hs Fandom.” Twitter, 14 Aug.
2019, https://twitter.com/DICKPRINCE/status/1161444364989562880.

@ Orion 7 @ ® [@Immortal Badass]. “It Is SO HARD to Figure out Who Is Pro-Ship and
Who Is Anti-Ship in the Harry Potter Fandom. | Wanna Follow pro-Shippers but Nobody
Seems to Advertise Which Side They’re On!” Twitter, 10 Oct. 2020,
https://twitter.com/Immortal _Badass/status/1315005876097359872.

I Arciel/Arc, (30/50lbs) ® [@wackyworldofwtf]. “Just Read Someones Dni and They Said
That Ppl Who DIDNT Support Proshipping DNI, People Who DIDNT Support Faking
Mental IlIness DNI, People Who like Steven Universe DNI, and Edtwt/Shtwt DNI

(Probably the Only Rational One out of All of These, Maybe the 2nd 2 Last 1 but

Idk......).” Twitter, 20 Jan. 2023,

https://twitter.com/wackyworldofwtf/status/1616251996205420544.
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@) [@meditatingmochi]. “@jihussykim Oh Ok That Makes Sense! Yes Personally I Don’t like

s/a but like, Im v pro Ship and Let Ship so in Fanon People Shouldn’t Be Rude to s/a
Shippers :/ But This Is the Voltron Fandom so Im Not Surprised, Nobody Gets along
Here.” Twitter, 10 Jan. 2019,

https://twitter.com/meditatingmochi/status/1083183361194147842.
# TORi ! [@neuvbian]. “Neil Gaimain Defends Lolicon Very Sternly ... and Has Talked Openly

about How He Doesn’t Think Its Okay for People to Be Punished for Creating Stories
Involving Child R*pe Etc. He Goes a Bit beyond Anticensorship ... He’s Abt as Proship
as the Guy Who Directed Hannibal.” Twitter, 22 Sept. 2023,

https://twitter.com/neuvbian/status/1705341861051699527.

" [@TRANSFEMSIGMAA]. “The Genshin Impact Fandom Is Disgusting It so Ew G &

‘Proship Safe Place’ like Nigga No ©s .” Twitter, 14 May 2022,
https://twitter.com/TRANSFEMSIGMAA/status/1525289126542692352.

® willow /% [@tatooine ani]. “@CalinaKestis a Proshipper Is Someone Who Ships
Problematic Pairings so Stuff like Inc3st, Underage Stuff Etc. Star Wars Proshippers Are
Usually Super into Ob!Kin Which Is Obi-Wan + Anakin Which Is Just (ee (ee) (e »
Twitter, 24 May 2023, https://twitter.com/tatooine_ani/status/1661278798875172866.
Enjoyer, Spicy Spooky Season & (® [@Truly Morganl]. “@redshiftsinger
@Zombunnies @UOTrackFangirl @asthouwill @addieal82 I’'ll Never Get over Anti
Folks Being 1) in the Hannibal Fandom Where We Love the Gay Cannibal 2) Ship Said

Cannibal with the Guy He Tried to Kill More than Once (and Who Tried to Kill Him

Too) My Childhood Friend to Lover Is Pretty Innocent Compared to Hannigram Honestly


https://twitter.com/meditatingmochi/status/1083183361194147842
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& ” Twitter, 16 Sept. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Truly_Morgan1/status/1570831073332072451.

“h Yuki @ Kaeya Simp “h [@Yuki_Ryuuzaki]. “Here’s the Idea, You Put % in You Bio.
Antis Are Confused, Does This Stands for Kae/Luc or Eul/Amber Should They Harras
You or Leave You Alone? Little Do They Know, You Ship Both. #J5if#
#Genshinlmpact.” Twitter, 23 June 2021,
https://twitter.com/Yuki_Ryuuzaki/status/1407681744837488644.

#1 ACAB pookie defender /7 @ [@killerdialecter]. “@glycride u Think Problematic Means
Only What u Think It Does. Based on What Antis Think. Antis Despise Killing Stalking,
Bc It Has Physical Abuse. They Have a Connection, but Harming Ur Partner on Purpose
Is Abuse. Doesnt Matter If It Changed, Antis Still Hate Ships like Bakudeku.” Twitter, 27
Mar. 2021, https://twitter.com/killerdialecter/status/1375937153390276610.

#1 Lumine fact teller! [@aelmdove]. “Guys I Read Killing Stalking When I Was like 14 I Think.
| Had Facebook,Snapchat and | Think Instagram at That Point (Thh Idr)and the Contents
in Killing Stalking Never Made Me Normalize Rape or Sexual Assault and That Was
When [ Was an ANTI. What the Hell r These Ppl Talking Abt.” Twitter, 18 Oct. 2022,

https://twitter.com/aelmdove/status/1582268899810111488.

A, Soulmate Sterek Agenda /7 @ ® [@stilesstilinski]. “@MonicaHargrove Hahaha Exactly I
Mean | Have a Full Other Harry Potter/Dramione Twitter but after Dealing with
Dramione Anti’s and Sterek Antis like Nothing Phases Me Tbh&* | Love Finding People

That Ship the Same People as Me across Fandoms Yaaaaaay.” Twitter, 23 Feb. 2022,

https://twitter.com/stilesstilinski/status/1496499507567153157.
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alec [@begaydoweed]. “The Incest Is Bc Im Also Logged into My 2015 Twitter Which Only
Gets Spn Fandom Notifs so i Have to See the h//Eller vs Win//Cestie Debates. plus 1k
Tumblr Has an Incest Debate Every Few Years (Usually w a Proshipper and/or Map
Resurgence) and i Feel like Now Might Be the Time.” Twitter, 29 Nov. 2021,
https://twitter.com/begaydoweed/status/1465325317963329538.

alee [@XIAOSHI]. “@jin_seii at This Point Antis Just Hate All Genshin Impact Ships Istg
Hsha.” Twitter, 6 Dec. 2020, https://twitter.com/XIAOSHI/status/1335401772337258496.

alex !!! [@wandydoodles]. “The Steven Universe Antis Have Found Me Gootbye
Https://T.Co/VVBP0InvfA.” Twitter, 9 Mar. 2023,

https://twitter.com/wandydoodles/status/1633908744353398791.
alexology.bsky.social @alexology@socel.net [@AlexologyArt]. “@dryltweets Spending

Most of My Teen Years to 20ishin Fandoms like Doctor Who, Supernatural, Sherlock,
Hannibal and Marvel... | Am Still Shocked by People Who Think Is Worth of My Time
to Fight on Twitter against Antis When I’'m Okay Enjoying My Fav Ship Alone and
Creating Content for Them.” Twitter, 5 Nov. 2020,
https://twitter.com/AlexologyArt/status/1324221249959190528.

Alia // 1989 TV Out October 27th [@TheAliaLink]. “Like Truly Anti’s y’all Are so Headstrong
on Being Assholes to Reylo’s You Didn’t Even Focus on Your Own Ships and
Headcanons and y’all Also Didn’t Enjoy Star Wars Because You Were Too Busy Being
Dicks to Those Who Didn’t like What You Did.” Twitter, 22 Dec. 2019,

https://twitter.com/TheAliaLink/status/1208540180841476097.
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alice £ (* ) [@JustAlice Mai]. “@Sulkkyy Kinda Reminds Me of My Childhood When

Mfers Shipped Jasper and Lapis Lazuli from Steven Universe.” Twitter, 31 Aug. 2022,

https://twitter.com/JustAlice_Mai/status/1564927611070849025.
Alien @ Hourglass .. [@Alien Hourglass]. “@Ao3Tikli A Little History to Share Om How the

Term Anti and Proshipper Came to Be: This (of Course) Took Place Mainly on Tumblr,
around the Time When Steven Universe and Homestuck Act 7 Were Popular, so
2016/2017. A Trend Started to Spread to Tag Ship Names in Hate Posts to Clog the Tag.”
Twitter, 29 Aug. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Alien_Hourglass/status/1564273661745537027.

Alix, o % o, COMMISSIONS OPEN [@justThemys]. “Who Originally Were People Who

Strongly Disliked Certain Ships. With the Rise of VVoltron Fandom and People Trying to
Scare DW from Making Some Ships Canon, We’ve Seen a Shift in Anti-Ship Circles
from Simply Hating a Ship to Actually Assigning Moral Failures to Certain Ships +.”
Twitter, 22 Feb. 2023, https://twitter.com/justThemys/status/1628424379733352448.

Always Watching... [@Neigeshusband]. “@v4mpireslayer They Were Complaining about Teens
Finding Nsfw Proship Art of Steven Universe Literally That’s It.” Twitter, 10 Jan. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Neigeshusband/status/1480687681441087490.

AmigoP A Linktober A [@AmigoP247]. “@MIPHZEL I Find It Hilarious That One of the
Defining Parts of Star Wars Ep8 Was That While There Was Some Genuine Connection,
Rey and Kylo Ren’s Relationship Was Abusive and Toxic Yet R*ylos Still Act like It
Confirmed Their Shipping Fantasies. (I Blame Ep9 Partially for That Too).” Twitter, 24

Nov. 2022, https://twitter.com/AmigoP247/status/1595882217959481344.
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AnaObi %% ¥ ... @ [@mywitchcultblr]. “@kittimaul Bryan Fuller Himself Is
Literally pro Ship. LIKE HANNIBAL IS THE LAST Fandom for Antis & It’s like

Being an Anti in Game of Thrones Fandom & .” Twitter, 29 Aug. 2022,

https://twitter.com/mywitchcultblr/status/1564226702959853570.

Angle/Candy/X [@theangledust]. “Harry Potter- Most of y’all Know What Jk Rowling Has Said
Hazbin and Helluva Boss- Apparently Vivziepop Is a pro Shipper and Allegedly
Overworks Her Employees.” Twitter, 11 Aug. 2022,
https://twitter.com/theangledust/status/1557878961966809088.

[@aniodidyad]. “My Coworkers Were Talking Abt Star Wars Today n One of Them Brought up
Shipping n They’re All Antis. One Othe the Things Said: ‘Padawan/Master Ships Are
Disgusting and Those Who Ship It Should Be in Jail.”” Twitter, 19 Aug. 2022,
https://twitter.com/aniobidyad/status/1560830566848667649.

Anna, Little!Will Supreme [@Annamaymay3]. “@SageGarnish @hannigramteacup Oh! There’s
Hannibal Anti Has in Their Carrd That Said Dni If You Ship Abusive Thing but Has
Hannigram as Comfort Characters/Ships List.” Twitter, 14 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/Annamaymay3/status/1360778756152057859.

Annoyed Cowboys Fan. [@AwesomeBamon]. “If It’s Not Pro Reylo or in Support of Reylo
Then Reylos Pretty Much Believe That Women Shouldn’t Have a Voice or Opinions
When It Comes to Star Wars or Fandom Related Things in General. They Exclude and
Disregard Any Woman Who Isn’t on the Pro Reylo or Kylo Ren Bandwagon.” Twitter,
19 Nov. 2020, https://twitter.com/AwesomeBamon/status/1329243265866993667.

arcade [@gaygoroakechi]. “Tw Proship , Mha / Bnha Bro Why Do Proship Bitches Always

Act like Theyre Oppressed Lmao? Anyway the Op in the Screenshots Runs a Few Very
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Popular Mha Account so Read the Comments If Youre into Mha Twitter Stuff and Want
to Avoid Them.” Twitter, 21 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/gaygoroakechi/status/1363290186193510400.

Ariana Venti [@jemmaisokay]. “It’s Simple Math, Abuser + Victim Does Not = Love #antireylo
#starwars #TheForceAwakens #reyloonmytl #makesmegrumpy #unfollow.” Twitter, 20
Dec. 2016, https://twitter.com/jemmaisokay/status/811266393408684032.

ariella [@POLLYGRAY]. “I’'m an Anti of Almost Every Harry Potter Ship and I’m Not Afraid
to Say It.” Twitter, 23 Feb. 2023,

https://twitter.com/POLLYGRAY/status/1628578985075507202.
arrested =& [@DuendePika]. “@FishSticky2 Maybe It’s a Generational Gap Thing??? I Mean

When | Was 14 on the Internet, Noone Ever Brought up Their
Age/Gender/Location/Sexuality/Anything but We All Wrote Harry Potter and Digimon
Porn. Then Again There Was Also No Such Thing as an ‘Anti’ or Moral Grandstanding
over Ships.” Twitter, 9 Dec. 2021,
https://twitter.com/DuendePika/status/1468797069351862274.

Ash [@beetheloser]. “7) My Hero Academia. They Are CHILDREN the NSFW Art and Fanfic

2021, https://twitter.com/beetheloser/status/1356277219149152259.

ash (rosehathaway on bsky) [(@dhampirwomen]. “Systemic Racism and Antiblackness in Every
Industry Including Hollywood: *exists* Antis Still Stuck Repeating Years-Old
Discourse: Is This about the Reylos.” Twitter, 25 June 2021,

https://twitter.com/dhampirwomen/status/1408437451773911043.
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ash [rosehathaway on bsky)[@dhampirewomen]. “Seriously, Racism Has Been Ingrained in
Society for Centuries Based off of Deliberate Systemic Exploitation and Oppression of
Blackness and Black Bodies and Antis Always Bring It Back to One Six-Year-Old Star
Wars Ship like Reylos Pulling Strings on Hollywood Execs or Something.” Twitter, 25
June 2021, https://twitter.com/dhampirwomen/status/1408437451773911043.

[@Ashennightfall]. “NOO I Met a Voltron Fan Who Hc Curtis as Sri Lankan and Adam as Desi
and They Turned out to Be a Proshipper NAHHHHH.” Twitter, 21 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/ashesnightfall/status/1363426522028195846.

Ashi [@nidstaaang]. “@roundbeescuit | KNOW THEY ARE LITERALLY HOLDING HANDS
IN AL OPS TOO. the Zhos Doesn’t Even Try to Hide It or Show It as Something ‘Bad’

and yet... & | Mean We Have Probably Antis in Killing Stalking Fandom Too

Fmmdldlledd]l They Don’t Care Abt Source Material. Just Ship Bashing and
Harassment.” Twitter, 30 Oct. 2021,
https://twitter.com/nidstaaang/status/1454375589071175686.

at soup [(@shaneegg]. “Fan of Voltron: Hey Jw What Are the Ages Yall: I Cant Believe an ANTI
Fucking HARASSED the Voltron Team Bc They HATE My SHIP.” Twitter, 23 Oct.
2016, https://twitter.com/shaneegg/status/790335709118734341.

Aurel/Leonard 8 % # [@aurels_inferno]. “Girlboss Losing My Mind That the Proshipper

Voltron Pofp Icon Person Is Apparently a Psychologist in Training, They Really Let
Everyone In.” Twitter, 26 May 2022,

https://twitter.com/aurels_inferno/status/1529833143745892354.
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Avi @ Comms Open! [@glittergoatss]. “32 Year Old Harry Potter Proshipper Picrew Avatar
Fandom Moms Need to Keep Their Mouths Shut for Once in Their Damn Lives.”
Twitter, 5 Oct. 2021, https://twitter.com/glittergoatss/status/1445473700841615363.

BACK ON MAIN @manglegrove [@sanghadoman]. “Adding on to What Jae’s Saying It Feels
like Homestuck These Days Isn’t Written by People Who Actually Liked Homestuck and

Have Ideas for It, It Feels like It’s Written by Fandom Moms Who Have Proship @ in

Their Twitter Bio and Post ‘If Villain Bad Why Sexy’ Every Week.” Twitter, 3 June
2021, https://twitter.com/sanghadoman/status/1400569802968682504.

Badonkersa= - @ % [@rObOfukk3r]. “@PantslessOSO @Marynairr @iamlunasol I Know
Someone Mentioned the ‘Brotherfuckers’ Sticker, but the Sticker Is Satire. She Made It
as a Joke in Direct Response to Antis Harassing Her after She Said She Likes the Ship
Kaelluc, Which Is a Ship between ADOPTIVE Brothers Kaeya and Dilluc from Genshin
Impact.” Twitter, 21 Dec. 2021,
https://twitter.com/rObOfukk3r/status/1473367683420807168.

[@BB_Fax]. “Alright Thread Isn’t Working so Here’s Just a Whole Ass List of Homestuck
Proship Accs.” Twitter, 17 May 2023,
https://twitter.com/bb_fax_/status/1636810801662029825.

beam me up, bro /# @ [@cultmenephila]. “@miracide  You Know Why ‘Proship’ Artists Are
Better than Antis? I’ll Tell You. ‘Anti’ Artists Lock Themselves in a Creative Box.
Practically Every Style Looks like the Unholy Lovechild of Hazbin Hotel and Steven

Universe- Flat Colors and over Exaggerated Eyelashes. It’s Gotten to the-.” Twitter, 8

Oct. 2021, https://twitter.com/cultmenephila/status/1446267963661815809.
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Beef or Disco or also Moist [@theSkinShrimp]. “@kaeriyannn ...specific Ship Anti Accounts
Gathering Attention Even While Homestuck Was Still Going and Specific Arguments
about Whether or Not Antis Should ‘Get’ to Use the Ship Tags.” Twitter, 7 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/theSkinShrimp/status/1600288877767688192.

Big Hat Adrian [@CosmicArcanist]. “Out of the Blue but Do Anti Sheith People Srsly Think
Voltron Staff Members Would Ever Willingly Ship St Underage That Alone Should Tell
u.” Twitter, 12 Dec. 2016,
https://twitter.com/CosmicArcanist/status/808169369314492417.

Blue ¥ # [@discoursebuster]. “I Always Find It Funny When Antis Bring up Morality When
Talking about Shit like My Hero Academia. Like? Ain’t That the Same Series That Has
Children Being Groomed into Soliders, Has Abusive Parents Which Some Are Depicted
as Comedic Relief, One Character Who Is a Pervert That.” Twitter, 5 May 2021,
https://twitter.com/discoursebuster/status/1390069478021550080.

bofe [@bansbabie]. “Ok Rq If u Ship Any UA Sexual Ships in Mha That Arent pro Heroes or
Adults Remove Urself, If u Ship Sebciel (Sebastian x Ciel) Remove Urself and If u Ship

Ereri (Eren x Levi) Literally Go Away GSJFJE the Fact u Guys Try to Justify Shipping a
Minor and an Adult Baffles Me (e e Twitter, 13 Sept. 2020,
https://twitter.com/bansbabie/status/1305170100400648193.

breakaway <@ [@breakaway71]. “Oh, It’s Cool, He Was Just Shaming People for Shipping One

of the Most Popular Ships in All of Fandom, Let Alone the Supernatural Fandom. That’s
Awesome, Definitely Won’t Get the Antis All Revved up, CERTAINLY Won’t Start a

New Bloody Round of Ship Wars or Anything. & .” Twitter, 14 Mar. 2021,

https://twitter.com/breakaway71/status/1371098480064757767.


https://twitter.com/theSkinShrimp/status/1600288877767688192
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Bruceman [@BruceMBWayne]. “@Frousteph @tropotropotropo I Would Argue It Was Always
an Issue, before It Was Framed as Ship vs Ship. Eg in Harry Potter Canon/Het Couples
Were the ‘good’ Ones with the Others Going All as Freaky. In Hetalia Anti USUK
Would Say Incest to Explain Why Their Ship Was Better....” Twitter, 31 Jan. 2022,
https://twitter.com/BruceMBWayne/status/1488213501009084420.

Bubbline Archive -- ON HIATUS [@BubblineArchive]. “@marievelous People Make Strange
and Problematic Ships All the Time. For Instance, People Ship Lapis and Jasper in
Steven Universe Together despite the Fact They Were Abusive toward Each Other... at
Least Lapis Recognized This but Jasper DID NOT.” Twitter, 25 Nov. 2019,
https://twitter.com/BubblineArchive/status/1198932277104971776.

@BurnerBurnt@@9. “I Know What Killing Stalking Is, i Know They Are Doing ‘a Problematic’.
The Thing Is They Are Allowed to Ship Problematic Ships and Wear Cosplays to Cons
and Do Con Shit. Either Say You Hate the Ship and Deal with the Antis, or Be Cowardly
and Deal with Me for Your Bad Post.” Twitter, 7 May 2023,

https://twitter.com/burnerburnt009/status/1655375346324197377.

cam ghoul [@cam_ghoul]. “@nicoletters I Think If You Retweet My Hero Academia Ship

Art You’ll Get on the List Soon Lmao Antis Are Wild ¢ .” Twitter, 10 Dec. 2019,

https://twitter.com/cam_ghoul/status/1204526283670966273.
cam [@)jimavera]. “‘you Changed’ Bro I Joined Hannibal Twitter and Found What a pro Ship
Is.” Twitter, 11 Aug. 2020, https://twitter.com/jimavera/status/1293190148239380480.
[@carcinocavity]. “HOMESTUCK HAS THE MOST HORRID PROSHIPPER PROBLEM
OUT OF ANY FANDOM I’'VE BEEN A PART OF TBH. IT’S SO BAD HERE.”

Twitter, 9 May 2023, https://twitter.com/carcinocavity/status/1656005605331542028.


https://twitter.com/BruceMBWayne/status/1488213501009084420
https://twitter.com/BubblineArchive/status/1198932277104971776
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https://twitter.com/cam_ghoul/status/1204526283670966273
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Carlos Medina [@CMedina240]. “@MartisaRinda @rianjohnson Let’s See Reylo Is the
Shipping of Rey with the Star Wars Version of a Neo-Nazi School Shooter. That’s Toxic
and besides, Why Does Rey Need to Save Ben. She Has No Connection to Him, Unlike
Luke and Vader. TLJ, in My Opinion, Degraded Rey as a Female Lead.” Twitter, 4 Jan.
2019, https://twitter.com/CMedina240/status/1081001819537588224.

[@carolotos]. “Also Have You Just Ever Been in a Fandom? Ships Exist Regardless, i Swear
You Guys Act like This Is Your First Time Ever in Fandom Culture. Genshin Shippers
and Antis Are Probably the Most Toxic Ppl i’ve Ever Seen and 1’ve Been in Worse
Fandoms like V1d, Danganronpa, Homestuck.” Twitter, 14 Jan. 2023,

https://twitter.com/carolotos/status/1614198290270294016.

cas’ angel for halloween @ [@dirtangeldean]. “Howdy Hi Hello! Looking for #anitwt Mutuals
N (", ")/ Don’t Be a Proshipper Tho ( ™) Ive Watched: -Godeater -Hxh -Nge -Jjk -
Bnha -Demon Slayer/Kny -One Punch -Soul Eater i’m Telling You Now, You’ll Have to
Put up with Spn Tweets & i Wont Even Be Sorry about It like/Rt .- .”” Twitter, 6 Oct.
2021, https://twitter.com/dirtangeldean/status/1445750794729361424.

cassius [@DUMMY WHOR3]. “Why Are so Many People in the Harry Potter Fandom Antis
There’s 3+ Generations of so Many Fucking Characters and y’all Expect All Ships to Be
Unproblematic and Slightly Boring...” Twitter, 21 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/DUMMYWHOR3/status/1417965765899268099.

CECIL #** §8 @ TRIGUN + YUGIOH [@yvillainheist]. “@roacheries i Think Its Specifically the
Hannibal Fandom. but Usually Ppl That Ship Bad Stuff in the Hannibal Fandom Are

Pretty Supportive of Other pro Shipper Stuff so. i Kinda Consider It Both.” Twitter, 15

Aug. 2020, https://twitter.com/villainheist/status/1294535332721913857.


https://twitter.com/CMedina240/status/1081001819537588224
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celeste < saw gidle and aespa ¢ ¢ [@celest_ie]. “(@mattelaurora a pro Shipper in the Genshin
Impact Community Almost Always Supports a Popular Incest Relationship in the
Fandom. It’s Kaeya and Diluc, They’re Adopted Brothers so People Defend That It’s Ok
When That, Is Still Incest. Proship Is Basically ‘All Ships Are Ok.”” Twitter, 17 Apr.
2023, https://twitter.com/celest_ie/status/1648018350792908800.

Cer &( 4)2 [@Beanzebub]. “@SERAPHIZZ // Proship Stuff Reminds Me of When I Found out

My Favourite Cuphead Artist on Tumblr Now Draws Gross My Hero Academia Ship Art
of the Kids and Adults Https://T.Co/EYBmoit6u4.” Twitter, 18 Mar. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Beanzebub/status/1504703664233103383.

cherry!! MOVING [@kurumichans]. “DNI Cishet Man like Aot, Homestuck, Dr, Hazbin Hotel
Lgbtphobic Proshipper Support Trump Anti BIm or Anti Acab Ship More MIm/MIlw than
WIlw in Sources That Have Predominantly Female Think Imas/Bandori/LI Girls Arent
Lesbian (aside from Ones with Canon Sexualities).” Twitter, 9 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/kurumichans/status/1369373216314167302.

Cider/Cinder [@MurdockSeaver]. *“// Proship Ment. Y’all Who Put That Harry Potter Pr/Sh//per

on My TI, Just Know | Feel so Bad for You &= .” Twitter, 11 Oct. 2021,

https://twitter.com/MurdockSeaver/status/1447434892594147333.

clarissa - on follow limit - ALT SOCIALS ON PINNED [@ClarissaDeLune]. “Antis: Everybody

2 7 Twitter, 19 May 2021,

https://twitter.com/ClarissaDeLune/status/1395033516325343235.
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Cliff is underrated @ [@Simpjumper]. “@PanAndTrans2 @FurmeWolfy @RHOKII Proship Is

a Term Due to Toxic Communities Say for Example Steven Universe Where If You
Didn’t Ship p/r but Rather r with Someone Else You Were Attacked. Please Don’t Listen
to the Toxic Antis Who like to Link Everything with Pedophilia. You Can Be a
Proshipperand Be against MAPs.” Twitter, 3 June 2021,
https://twitter.com/Simpjumper/status/1400395971834613768.

cockshame for girls [@sheslowlydances]. “@unrulyredhair This Person Has Me Blocked and Is
Probably a Proshipper or Racist or Maybe Hates Homestuck.” Twitter, 16 May 2021,
https://twitter.com/sheslowlydances/status/1393759729156083713.

Cocogoat¥ == [@Cocogoatcutie]. “Well, Notice How It’s Almost Always Directed towards

Asian Media. They Will Call You a Pedo for Shipping Two Anime Characters from My
Hero Academia, Cause That’s ‘Sexualizing Minors’, but Then They Will Watch and
Praise American Shows Such as Euphoria.” Twitter, 3 June 2022,
https://twitter.com/tear_out_myself/status/1608516370425344000.

ControlledDeorbiting [@loonunit]. “@_ceesaw (But I’ve Actually Been Pleasantly Surprised by
MXTX Fandom, Overall? I’ve Heard Complaints about Antis and Seen the Odd Troll,
but I’ve Personally Encountered Only a Few Bad Things. Not the Storied Ship Wars of
Harry Potter Fandom.).” Twitter, 25 Aug. 2021,

https://twitter.com/loonunit/status/1430630991639371780.
coochiewizard @ € [@anarchy juicel3]. “Ok Guys I Think It’s Time for Me to Come out... as

Anti Reylo. Honestly Fuck That Ship. It’s Dumb and I Don’t Want It in My Star Wars.
Thanks! #StarWars #StarWarsTheRiseOfSkywalker #antireylo.” Twitter, 22 Oct. 2019,

https://twitter.com/anarchy_juicel3/status/1186742024738955266.
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Cream’s messy corner [@creamyyylicious]. “@silriven It Makes Me Sad That Things Turned
out like This, but Using Fake Reasons to Invalidate LGBT Ships Is a Trend, I’ve Seen It
in the Genshin Impact Community and My Hero Academia Too. The Favorite Excuses
Anti Shippers Use Are the Age Difference and Incest Even When They Don’t Exist.”
Twitter, 29 Jan. 2022, https://twitter.com/creamyyylicious/status/1487301756686114817.

criscura [@criscura]. “GOSH the Terms Are so Fucking Stupid XD Who’s Gonna Tell Them
That ‘Anti’ Came out of People Who Were against One Ship They Didn’t like, &
‘pro’Meant You Liked It. & That All the BS Started Because Some People in Voltron
Were Pissed Their Ship Wasn’t the Most Popular XDD.” Twitter, 20 Nov. 2022,

https://twitter.com/criscura/status/1594289887540289537.
crow @ [@fangedastarion]. “@lovinginvention @BryanFuller @Lesdoggg It Means pro

Problematic Ship le Incest Pedophilia Beastiality Etc, Ships like Will or Hannibal x
Abigail or Will x His Dogs.” Twitter, 23 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/fangedastarion/status/1374163551112232965.

Dannie [@HannibalsTies]. “Youu Ship Hannibal/Alana? Lemme Send You Some Gifs, Boo,
They Had Some Really Hot Moments, Didn’t They???? Oh, No, I Ship Hannigram All
Fucking Day but You Don’t and THAT’S FINE. IMMA CELEBRATE WITH YOU
ANYWAY BC | WANT YOU TO BE HAPPY FOR YOUR SHIP. God. Antis Are the
Worst.” Twitter, 5 Nov. 2021,
https://twitter.com/HannibalsTies/status/1456739085662437384.

Dante [@blonded5ao3]. “January 15th (15/365) - Xiaoven (Xiao/Venti) from Genshin Impact

Love This Ship but They Get SO Much Unnecessary Hate, the Antis Who Despise This


https://twitter.com/creamyyylicious/status/1487301756686114817
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Ship Are the Most Obtuse People Ever & & Https://T.Co/QWvX62rPNt.” Twitter, 15
Jan. 2023, https://twitter.com/blonded5ao03/status/1614644457223385088.

Dante == [@windyvalley]. “// Pro Ship , Proship This Shook Me to My Very Core Isnt This
the Hannibal Guy Https://T.Co/IsJOVVjZsd.” Twitter, 28 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/windyvalley/status/1375985625728483330.

DarlingKore.xo [@DarlinKoreXo]. “#Genshinlmpact Also, I Respect All Ships in
Genshin(except pro Shipping and Trauma Victim x Victim’s Abuser, Yall Know What
Ship I’'m Talking About ¢ ) Im a Multi Shipper & so Yes Childe x Lumine Is Also on
My Ship List.” Twitter, 17 Nov. 2022,
https://twitter.com/DarlinKoreXo/status/1593258182305906690.

debbie f [@gvnegirll]. “Brazilian Antis Losing Their Shit over a Poll Because Reylo Won #1
Top Ship of Star Wars Is the GREATEST Thing That Happened to Me This Week
Https://T.Co/EZuU9631LR.” Twitter, 13 June 2020,
https://twitter.com/gvnegirll/status/1271682086898995201.

deer! 3% [@deerluvswill]. “Hi Just Wanted to Say i Will Be Leaving Hannibal Twitter. Ive
Come to the Realization That Im Following/in Close Proximity a Lot of pro Ship Users.
and I’ve Realized How Unhealthy and Toxic Will and Hannibal’s Relationship Is, and It
Makes Me Uncomfortable to See Users Support It.” Twitter, 26 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/deerluvswill/status/1375336014898720770.

Dennis Wolfe [@dennisroos1]. “@honeybea_x This Dicsourse Often Makes Me Think of Harry
Potter. By Anti Logic, Harry Was Ginny’s Adopted Brother, so INCEST!!!, And He

Knew Her When She Was 10, so PEDOPHILIA!! And He Once Said Hermione Was


https://twitter.com/blonded5ao3/status/1614644457223385088
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like a Sister to Him, so That Ship Is Also INCEST!!!” Twitter, 8 Aug. 2018,
https://twitter.com/dennisroosl1/status/1027183108184072192.

devo § «2°? [@devohtee]. “Timdami Turning Me Proship, My Hero Origin Story.” Twitter, 10
Apr. 2023, https://twitter.com/devohtee/status/1645459164645273601.

Dino-Dillo (- Jayvik Western <) [@DilloDino]. “@lemongrassart I Wasn’t Part of the

Voltron Fandom so | Only Briefly Heard about That Craziness There, but i Distinctly
Remember the Reylo Antis and Being Very Confused- Especially for Someone Who
Grew up in the Homestuck Fandom Where Every Ship Was Confirmed Canon, Including
Problematic Ships.” Twitter, 29 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/DilloDino/status/1552867957016891392.

Disaster ADHD Bisexual (they/them) [@TheCQC]. “Imagine If Modern Antis Existed in 2009.
All Homestuck Ships Are Cancel Worthy Except...actually There Wouldn’t Be, the
Guardians Are All Related and Doc Scratch Is an Abuser and They’d Have Some BS
about Racism or Ableism Wrt Human/Carapacian.” Twitter, 7 Nov. 2019,
https://twitter.com/TheCQC/status/1192327744421613568.

Dischorse Hell [@DischorseH]. “I Wonder If Antis Simply Made Killing Stalking More Popular.
Since | Probably Would Never Have Heard of It, till Well They Brought It up | Guess.
Looks Edgy in the Ways I Probably Wouldn’t Enjoy Though Lol.” Twitter, 14 Mar.
2020, https://twitter.com/DischorseH/status/1238639162980536320.

discourse catharsis, taking a little break, brb~ [@lizcourserants]. “My First Time Seeing the
Term ‘Anti’ in Fandom Spaces Was Years Ago on Tumblr in the Harry Potter Tag on
Posts Th... — I Also Remember When People on Tumblr Would Use the Tag ‘Anti

(Character)’ or ‘Anti (Ship)’ When Making Negative...
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Https://Curiouscat.Me/Lizcourserants/Post/948749189?T=1565057871.” Twitter, 6 Aug.
2019, https://twitter.com/lizcourserants/status/1158562803067891718.

Dr Death and Bones (she/her) [@memories_child]. “Yet Another Article That Relates to
Discussions We Were Having at #FSNNA20 This Week. Hannibal’s Bryan Fuller Is
Done With Your Anti-Ship BS Https://Themarysue.Com/Bryan-Fuller-Done-with-Anti-
Ship-Bs/ via @themarysue.” Twitter, 15 Oct. 2020,
https://twitter.com/memories_child/status/1316769489703362561.

Duchess of the Shire [@DuchessAftrDark]. “@LA_Knight89 Isn’t Hannigram Where the Whole
pro/Anti Ship Stuff Started?? | Remember the Rainbow Meat Thing Being Popular
around That Time. | Need to Rewatch Hannibal Though, I Love It. Very Dark and
Sometimes Disturbing, but Amazing.” Twitter, 5 Oct. 2022,
https://twitter.com/DuchessAftrDark/status/1577474760979931137.

dvd normal & 63 [@komaedeads]. “On the One Hand Nobody Especially Not Minors Is

Obligated to Share Personal Details on the Internet on the Other Hand If You Dont Have
a Carrd How Can i Be Sure Im Not about to Accidentally Follow a 14 Year Old Proship
Homestuck Fan.” Twitter, 14 May 2023,
https://twitter.com/komaedeads/status/1657723530786504706.

Ed /# @ WE ARE BACK TO #OFMD2 [@aguycalledwasd]. “If Antis Get All Mad When

They See Some Fanart of Hannibal Ships, Imagine What’s Gonna Happen When They
Find out I Ship These Two Https://T.Co/RC310FPyQI.” Twitter, 11 Aug. 2020,
https://twitter.com/aguycalledwasd/status/1292997084992372736.

eddie MOVING TO DOGSHEETZ [@HUMENMEAT]. “Temporary Pinned While i Make My

Carrd Nsfw/Proship Freaks Dni Mutuals Pls Tag Identity v, Voltron, and Discord
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Grooming Jokes.” Twitter, 15 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/HUMENMEAT /status/1361432801392918531.

Eliza, WarioWare: Move It! in 3 days! [@ElizaNonArtz]. “@BlackhatDebates @FajardoDM35
What’s Funny Is They like Steven Universe And in It Fusion Is Supposed to Be like Sex
for Gems... Steven and Connie Fuse Steven Fuses with Multiple Gems Steven Fuses with
His DAD That Show Is Full of Proship Shit Yet They Enjoy It While Hating on Proship.”
Twitter, 10 May 2022, https://twitter.com/ElizaNonArtz/status/1524128340851904512.

Elle, MA she/her [@hasanscreams]. “I’m Convinced That Hannibal Antis Only Consume Rated
G Coftee Shop AU’s Cause There’s No Way That You Can Ship Something with the
Source Material Hannibal Has and Not Realize You’re a Hypocrite for Judging Others
for the Fiction/Pairings They Consume.” Twitter, 14 Nov. 2021,
https://twitter.com/hasanscreams/status/1459681479206842370.

ellie [@shieyyu]. “Friendly Reminder That Killing Stalking Is Not a Yaoi or Romance; It’s a
Psychological Thriller/Horror so Stop Shipping Sangwoo and Bum & Stop Simping for
Sangwoo Just Bc Hes Hot.” Twitter, 27 May 2020,
https://twitter.com/shieyyu/status/1265479178058698758.

Emily / PumpkinPie59, TMNTMM spoilers [@Pietasu59]. “I Sure Hope This Is the Case.
#antikyloren #antireylo #starwars #meme Https://T.Co/{i2jZD942z.” Twitter, 2 Oct.
2018, https://twitter.com/Pietasu59/status/1046920241312350208.

Emperor Travis L. Hendersonusua [@Knightwolf1994]. “>Calling Yourselves ‘Feminists’.

>Supporting Toxic and Abusive ‘Ships’. Pick One Lucasfilm. #starwars #antireylo.”

Twitter, 5 Feb. 2019, https://twitter.com/Knightwolf1994/status/1092786224350326786.
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ErasedMe [(@monokumaplushi]. “@tomowik0 @Maedhros36 I Can’t Speak about This Topic

since I’'m Straight but Idk..It Would Bother Me Also Hannibal Isn’t Good Anymore
Cause the Creator Outed Himself as Beeing pro Ship, so Idk If u Should Mention the
Show (It Could Make Some Ppl Upset Idk).” Twitter, 31 Mar. 2021,

https://twitter.com/monokumaplushi/status/1377262373464113153.

Erumyii [@kzscr69]. “#Kazuscara #Xiaoven Me Knowing My Main Ship Is One of the Most

Hate/Anti in Genshin Impact.” Twitter, 13 Jan. 2023,

https://twitter.com/kzscr69/status/1613947009303740416.

ETRNL & @ [@EternalFlameGuy]. “Bruh at This Point, Steven Universe Antis Are More

evan

Hung up on the Show than Actual Fans Are, WHAT Is This Even Supposed to
Meeeeeaaaaannn Https://T.Co/kUiC9IvTI8.” Twitter, 22 Apr. 2022,

https://twitter.com/EternalFlameGuy/status/1517325304179609606.

i [@problemstars]. “@tatsukanaP Dont Be Discouraged by This Its Literally a Fucking

Harry Potter Proshipper.” Twitter, 29 Sept. 2021,

https://twitter.com/problemstars/status/1443064404669607938.

eve-il & [@strawb3rryfemme]. “Cw // Cp , Pedophelia , pro Ship Hey Uhh a Lot of My

Moots r Following the Artist Elentori. They Were Super Popular on Tumblr for Their
Gravity Falls and Voltron Art and Was Very Much into ‘Aging up’ Minor Characters to
Ship Them with Adults. -.” Twitter, 27 Feb. 2021,

https://twitter.com/strawb3rryfemme/status/1365716333862731789.

Evil Kylo Rise. Finn&Rey lay pipe ¥ . More Hux plz [@drhorowitzfine]. “Does This Lady

Know How Insane She Sounds Being Pro the Most Abuse Normalizing Ship in Star
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Wars, Reylo, and This Comment? They Encompass Delusion beyond Measure.” Twitter,

24 Dec. 2019, https://twitter.com/drhorowitzfine/status/1209277781374193664.
exams soon X [ ia [@halibalism]. “Look i Was Stuck in the Most Wholesome Ship
(Din/Luke) for Nearly a Year, i Was Anti Fictional Incest for Awhile Then Hotd
Happened, Hannibal Derange Fandom and Plantcest 1 .” Twitter, 4 May 2023,
https://twitter.com/halibalism/status/1654061737199685632.

o0c rae oVg [ @raejoestar]. “@Larynxdance @CorinaBoettger @aqualudia Wtf Even Is a
Proshipper? I Haven’t Heard That Shit since Voltron and It Was about Shaladin Ships
Which Were Gross and Pedophilic so...” Twitter, 26 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/raejoestar/status/1365277501681975299.

Fadeyka % [@souhekicoded]. “Why Are All the pro Ship Hannibal People Going to My Video
AH GO AWAY NO ONE LIKED YOUOUOUOU.” Twitter, 2 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/souhekicoded/status/1598633231494123521.

[@faerieangels]. “I Hate Everyone Who Is a Millennial or Older for the Hyper Sexual
Atmosphere They Created on Social Media by Trying to Normalize Abuse or Incest or
Any Other pro Ship Nasty Shit. Supernatural Fandom Im Looking at You Because i
Know a Lot of You Started This Bs.” Twitter, 13 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/faerieangels/status/1625333499115839490.

fandomleo era . [@crownxxjules]. “@TheDinkum_Reylo Me Converting to Reylo after
Not Having Watched the Movies or Ever Cared about Star Wars, | Just Find the Concept

of “Antis’ so Insufferable That I Now Ship Them out of Spite & .” Twitter, 21 Sept.

2021, https://twitter.com/crownxxjules/status/1440393726950449155.
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Fang Ed [@_littlefang_]. “Killing Stalking Antis Exist for What.” Twitter, 27 July 2022,

https://twitter.com/__littlefang__ /status/1552088002926485506.

fate/void inherit, out next year [@Riverhymn]. “@cockver10 @mensisritual YEAH like i
Literally NEVER Saw Anything about Killing Stalking Unless It Was Proshipper Freaks
Going Nutty over It OR It Was Normal Ass People Going ‘Hey This Is Fucked up’.
Because of This i Had NO IDEA That the Actual Manga Wasn’t about Romance at All
and That Just Proves It.” Twitter, 18 Aug. 2021,
https://twitter.com/Riverhymn/status/1428010236099665931.

FAY! semi-ia [@doublevivis]. “Tw// Proship, Sexualizing Minors Mha 317 Spoilers Kinda
WHY Was i Scrolling through Trending Deku and Saw a PROSHIPPER Talm Bout ‘i
Want *this* Deku to [Redcated] This Kacchan’ GO TO FUCKING HELL SICKO i
Blocked so Fast Bruh.” Twitter, 21 June 2021,
https://twitter.com/doublevivis/status/1406790229932056576.

figuring things out 4%* [@multiversemspec]. “Homestuck Is like, the Biggest Proship Riddled
Source, No Shit There’s Gonna Be Proshippers in That Fandom.” Twitter, 11 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/multiversemspec/status/1668018954386784256.

Fivyy ¢ [@myunjins]. “A HARRY POTTER PROSHIPPER NAURRRRRR (e (e (se) (ee)
Twitter, 29 Sept. 2021, https://twitter.com/myunjins/status/1443049756293537792.

Foucault Drake [@discourse drake]. “I Will Literally Never Forget the Ex-Anti Who Did an
AMA and Said That the Reason That the Discourse and Anti-Shipping Blew up around

VLD Was Because Steven Universe Was on a Hiatus and the ‘SU Critical’ Crowd They
Were Loosely Connected to Needed a New Target to Fill the Void = . Twitter, 23 Sept.

2021, https://twitter.com/discourse_drake/status/1440877762240208897.
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franky ¥: @ spooky month! [@giglinturntable]. “@cherryplumpearl i Haven’t Been into Steven

Universe in Years but When i Was, My Go-to Was Always Lapidot ¥ %} How in the

Fuck Can It Be Considered a Proship.” Twitter, 30 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/giglinturntable/status/1674828440921423883.

Fuzzy [@FOXYGOGOGO]. “It’s Not like Their Drawing Proship and Underaged Characters Be
Serious.” Twitter, 29 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/FOXYGOGOGO/status/1674270660653367296.

[@gaymarioP]. “I Think Op Being a Proshipper Harry Potter Yaoi Artist Is Much More
Embarrassing.” Twitter, 26 Sept. 2021,
https://twitter.com/gaymariop/status/1442208354055557123.

Ghost purr [@ghost_purr]. “Proship Has Nothing to Do with Ships It’s pro Hate Speech Lolicon
Is Hate Speech or Predatory Fetishism or Whatever Else It’s Media That Normalizes
Abuse Harry Potter ...Contains so Much Transphobia and Fatphobia and Antisemitism
They Defend Misogyny and Racism.” Twitter, 28 Mar. 2023,
https://twitter.com/ghost_purr/status/1640639559699398657.

Gooberton [@Gabbyv23]. “Ppl Forget about the Voltron Fandom but... Yall Should Probably
Remember. Bcuz They Hated Some Ships so Much That They Harassed Ppl and Sent
Death Threats, Even to the Staff. so i Would Say, Yeah. Antis Are Real Omg.” Twitter,
30 Sept. 2019, https:/twitter.com/Gabbyv23/status/1178713493152944128.

goodnightchumby [@goodnightchumby]. “Funny That a Homestuck Kinnie Is Preaching Purity
Politics When the Comic Itself Is Very Aligned with Proship Viewpoints. Not to Mention
Being Filled with Incest Lmao Https://T.Co/aUnPEumZGA.” Twitter, 20 Oct. 2021,

https://twitter.com/goodnightchumby/status/1450931904543289350.
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GreasyBoi(Commissions open) [@NotDyingInACage]. “Just to Be Clear, You Guys, a #notp Is
Far Different from an #anti And If You Call Yourself a Safe Anti, Youre Not an Anti
Your Peace with Ones Offense towards a Ship Is Just a Notp #vld #voltron To Be an Anti
Is to Fight to Eradicate/#dehumanize a Ship and Its Shippers.” Twitter, 20 Sept. 2018,
https://twitter.com/NotDyingInACage/status/1042670656859471872.

GreenDayAngel [(@GreenDayAngel]. “@dottweets Supernatural Fandom Is at a Weird Sort of
Crossroads, Where You Have an Intense Ship War between Two Popular Ships Meeting
up with Anti-Slash, Anti-Fanfic Attitudes.” Twitter, 1 May 2018,
https://twitter.com/GreenDayAngel/status/991379890376200197.

Griselda Gimpel [@GriseldaGimpel]. “@stitchmediamix Which, Tangent, What Fandoms
Actually Have a Bad Anti Problem? You’ve Mentioned Voltron and Grayson. I’ve Heard
the Loki Series (Which I Don’t Have Fic for yet). I Know Harry Potter Had Some
Vicious Ship Wars in the Past, and That Can Overlap. Any Others?” Twitter, 31 Jan.
2022, https://twitter.com/GriseldaGimpel/status/1488203695196151810.

gwyn! == [@gwwynnnn]. “The Artist Who Vico Reposted like 7 Hours Ago Is a Proshipper
Who Ships Loki/Thor, Hankcon, the Supernatural Brothers, and the Siblings from Tua

e (o0 ” Twitter, 20 June 2022,

https://twitter.com/gwwynnnn/status/1538832776392220673.

hiha demn théts ¢rezy.. doés @nyene waent a sticé o [@arvisig]. “Who Put This Fucking Tweet
of Cursed Ships on My Tl and Why Am i the Killing/Stalking Ship
Https://T.Co/2XK6EQNI1hIL.” Twitter, 15 Aug. 2018,

https://twitter.com/arvisig/status/1029713141851201542.
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Hanne @ [@ReadInTheNight]. “@BRIGHTDJARIN @burritonerd Also, in Some Fandoms

‘proshipping’ Can Mean 1 Specific Ship. I Think in the Voltron Fandom pro Shipping
Started to Get the Meaning You Shipped Lance x Keith (i Think, Could Be Keith x Shiro
Not Completly Sure). But This Is Something Fandom Specific and Not the General
Meaning.” Twitter, 19 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/ReadInTheNight/status/1372991834851541001.

have camera, loves travel © & » ¥ [@Persian_Slipper]. “@fffinnagain Also, That Vid

Shows Why Antis Couldn’t Have Existed in 2000s Era Fandom. Between Clex, All the
Buffy S1-S3 Ships, Wincest, and the Entire Harry Potter Fandom, Every Fucking Thing
Was ‘Problematic.” Oh, and Q/O Shippers. Heads Would Have Exploded.” Twitter, 19
Aug. 2020, https://twitter.com/Persian_Slipper/status/1295967628801060864.

HavenARTZU (® [@Haven_chanArtzu]. “@shotaconned (Steven Universe) Me:*drawing
Ships* Antis:Your Right This Is an Artist but Artist Doesn’t Ship Problematic Arts
Me:Witf.. Antis:This Is Not a Good Example Something Is Clearly Wrong Me:Get the
Fuck out and Stop Snooping Someone’s Acc That Has Literally Have a Warning | Have
NSFW.” Twitter, 14 Apr. 2023,
https://twitter.com/Haven_chanArtzu/status/1646730725021093888.

havu 7 @ does this unit have a soul? [@lightlyteal]. “If Anyone Is Stuck in Supernatural Anti
Circles and Worried No One Will Be Their Friend If They Openly Write Problematique
Fic, ME!!!! I’ll Love You!!!! I'm a Cas/Misha Fan/Destiel Shipper Who Isn’t an Anti
and Doesn’t Care If u Also Ship Incest or Whatever.” Twitter, 20 Nov. 2020,

https://twitter.com/lightlyteal/status/1329826588020633600.
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HELIA T ¢/ [@helia boke]. “Yall Really out Here Fighting about MY HERO ACADEMIA
Ships TF YALL FIGHT ABOUT??? THEY’RE CHILDREN Lord Im Tired.” Twitter, 17
Feb. 2021, https://twitter.com/helia_boke/status/1361884865906540547.

hey it’s morse [@varlinheau]. “I Used to Be like, Kinda Weird and Distrustful of Others’ Kinks
and Interests but around the Same Time | Was in Voltron Fandom and Started Being
Harassed for Ships | Started Becoming Aggressively pro-Whatever-Fake-Shit-You-like
and Now I’m like ‘Not My Kink...yet.”” Twitter, 6 Oct. 2021,
https://twitter.com/varlinheau/status/1445751887257477130.

holden caulfield & ps [@catchernthrye]. “I Was a Huge Hannibal Stan for Years but All That pro

Ship Rainbow Meaty Shit Ruined It for Me. over the Years It Just Got Worse and Worse
and i Cringe Now Every Time i See People Still Begging All These Years Later for
Another Season.” Twitter, 2 Jan. 2023,
https://twitter.com/catchernthrye/status/1609734658798878720.

Homestuck Tech Support [@yoitscro]. “@TheRealDSandman True. We Can Make a Homestuck
Group for Homestuck Twitter Artist Who Migrated, and Make Anti Ship Stamps on Ms

Paint.” Twitter, 5 Aug. 2019, https://twitter.com/yoitscro/status/1158508872262402049.
Hoshi % [@HoshiHime ]. “Antis Would Be Dead If Homestuck Was Still a Thing All the

Characters Were Basically Realated to Eachother in a Way or Another. You Would Start
to Ship Something and 10 Pages Later You Would Discover That the Characters Were
Related Somehow. Wild Times.” Twitter, 8 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/HoshiHime_/status/1413110472442793984.

i am a writer, a writer of fictions () [@ship_to_hell]. “@tinolqga It’s like Clockwork: If There Is

a Ship That Antis Hate, That Is the Ship That My Brain Will Latch onto like a Rabid
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Chimpanzee. i Got into Star Wars & Fell Face-First into Reylo & Obikin.” Twitter, 20
June 2023, https://twitter.com/ship_to_hell/status/1670954758742368262.

1 want to see james bond eat scrambled eggs [(@dantalione]. “Straight up Im Not Usually a
Hardcore pro/Ship Person like Usually i Just Wanna Fuckin Chill... but i Fully Support
the Harry Potter Fandom Making Whatever Disgusting Weird Crap They like If Only
Because i Know It Would Make Jerf Kerf Rerfwling Mad.” Twitter, 13 Aug. 2021,
https://twitter.com/dantalione/status/1426050006641827851.

ibuprofano 69mg [(@apathy syndrome]. “@yhenestik @_keypluswords @megatrook @vraji
You Realize That “This Kind of Behavior’ Is Pictures of Anime Teens Kissing, Right?
What the Puriteens Call ‘Sexualizing Minors’ Is Shipping My Hero Academia Characters
Together.” Twitter, 15 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/apathy syndrome/status/1371521415199997952.

[llegalChestSize [@FlatChestSize]. “I Don’t Understand How Antis Discovered Genshin Impact,
and Thought, ‘Oh, This Is Definitely a Game Made for Me and My Sensibilities. I Will
Now Go Tell People Online What Hasubando They Can Ship in the Gacha Game.’”
Twitter, 29 Oct. 2020, https://twitter.com/FlatChestSize/status/1321865435588026371.

@iloveromionel23 [@iloveromionel23]. “@imyourwhorecrux @darkmacadamian the

Chemistry Been in the Room... i Don’t Know If You Need to Watch Harry Potter

Again s == Dramione Is Literally a Anti-Hermione Ship and Romione Will Always

Top It & & .” Twitter, 24 Apr. 2023,

https://twitter.com/iloveromione123/status/1650369571940089856.
imani [@rosemosis]. “@prince_isms It’s Crazy Be If It Were a Hetero ‘Relationship’, i Feel like

All the Teenage Girls Would Take the Issues in Killing Stalking, Seriously. but Bc Its
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about Two Males, They Choose to Romanticize the Mental/Physical Abuse While
Shipping Sangwoo and Yoonbum, Bc Its ‘Cute’ :).” Twitter, 24 Aug. 2020,
https://twitter.com/rosemosis/status/1297693645852770308.

Indigo [@Indigo dewdrops]. “Hey, Everyone I Figure I Might as Well Introduce Myself! I’'m
Indigo, a Proship Harry Potter Fic Writer. I Ship a Lot and I’ve Got Some Fics Planned
for the near Future so Stick around If You’d Like!” Twitter, 20 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Indigo_dewdrops/status/1605034952826896385.

[@]Isdunes]. “Rainbow Meaties Are a Section of the Hannibal Fandom That’s pro Ship and Well.
pro Shippers in Any Fandom Space Are Freaks but They Supported Art of the Main
Character Sleeping w His Dog.” Twitter, 2 May 2021,
https://twitter.com/isdunes/status/1366853545060876293.

[@itsabob]. “Me When I Find out My Favorite Harry Potter Artist Is a Proshipper and Just
Admitted That Grooming Kids Is Okay If It Has Consent in It.” Twitter, 12 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/itsabob_/status/1624656892243968001.

jack ps #ceasefirenow [@SIXFLESH_]. “DNI/ BYF / TRIGGERS ; Dni : - Dream

Stan/Supporter - like Killing Stalking (Makes Me Uncomfortable) -
Proship/Conservative/Maga Ect Dni i Will Block on Site Byf: - | Am Neurodivergent!
Plz Be Patient - i Will Talk about My Interests Nonstop [Cont.].” Twitter, 18 May 2022,
https://twitter.com/SIXFLESH_/status/1526938651204149250.

jack (© =) [@jackthefrograt]. “@NowThatsEpic_ That Really Depends on What Your Main

Account Is Dude If You’re a Proshipper or You like Bro Strider from Homestuck Thats

Usually What | Block People for. If Not Then I Probably Just Thought You Were
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Annoying.” Twitter, 10 May 2021,
https://twitter.com/jackthefrograt/status/1391815505929854976.

jamesphobos [@jamesphobos]. “@mainstreamtrash 3. You’re Literally Factually Wrong on the
Origin of ‘Proship’. It Started Back in the Voltron Fandom - People Would Tag Things as
‘Anti-Ship’ (Insert Ship There) so That It Wouldn’t Be in the Actual Ship Tag, as a
Courtesy.” Twitter, 16 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/jamesphobos/status/1626349179076505601.

jamie & [@_wintersgraham]. “@ratbaStrd Depends on the Stan, pro Ship Hannibal Twt Is
Disgustang.” Twitter, 6 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/_wintersgraham/status/1412226216095109120.

jamie { . [@alicentstark]. “Some People Just Look like Former Tumblr User Proshipper
Homestuck Dead Dove Freaks 1 Can’t Explain It like u Can See Them Once and Already
Know.” Twitter, 24 May 2023,

https://twitter.com/alicentstark/status/1661272063774957573.
jan sewi pi unpa epiku, or rizz god, AAA 3¢ [@crystalBarbasol]. “So Strong Infact Im Actually

a Little Worried That They Might Become a Proshipper Lmao All They Do in Class Is
Read Homestuck Fanfiction. Seriously. Still Remember That One Time | Showed Them a
v1 Ultrakill Chat Bot and Their First Instinct Was to Roleplay as Nepeta with It
Https://T.Co/ucuNKnIOEq.” Twitter, 19 Jan. 2023,
https://twitter.com/crystalBarbasol/status/1615939057124515840.

jarvis cocker roach [(@CockaroachLord]. “@PeachyKneeSocks @HollowsEvle YEA and Turns
out Then He Got into Hannibal and Then Ended up in like the Hannibal Proship Side of

Twitter and Then like Was Shipping Some Genshin Impact Characters Who Were like
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Brothers or Cousins.” Twitter, 2 Dec. 2021,
https://twitter.com/CockaroachLord/status/1466520527540039683.

Jasmiork [@jasmiork]. “@galaxyjwi @legallyyanfei Well, There Are so Many Kind of People

Shipping like This & like EndevorxTodoroki(My Hero Academia) or

MarinettexPapillon(Miraculus Ladybug) Why Do People Exist? 4 & X.” Twitter, 6
May 2021, https://twitter.com/jasmiork/status/1390379494922407949.

jay f£E [@jellicle_jay]. “Hey,, Hey Star Wars Fandom,, This Is What i Mean by Putting “pro-
Ship; Antis Dni’ in My Bio,, If Ur Not Going to Support Shipping as a Concept (and Yes,
That Means EVERY SINGLE SHIP No Matter How Disgusting u May Find It) Just
Don’t Get Involved with Me Okay????” Twitter, 11 June 2020,
https://twitter.com/jellicle_jay/status/1270924030523080704.

Jill @ Destiel @ #CasticlForever [@DestielAlways]. “Anti Ship Fans in the #supernatural
Fandom Thinking They Can Speak for the Actors... Http://T.Co/a7v9ulUmyl.” Twitter,
24 Nov. 2014, https://twitter.com/Destiel Always/status/537026389653065728.

joel [@azacialeaf]. “Why Proshipping Makes You a Terrible Person. 1: It Might Be Fiction, but
You Still Find Pleasure in Seeing Minors and Siblings Having Sex. 2: Most Proshippers
Draw R34 of Games or Cartoons That Children Would See. (Sonic, Genshin Impact,
Friday Night Funkin, Roblox, Etc.).” Twitter, 26 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/azacialeaf/status/1607222352516898816.

joke [@dumbstupidjoke]. “@melfumeros You Know a Ship Is Bad When It’s a Minor and a

Teacher = I'm Looking at You Ezria and Snamione.” Twitter, 21 Aug. 2021,

https://twitter.com/dumbstupidjoke/status/1429080096460128257.


https://twitter.com/CockaroachLord/status/1466520527540039683
https://twitter.com/jasmiork/status/1390379494922407949
https://twitter.com/jellicle_jay/status/1270924030523080704
https://twitter.com/DestielAlways/status/537026389653065728
https://twitter.com/azacialeaf/status/1607222352516898816
https://twitter.com/dumbstupidjoke/status/1429080096460128257

143

ka « 1idraw once a upon time [@agua_con_hielo]. “Why Antis Hates so Much Hannibal Lmao,

the Show Its for Adults, the Writter Ship Them, Mads Ship Them, and They Made i
Canon like ? What Are You Compaining? Lmao Enjoy.” Twitter, 27 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/agua_con_hielo/status/1375919566858158086.

Kaitossa Faraasha [(@KaitOfChange]. “Ok so to Try and Fix It in My Brain: Proship = Ppl Are
Free to Ship Anything, Even Stuff That’s Gross or Illegal Irl Antiship = Ppl Are Morally
Deficient If They Ship Stuff That’s Gross or Illegal Irl and/or Such Ships Should Be
Banned An Example: ‘Wincest’ (from Supernatural).” Twitter, 6 Mar. 2023,
https://twitter.com/KaitOfChange/status/1632629082537054208.

Kamina tinoudi [@KaminaTinoudi]. “@hourly_shitpost Society If My Hero Academia Fans
Stopped Shipping Every God Damn Underage Character They See Sharing a Scene for
Nano Seconds in the Show and Stopped Being so Toxic about It to a Point of Attacking
the Creator (They Don’t Know They Are Giving a Bad Reputation to a Good Show)
Https://T.Co/piEnnttpPB.” Twitter, 21 Aug. 2022,

https://twitter.com/KaminaTinoudi/status/1561167454440669185.
kass-less whisper @ End OTW Racism @ Z» [@amorxremanet]. “@lingering nomad

@genovian_prince I’'m Still Not over Seeing Friends from an Old Fandom Who Liked a
Father/Son Inc*st Ship + a Ship between a Vulnerable 16/17-y/o Boy & the 25-Ish-y/o
Guy Who Starts off Antagonistic toward Him & Arguably Abusive/a Stalker...... Go
Full Anti over Otay/Uri, Killing/Stalking, & S/Heith.” Twitter, 18 Oct. 2019,
https://twitter.com/amorxremanet/status/1185232524513075202.

kayla © [@mikuotamatone]. “// Incest Proship Why the Fuck Is the Ship Name for Dean and

Sam from Supernatural Wincest and Not Wincester. Everyday the Proshippers Find
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Another Way to Let Me Down @} .” Twitter, 18 Apr. 2021,
https://twitter.com/mikuotamatone/status/1383907541281693698.
kayle [@werejinkos]. “@atsushiqt One of My Oomfs on My Other Account Said They Are a

pro Shipper Even Though They Don’t like pro Shippers and Even Ships Kaeluc (Genshin
Impact) Too @& G .” Twitter, 13 May 2021,

https://twitter.com/werejinkos/status/1392841913762344966.

kelly [@gingecan]. “The Amount of Psychic Damage I Was Dealt as an RA over a Year of
Having to Listen to My ProShip Neighbor Dance around Trying to Justify ‘Theoretical’
Supernatural Inc*st While | Knew He Liked Art of a Father Kissing His Son... Fuck
Them Soldiers.” Twitter, 4 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/gingecan/status/1411900567262318592.

Kenneth [@closecallsaiyan]. “@balancedpadawan @aimmyarrowshigh Uhhhh... No. It Is NOT a
Common Trope in Star Wars. On Top of That, for THREE MOVIES, Ben Tried to Kill
Rey. That Kiss Scene Was Shoveled in Just to Appease an Already Toxic Shipping
Community.” Twitter, 28 Aug. 2020,
https://twitter.com/closecallsaiyan/status/1299141374265171975.

Ketchup from Metal Gear Solid (1998) [@bigbossisgay]. “Pro/Anti Ship Disk Horse in the
Hannibal Fandom Was the Most Insane Exercise in Hypocrisy Ever They Were All like
‘Kink Fic Normalizes (Something That Will Never Be Normalized)!” And Then They
Went Back to Shipping the Serial Killer Cannibal with His Abuse Victim N1.” Twitter,

12 Feb. 2022, https://twitter.com/bigbossisgay/status/1492556316371529730.
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Khaira [@SecretBlackVow]. “I Really Enjoy Voltron but All These Anti-Ship Fans Are Making
Being in This Fandom Really Distasteful Https://T.Co/t70yaYnLTO0.” Twitter, 26 Jan.
2017, https://twitter.com/SecretBlackVow/status/824761299468849152.

king autism [@deadtowers]. “Voltron ‘Proshipper’ Sheith Fans Will Really Be like Hm Today 1
Will Go on the Internet and Just Flat out Make Shit Up.” Twitter, 11 Apr. 2022,
https://twitter.com/deadtowers/status/1513595828702613504.

kinkin [@genkinnie]. “Umm Hey y’all I Was Wondering If You Could Go Block This Account?
They’re Proship on Mha Twt & Are Very Mentally Unwell. Https://T.Co/G58yCcP0Jt.”
Twitter, 27 June 2021, https://twitter.com/genkinnie/status/1409255979351306241.

KIRI kanan atas bawah ) [@KirimiHellgrea]. “@crowspice & Aiyaa i Backread a Bit on
Your TL Looks like Homestuck Is Still a Shitshow (i Say This While Being a Homestuck

Myself) Why Cant People Just Mind Their Own Shit ¢ plus Isnt ‘Proshipper’ in Your

Bio Meant to Ward Those Exact People out so They Dont Have to Deal with You?”
Twitter, 18 Apr. 2021, https://twitter.com/KirimiHellgrea/status/1383594866743996416.

kiri [@kiriaura]. “Reminder If You’re an Anti from Voltron Who Happens to Ship Kiribaku
Please Unfollow Me and Don’t Touch Me or My Boys Ever Again.” Twitter, 29 Jan.
2019, https://twitter.com/Kiriaura/status/1090309337669603329.

kit marks (gull) [@ident1kitt]. “This Is Exactly It. You’ll Find ‘Anti-Shippers’ Usually Pick the
Ship That Opposes Their Own to Be Most Vocal about. This Isn’t Entirely New - This
Happened in Harry Potter Fandom in the Early 00s - but You Weren’t Doxxed for It, and
No One Took Those People Seriously.” Twitter, 12 Mar. 2021,

https://twitter.com/ident1kitt/status/1370554339434061825.
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https://twitter.com/deadtowers/status/1513595828702613504
https://twitter.com/genkinnie/status/1409255979351306241
https://twitter.com/KirimiHellgrea/status/1383594866743996416
https://twitter.com/kiriaura/status/1090309337669603329
https://twitter.com/ident1kitt/status/1370554339434061825

146

Kitten [@KitVentures]. “@galrakeef How Does Being a Fan of a Cartoon Equal That Kind of
Insanity. | Mean Really. | Love Voltron but Not Enough Too Turn It into Hate Culture.
I’m pro Ship with Chemistry/Circumstance. Give Me Evidence That Works I11 Ship It.
Sheith, Klance.... Doesn’t Matter We Should Love All.” Twitter, 19 Feb. 2018,
https://twitter.com/KitVentures/status/965727185750261761.

klarion [@pie and riddles]. “If I See Another Motherfucking pro Ship Hannibal Fan I May or
May Not Go Absolutely Bonkers.” Twitter, 26 Jan. 2022,
https://twitter.com/pie_and_riddles/status/1486172289964163079.

KlavKrislife [@Simon_Shipping]. “I Need Supernatural pro Ship Friends.” Twitter, 22 July
2022, https://twitter.com/Simon_Shipping/status/1550573337398714370.

koga enstar [@evilhyena)]. “// Proship , Pedo 1 Didnt Get It at Firsy and Then i Realized HOLY
FUCKING SHIT IS THAT COUPLE SUPPOSED TO BE HARRY POTTER AND
VOLDEMORT.” Twitter, 29 Sept. 2021,
https://twitter.com/evilhyena/status/1443056370438348805.

Kohi needs coffee [@koshitantankohi]. “@TAXIANJVN Anti Is Even Older than That, Back
during the Harry Potter Fandom Being Anti-Dumbledore, Anti-Ron or Anti-Whatever
Ship Was Pretty Common, but I Don’t Remember It Was Anywhere Close to as Toxic as
the Later Tumblr Version???” Twitter, 25 Jan. 2021,
https://twitter.com/koshitantankohi/status/1353670512577302528.

kowaiyoukai #BLM “ O %7 #ReleaseTheBOPGayCut [@kowaiyoukai]. “Another Reminder: I

Do NOT Believe Fiction = Reality. | Do Not Support Antis or Censorship in Any Way.
Please Block Me If You Disagree Bc I’'m Sick of Seeing The Discourse. Antis Are out

Here Acting like Everyone with a Ship from Harry Potter, Naruto, BNHA, Etc. Is a
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Pe/Dop/Hile.” Twitter, 14 Oct. 2019,
https://twitter.com/kowaiyoukai/status/1183870051037974528.

Kris @& o [@butchseiya]. “// Voltron , Proship . . The Evil Has Been Defeated.” Twitter, 10
Sept. 2022, https://twitter.com/butchseiya/status/1568721260212887556.

[@Kyzellar]. ““proship Not Welcome’ Bich You Draw Homestuck??” Twitter, 14 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/kyzellar/status/1668908106393288705.

Lady MelleBerry~ 2 [@Melleberry Rose]. “I Hit a Culture Shock Hopping from the FFXV
Fandom, One of the Chillest and Multiship Fandoms I’ve Ever Experienced, to the My
Hero Academia Fandom--- And the Amount of Toxic, Bullying, Anti-Ship, Horrific
Things I Heard Still Doesn’t Measure to the Nightmare It Really Is.” Twitter, 9 July
2021, https://twitter.com/Melleberry Rose/status/1413642029511307264.

LAND BACK, PROTECT THE SACRED, PUNCH NAZIS, ACAB[@RynUfe]. “It Reminded
Me of the Jasper/Lapis Dynamic from Steven Universe but Not as Well Done. Still Too...
Yea. Asspatting of It Is What | Call It, Romanticism of Abusive Queer Relationships of
Which | Get Very Triggered about and I See Happen a Lot in the MSM.” Twitter, 14 July
2020, https://twitter.com/rynufe/status/1283116496756113408.

Land of the Evening Star [@LuisaBr91179380]. “@JenosonTwit Yeah I Used to Be Ashamed of
Shipping Destiel since | Learned It Had Antis It but Now I Just Accept Certain Ships Call
to Me and That Even Proshippers Have Ships Liked by Antis. | Ship Ereri but | Don’t
Mind Seeing Other Ships. I Also Multiship for My Hero Academia.” Twitter, 11 Dec.
2022, https://twitter.com/LuisaBr91179380/status/1602048592147087360.

Lenny @ Lavie [@LenLavie]. “Hey Remember When Antis Convinced Thousands of People

Online, Many Who Had Never Seen Voltron, That Shiro and Keith Was Morally


https://twitter.com/kowaiyoukai/status/1183870051037974528
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Reprehensible (Incest, Pedophilia, Grooming) When It Is, in Fact, Pure Vanilla, Sweetly
Supportive, and Completely Wholesome? Anyway, Ship Sheith. = < .” Twitter, 29
Sept. 2020, https://twitter.com/LenLavie/status/1310925550815506432.

Leo: A Committed Hoe (8 [@nerd leo ]. “The Way the Antis Talk about Sylki, One Would
Think That It’s Hannibal Meets Borgias Type of Ship When It’s... Huh, so Tamed.”
Twitter, 27 July 2021, https://twitter.com/nerd_leo_/status/1420101038946795526.

[@lilybarrieres]. “Pro Ship Ppl r so Funny Bc They’ll Be like ‘My Genshin Impact Rape Incest
Fanfiction Is a Modern Day Nabokovs Lolita and If u Disagree Ur a Queerphobic Ableist

Sex Hating Prude.’” Twitter, 1 July 2023,

https://twitter.com/lilybarrieres/status/1664392243078221826.
Liz » ¥ [@kelsierhoid]. “Will i Be Able to Find Some Crazy Dead Dove/pro Ship Supernatural

Mutuals on Here?? Pretty Sure You All Are Here but 1 Hope 1 Don’t Have to Search Too
Long.” Twitter, 24 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/kelsierhoid/status/1672746819590184960.

liz G the king of discourses [@jajankaisen]. “@nya83c Antis Pre-Dated Voltron, i Remember
Being Told That i’m an Abuse Apologist for a Homestuck Ship i Liked Back in 2012 Lol
but Voltron PERFECTED Them.” Twitter, 30 Jan. 2023,
https://twitter.com/jajankaisen/status/1619943012846678017.

Lucia (Lou) €@ € # [@assortedpuzlpcs]. “For Reference, My Account Is 18+, I’'m a Proship
Multishipper Primarily in the SPN Fandom, but I Also Bounce around in Others like
Hannibal, MCU/Marvel Comics, DC, & Good Omens.” Twitter, 22 Dec. 2021,

https://twitter.com/assortedpuzlpcs/status/1473511063664668679.
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lucy ¥¥GENERAL JING YUAN E1 HAVER +BEF DAWN &' [@_ajaxsimp]. “TL Cleanse

with the Most Canon Ship in Genshin Impact, Hoyolab’s Beloved, Everyone’s Dream
and Fairytale (Taste Me Thinks) and That Can’t Help but Cause Strokes to the Antis,
Chlm Supremacy.” Twitter, 29 Jan. 2022,
https://twitter.com/_ajaxsimp/status/1487485281993375747.

Luke Fortnitebussy1 [@fortnitebussy1]. “Like If They’re Fighting on the Front Lines about
Fandom Shit They’re Either 1. Terminally Online Teenagers like Me or 2. 30 Year Old
Soccer Moms Who Read Harry Potter Fanfics and Wear the Proshipper Meat Pins. Its a
Lose Lose.” Twitter, 18 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/fortnitebussy1/status/1548847048870354946.

Lunars [@0922 angel]. “I Can Still See Some Toxic Chilumi Antis Sayin That the Ship Is
Illegal Because ‘lumi’s a Minor Because She Has the Body of a Minor’ Well, Can You

Say the Same Thing to Theresa from Honkai Then? (e #chilumi #Genshinlmpact

Https://T.Co/xJP03cupGp.” Twitter, 18 Aug. 2022,

https://twitter.com/0922_angel/status/1560252838185664513.
Madalena ¢¥ [@OlhaAMadalena]. “@aldo0002323 @cotastra @EOSpeedWeed

@RealYouTubeKids Pro Shipper Is When Someone Ships Something Agaisnt the Law,
like Zoophilia, Pedophilia, Necrophilia, Etc. Only Disgusting Things. Example : Hutao x
Qigi: Qiqi Is a Dead Kid from Genshin Impact, Even If Hu Tao Is Not 18+ It Still
Considered Proshipping Bcs of Necrophilia.” Twitter, 5 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/OlhaAMadalena/status/1544342349907632128.

MadamelLibrarian [@MrsLibrarians]. “I’'m Seeing a Lot of Chatter on My Feed about Ships. Pro.

Anti. Which Ships Are Better than Others. On & on Ad Nauseum. Some Advice, You
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Have a Much More Positive Fandom Experience If You Treat Ships like Pizza. No One
Will Agree on the Same Toppings. #shipandletship #Supernatural.” Twitter, 19 Jan. 2019,
https://twitter.com/MrsLibrarians/status/1086498735423668224.

mads [@etherealpadme]. “I’'m so Fucking Tired of All of It. i’m Tired of the Reylos vs Antis.
1’m Tired of the Harassment. i’m Tired of the Canceling. Can We PLEASE to Know
People on a Personal Level before We Block Them for Their View on a Star Wars Ship..”
Twitter, 15 Feb. 2020, https://twitter.com/etherealpadme/status/1228519221195427840.

mads (7 [@riseofreylo]. “Do Anti Reylos Even Care about Star Wars or Do They Just Care
about Hating on a Ship?” Twitter, 29 Nov. 2019,
https://twitter.com/riseofreylo/status/1200228941451149313.

make up a proshipper (ABANDONED) [(@makeaproshipper]. “Proshipper Who Wants More
Lord Voldemort Aka Tom Riddle x Harry Potter (¢¢ 4 ) Mutuals.” Twitter, 9 Jan. 2021,
https://twitter.com/makeaproshipper/status/1347900120055033856.

Malakh [@Malakh1709]. “@King_Sukunaaa And They Watched My Hero Academia? ®® That
Guy’s Basically Shipping Deku with Eri, a CHILD. Would Speak More on CSM but
Dont Wanna Spoil Anime Onlies Https://T.Co/w1Z79IXION.” Twitter, 23 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Malakh1709/status/1606335059291566080.

MandaBear &g [@MandaBear72]. “Lil’ Rough Bein’ a Certain Kinda My Hero Academia
Fan. Get Hit w/ Spoilers despite Avoiding as an Anime-Only. Toxic Antis That Turn
Shipping into a Pissing Contest. Fans Giving You Gripe over Characters You Don’t like

‘cause You Don’t Read the Manga. Like, I'm Just Vibin’ Here & .” Twitter, 22 Apr.

2021, https://twitter.com/MandaBear72/status/1385282865450127362.
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manifesting aizawa tentacle porn (@ [@aizawas bussy]. “@buniren Genshin Impact Is a Chn
Game and in the Chn Translation They Use the Term ‘Sworn Brothers’ to Describe
Kaeluc, but in the Eng Ver They Used the Term Adopted Brothers Which Is a
Mistranslation. g s and Anti Kaeluc Use That to Make the Ship Problematic and
Incestuous.” Twitter, 11 May 2021,

https://twitter.com/aizawas_bussy/status/1392229356114677765.

Mari Pink [@TitaTamariska]. “@cccgsS @Genshinlmpact Despite the Antis Kept Talking
about This Ship, but Can We Have a Moment That GI Retweet This Masterpiece?! &».”

Twitter, 15 Dec. 2020, https://twitter.com/TitaTamariska/status/1338840895253188612.

marie or whatever [@discount dora]. “Just Found out the Plot of Killing Stalking. and y’all
Were Shipping Those Two Dudes Together?? Https://T.Co/dbqR8BKSDM.” Twitter, 7
May 2023, https://twitter.com/discount_dora/status/1655089210401992707.

martian cuntserver [@bluebeetlez]. “Private Art School Is Paying Obscene Amounts of Money
to Share Classes with the Thomas Jefferson Miku Binder Artist and the Voltron
Proshipper Porn Artist.” Twitter, 7 June 2021,
https://twitter.com/bluebeetlez/status/1401937010726686725.

martin, comms open [@transmascjfk]. “Im Sorry but Whenever i See Any Genshin Impact Ship
on My Tl i Think Its Gonna Be Proship Shit Gkfnfnenfn.” Twitter, 2 Aug. 2021,
https://twitter.com/transmascjfk/status/1422250802043817984.

Mary Olivia, @amalgamary(@silverheart.social [@amalgamary]. “@dillspitzen
@PhilosophyTube @Hbomberguy @plentyofalcoves @biggestjoel pro Ship Means It’s
Okay for People to Enjoy and Create Media about Dysfunctional Relationships , Such as

Bryan Fuller’s ‘Hannibal’; ‘anti’ Short for ‘Anti-Shipper’ i.e. the People Who Will
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Scream at You about How Enjoying Fictional Dysfunction Means You Support IRL
Dysfunction.” Twitter, 19 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/amalgamary/status/1372839466193199107.

Max, CEO of Dadstiel [(@dadstielkline]. “AO3 Authors Think They’re Doing Something by
Writing ‘Harry Potter Fix It :) Fuck JKR Btw’ Then Leave in All the Fatphobia, the Anti
Semitism, Add a Trans Character That Shows up like 5 Times, Take out the House Elves
Love Slavery Bit, & Include a Bully x Victim Gay Ship (Dr*rry).” Twitter, 27 Apr. 2023,
https://twitter.com/dadstielkline/status/1651622346371866624.

max zec [@seeing4d]. “@Nux_Taku That Fire Is Basically the My Hero Academia Fandom
When You Tell Them to Stop Shipping Minors.” Twitter, 4 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/seeing4d/status/1411772202014416900.

Maxofmillions [@gahYUCK]. “Adam Driver and Daisy Ridley Are the Two Biggest Outspoken
Anti-Reylo’s. And yet They Were Forced to Do This Shit Because of You Creepy
Fuckers. Nice. #AntiReylo #Adamdriver #DaisyRidley #starwars #tros #Antitros
#TheRiseOfSykwalker #reylo.” Twitter, 21 Dec. 2019,
https://twitter.com/gahY UCK/status/1208285245104984064.

MelodiousEmpress(ME) [@Empress Melody ]. “Friendly Reminder That If You Are a
Homestuck Proship, or Just Regular Old Nasty Proship, to Do Not Follow Me and Stay
off My Page and Stay Away from My AU Cuz I Don’t Play That’s Unfortunately.”
Twitter, 19 Jan. 2022,

https://twitter.com/Empress_Melody /status/1483622112149442561.
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merry owenmas [@quaremorito]. “She Turned into a 35 y/o Proshipper Arguing with Kids over
the Morality of Genshin Impact Ships.” Twitter, 2 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/quaremorito/status/1621260095093874691.

Mic TCC Bound “ " [@funsizedizzy]. “Yknow What Actually If Youre an Anti in the
Homestuck Fandom, How? Like Do Yall Not Get That Every Ship That Has Happened
and Could Happen, Has Already Happened in a Doomed Timeline or Otherwise? Like
You Can Ship Whatever and Its Technically Canon.” Twitter, 15 May 2022,
https://twitter.com/funsizedizzy/status/1525674111086874629.

MIDA 1 [@R_MUST4NG]. “Depending on Who You Follow the People Can Be Chill, Not
Everybody in the Mha Fandom Is a 30 Something Year Old Bakugou Obsessed, Loser
Weirdo Proshipping Freak ‘= .” Twitter, 17 Oct. 2021,
https://twitter.com/R_MUST4NG/status/1449831277931151360.

mii [@xyrzzj]. “@mikoijn @orchidteha @Genshinlmpact You Literally Just Stick to the Age,
but You Both Don’t Take into Account That It’s Fucking Zoophiles (?). And Let Me
Remind You That This Counts as Proship Too.” Twitter, 26 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/xyrzzj/status/1673409611724910594.

Minty” ", ™. [@mintycel]. “@alexisoak23 @bakunonist Ok but This Is so Not True. Don’t
Give Antis Credit Where They Don’t Deserve It. I Am a Reylo Shipper, They Don’t
Really Have a Supernatural Age Gap, They Have a Regular Age Gap of 8ish Years. Do
You Think We Ever Hear the End of That from Antis? Just Cause the Ship Is Het? Nah.”
Twitter, 19 Feb. 2021, https://twitter.com/mintycel/status/1362755329713446917.

miran" @ / seeing xh !! [@odebbg]. “// Proshippers , Voltron , Sheith Bro Why Did a

Proshipper Reply to My Comment That Was from Last Year?? Listen i Dont Care about
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You Defending Sheith the Fuck??” Twitter, 24 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/odebbg/status/1374762278197858310.

[@moldedwinters]. “What Else Can 1 Expect from a 20+ Yr Old Voltron Proshipper Who Isnt
Transmasc Themselves Speaking over My Community.. Oh Wow.” Twitter, 21 Apr.

2023, https://twitter.com/moidedwinters/status/1649620369110626304.
Monnech [@Monnech1]. “@holmesversion @ &5 & &8 That Thing Can Work Only If You

Creepy Hellers Stop with This Nonsense Fanfic Ship...Did You Even See 1 Full Episode
of Spn??? Bc 1 Know Nobody Really Watching It and Shipping That Bestiality Shit.”

Twitter, 29 June 2023, https://twitter.com/Monnechl/status/1674370869194371073.
Mordred ® 35 = [@arthurianmaiden]. “@DeterminedRex96 @tffoxfirefly18 @DragonsEye0

(@myheroacademia @horikoshiko I Only Checked under Hori’s Art, Not Outside. And
My Experience. Izuocha Fans on Reddit Even Have a Whole Subreddit Dedicated to
Bashing Kacchako, but with a Lot of Homophobia and Anti - Every Ship. As an lzuocha
Fan Myself, Trying to Talk with Them Has Been Useless.” Twitter, 14 Apr. 2021,
https://twitter.com/arthurianmaiden/status/1382330520705642496.

M°RPA [@Moreasans]. “@CEOofAsahi @CrimsonFenrir7 Homestuck, Which Is Where My
Anti Group Carried over from. Had a Terrible Reputation Not Because of the Ships, Who
Were Also All, ‘Literal Children’. But Because They Did Not Respect Others Consent or
Boundaries. (Randomly Licking Someone Is Assault.).” Twitter, 25 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/Moreasans/status/1673062023049928704.

Mostly Moved [@bullnetches]. “@phazonblast Oh Man. Star Wars Shipping of the Totally Not a

Nazi Allegory and the Abusive Toxic Man Who Throws Big Destructive Murderous
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Temper Tantrums and Sniffs Misogyny Powder.” Twitter, 29 Apr. 2019,
https://twitter.com/bullnetches/status/1122676471271776258.

Mouse, Nap Era, @ @ A /<%y ¢ [@adybpt]. “Idk Why You’re Getting Ratioed This Is
Factually Correct. Bryan Is pro Ship. If Antis Existed in Universe: Hannibal Is a Cannibal
Who Doesn’t Care about Morals Anyway. Will Is a Forensics Professor Who Could Not
Give a Fuck about What Books You Read in Your Free Time.” Twitter, 6 Dec. 2021,
https://twitter.com/adybpt/status/1467905935435722752.

MOVED ACCS! CHECK +# [@kiyoist]. “/ Mha , Bnha , Proship Mention ONE OF NY OLD
COMFORT YTERS THAT | USED TO LIKE WHEN | WAS HYPERFIXATED ON
BNHA CAME OUT AS PROSHIP?$+$(-$+.” Twitter, 2 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/Kiyoist/status/1356450513416564737.

MOVED [@gojofuckyou]. “@la_contraire (@zombiejerusalem No i Understand Fiction If the
Story Is Well Thought out and the Plot Is Actually Good. (like Killing Stalking for
Example) but People Shipping Anime Characters Who Are Siblings or a 30+ and a L.ittle
Kid Cause They Find It Cute Is a Different Story &2 .” Twitter, 7 June 2020,
https://twitter.com/gojofuckyou/status/1269767765684092929.

Mx. Sebastian-Moses Sabra D. T. [@Octipii]. “[ * = Unlike a Lot of Ants, i *don’t*
Think the People i Hate Deserve to Starve Also, There’s a Difference between for-Profit
Hannibal Merch While Saying Some Dumb ‘Ewww Bryan’s a pro/Ship! %3 ’ Shit, &,
Say, for-Profit (Esp Trans Friendly) H/P Merch ].” Twitter, 28 Nov. 2021,
https://twitter.com/Octipii/status/1464862005857247239.

Mystia (moved to i_chinosemai) [@StellaMiNE]. “I Actually Really like Steven Universe. i Just

Never Talk about It Cuz None of You like It and the Steven Universe Fandom Is Really
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Bad Alsjslakal (i Actually Used to Have a Steven Universe Mutual but They Were Outed
as a Proshipper so Like).” Twitter, 13 Mar. 2022,
https://twitter.com/StellaMiNE/status/1503035789256675328.

N A O - Comic Artist, Illustrator, Performer [(@naofaith scri]. “Steven Universe Anti Part of
Fandom Are the Most Glaring One When Proship-Anti Wasn’t a Thing Back in Old
Days.” Twitter, 29 Jan. 2023,
https://twitter.com/naofaith_scri/status/1619625657784475650.

n; shrimp [@nt]_enty]. “@BashfulMermaid @hypnosenrique Sangwoo and Yoonbum Weren’t
Even a Ship, Killing Stalking Was a Psychological Thriller and Not a Romance, People
Who Ship Them Are Actually Insane. /Srs.” Twitter, 17 Oct. 2020,
https://twitter.com/ntl_enty/status/1317283582931599362.

Narcissistic Bunsorder & & & € € € {OwlCo} [@SocJusTrshMouth]. “One Time I

Didn’t Know That the Word ‘Antis’ Generally Meant like, Antipedoshit so I Just
Thought It Was People Who Didn’t like a Certain Ship and I like Grimdorks from
Homestuck so i Put That Grimdorks Antis Were Biphobic Cause It’s a Biship and
Pedophiles Started Liking My Page.” Twitter, 1 July 2020,
https://twitter.com/SocJusTrshMouth/status/1278250281415905280.

nat [@tomoyo_pocoyo]. “30 Year Old Millennial Who Either Writes YA Novels or

Proship Harry Potter Fanfiction.” Twitter, 9 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/tomoyo_pocoyo/status/1623606221877161984.
Nesalia [@Nesalia_Chan]. “Was Curious so 1 Finally Picked up Killing Stalking to Read and...

Uh... *inhales* I’'M ONLY 2 CHAPTERS IN AND...PEOPLE ARE SHIPPING
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https://twitter.com/naofaith_scri/status/1619625657784475650
https://twitter.com/ntl_enty/status/1317283582931599362
https://twitter.com/SocJusTrshMouth/status/1278250281415905280
https://twitter.com/tomoyo_pocoyo/status/1623606221877161984
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https://twitter.com/Nesalia_Chan/status/1303696056715218945.
Nic ~ ps [@nicola_hannibae]. “@NinPotatol I Think Hannibal Would Be More Concerned

about Antis Harassing and Being Rude. ‘Its Ok to Be Weird’ I Think Hannibal Is
Completely pro Ship, and Is Smart Enough to Separate Fiction from Reality.” Twitter, 23
Feb. 2021, https://twitter.com/nicola_hannibae/status/1364229873062080513.

nice yaoi rabid dog [@peepoopants69]. “TL;Dr Idk Man Im Just Pretty Staunchly against Antis
Who Go Crazy over Ships and Treat Fictional Characters like Real People....Sorry Megan
i Don’t Live in Teyvat, Unfortunately Genshin Impact Is Not Real.” Twitter, 4 June 2021,

https://twitter.com/peepoopants69/status/1400821880152600579.

Nickel & s KS 9 & [@chichi92 nickel]. “Lmao at Antis Getting Angry That the Killing

Stalking English Publisher Is Calling Ita BL. & @ @ Https://T.Co/8fzv4TSZIT.”

Twitter, 6 Jan. 2022, https://twitter.com/chichi92_nickel/status/1478893748004208640.

Nicole [@nicole fcd]. “There’s Not Much Else to It- Back When Hannibal Was a Big Fandom
(Tumblr Mostly), There Was a Whole Discourse in Certain Anti-Ship Circles. The Claim
Was That Because Will Was Younger than Hannibal (& | Think b/c He Was Mentally Il
Too)... /1.” Twitter, 10 Apr. 2021,
https://twitter.com/nicole_fcd/status/1380972170088710146.

noah [@hugttao]. “@SweetFemm Exactly :// And There Are Actually People Who Read Killing
Stalking to Ship the Main Characters, like the Plot Is Pretty Great but Shipping the Main
Characters ...” Twitter, 2 Apr. 2021,

https://twitter.com/huqttao/status/1378007261205827594.
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ObiNob [@obi_nob_kenobi]. “Someone ‘Threatened’ to Put Me on a Proship List for Star Wars
Tiktok and I’'m like Ok? Where Is This List? [ Better Be Number 1. The List Has yet to
Be Revealed Smh | Was Put on This List for Saying Arthur MorganxObi-Wan Kenobi
Btw Lol Https://T.Co/4ZVByNrcsH.” Twitter, 25 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/obi_nob_kenobi/status/1607129504610418688.

obsi [@acidbathdemon]. “Somehow a Proshipper Found This by Searching Homestuck. i Will
Now Run You over with My Stolen Pink Jaguar.” Twitter, 27 Jan. 2021,
https://twitter.com/acidbathdemon/status/1354254026133528577.

Ockto [@OcktolJL]. “@emuznene Any Ship Involving Jasper from Steven Universe. Every Ship
Involving This Girl Is Either Toxic or Flat out Abusive. I Get That She’s Changed in
Future, but Characters like Lapis and Peridot Don’t Need That Kinda Energy in Their

Lives Anymore. But Jaspis Gotta Be the Worst One G2 .” Twitter, 18 Oct. 2022,

https://twitter.com/OcktoJL/status/1582191677220958209.

olivial!!! [@_livnlearn]. “@keitodos i Went Thru Ur Page Rq to See If u Were a Proshipper
before Interacting and It Seems Thankfully You Arent but Also Looks like u Rt’d One of
Those Tweets Trying to Dunk(? Are Yall Winning) on Me and i Literally Respond
Saying Its an Edgy Jab at Genshin Impact Fans 8 Breathee Dawg.” Twitter, 28 June
2023, https://twitter.com/_livnlearn/status/1674087866312405001.

Oni cA 8 UA [@Oni_Queen]. “@heartspocky Back in the Day I Could Literally Find a Page or
Group for Any Harry Potter Ship, and Could Enjoy Its Content without Some Anti
Yelling in My Face about It Because Those Groups Were Monitored. | Miss Those
Groups Sometimes...” Twitter, 26 Mar. 2020,

https://twitter.com/Oni_Queen/status/1243192933689384961.
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https://twitter.com/OcktoJL/status/1582191677220958209
https://twitter.com/_livnlearn/status/1674087866312405001
https://twitter.com/Oni_Queen/status/1243192933689384961

159

or2 [@Kikersci]. “@thisburie @overalleclectic @callmenephila @killerdialecter I’ve Been
Seeing Anti vs. Proship Shit Coming onto My Dash Every Day from Multiple Fandoms
Im Not Even in Ranging from Hannibal to Steven Universe and All of It Usually Goes
Back to Pedophilia. Because Almost Every Antishipper i Know Personally and Otherwise
Is against THAT.” Twitter, 28 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/Kikersci/status/1366057555164762115.

oskar [@kraytspit]. “@scarahealer It Would Be so Wild If the First Canon Star Wars Ship Were
Obikin/Vaderwan but It’s so Impossible It Shows How Antis Have Completely Lost
Touch with Reality.” Twitter, 20 May 2022,
https://twitter.com/kraytspit/status/1527619317193400320.

ough [@gappyepic]. “@toastrebel If I Had a Nickel for Every Time Someone Quote Retweeted a
Post Saying to Look at the Op’s Carrd and the Carrd Was a Harry Potter x Voldemort
Themed Proship Carrd I’d Have Two Nickels. Which Isn’t a Lot but It’s Weird That It
Happened Twice.” Twitter, 10 Oct. 2021,

https://twitter.com/gappyepic/status/1447319304114884609.
PANCAKE % | gargling senpai’s balls [@ROYALSYRUP]. “I See a Lot of Proship/Antiship

Discourse on My Tl These Days and It’s like It’s Ripping Open a Wound That Had
Closed up Long Ago. i Find It Genuinely Upsetting, People Acting like Drawing Porn of
Mha Characters Is as Bad as Sexualizing a Real Minor.” Twitter, 7 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/ROY ALSYRUP/status/1358559126507421696.

pat [@seoltang_q]. “@springofviolets Idk but during My Time in Star Wars Fandom They Were

Treated like the Scum of the Earth All the Time for Shipping a ‘Problematic and Toxic’
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Pairing. Actually It’s Because of That Situation i Started Being More Proship Lol.”

Twitter, 19 Nov. 2021, https://twitter.com/seoltang_g/status/1461603515147726848.
Paula g8 TOTK [@there is_a cat]. “An Anti Isnt Someone against Pedo, Thats Just a Person

with Morals BUT an Anti Is That Dipshit Who Put Needles in Some Artists Cookies over
Her Steven Universe Ship.” Twitter, 26 June 2020,
https://twitter.com/there_is_a_cat/status/1276631572129742848.

peachfuzz [ @thatfoltzkid]. “@diandrasdiandra i Clicked One on Persons Profile That Wrote
Macdennis (Always Sunny. Then i Saw They Wrote Danbert (Reanimator) and Thought
That Was Cool. Then i Kept Scrolling and Saw They Wrote Wincest (Spn). like What Do
i Do with That.” Twitter, 29 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/thatfoltzkid/status/1674276611217055746.

Pegatron says Free Palestine [@goldngodsdesire]. “I Was Just Unfortunate Enough to See Very
Graphic Proship Art of Steven Universe Https://T.Co/6¢cyy7rUOPP.” Twitter, 2 Aug.
2022, https://twitter.com/goldngodsdesire/status/1554314716025163778.

[@phoneutrla]. “Antis Always Talk about a ‘Proshipper Art Style’ as If All Their Art Doesnt
Look like the Same Combination or Steven Universe and Creepypasta u Can Literally
Tell Someone Has Something like ‘Proshippers Kay Why Ess’ in Their Bio Just from
One Post.” Twitter, 31 Oct. 2022,
https://twitter.com/phoneutrla/status/1587043723514462208.

[@PYLLYGRAY]. “I’'m an Anti of Almost Every Harry Potter Ship and I’'m Not Afraid to Say
It.” Twitter, 22 Feb. 2023, https://twitter.com/pOllygray/status/1628578985075507202.

Porn for Cowards &4 [@cryptiicrose]. “@chocobeaus I Was Bullied by My Own Actual Real

Life Friends for My Homestuck Ships | Was Even Bullied by Antis on Fucking


https://twitter.com/seoltang_q/status/1461603515147726848
https://twitter.com/there_is_a_cat/status/1276631572129742848
https://twitter.com/thatfoltzkid/status/1674276611217055746
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MSPARP.” Twitter, 23 Aug. 2021,
https://twitter.com/cryptiicrose/status/1429674603497066502.

portgateas ace [@jirodiseu]. “Guys 1 Will Be Making a Killing Stalking Zine but the Rules Are
No Proship Content Is Allowed!!1!1!11 i.e No Killing and No Stalking Thank You.”
Twitter, 25 Nov. 2022, https://twitter.com/jirodiseu/status/1595996104503754753.

prey for the female [@repentgirl]. “@SPIDEYLECTER Uh Some 40 Year Old Karen with Kids
Who Ships Wincest and Uh, Is a Proshipper,,,, She Is Pretty Known in the Spn Fandom
for Harassing Both the Actors and Fans,,,,,.” Twitter, 2 May 2021,
https://twitter.com/repentgirl/status/1388939963509755908.

psych ward ninja [@sunfuckers]. “In Her Video She Talks about Proshippers Refusing to Watch
a Really Nuanced Video on Killing Stalking (Its a Good Vid Bw | Watched That When It
Was Released) and Now They’re Admitting to Not Watching Her Video on Da
Proship/Anti Discourse and Its Really Funny? I Love the Internet.” Twitter, 18 Aug.
2021, https://twitter.com/sunfuckers/status/1428006299237761030.

Rainy Studios — Patron Saint of Fujin == [@SamAburime]. “Has Anyone Ever Done a Deep

Dive into Steven Universe Anti-Fandom Because Honestly Back in 2015-2018 on
Tumblr That’s Where I Saw Most of This ‘If You like _ Character You’re a Bad Person,
Etc.” Directed towards a Kid’s Show and Affecting a Younger Audience.” Twitter, 27

Jan. 2023, https://twitter.com/SamAburime/status/1618777903579418625.

rasha C [@anakinstarlight]. “@kenobilore I’'m Not in the Hannibal Fandom but pro Ship Means

the Person Is Ok with Shipping Literally Anything like Incest and Age Difference e .”

Twitter, 16 Dec. 2021, https://twitter.com/anakinstarlight/status/1471403077244801027.
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razor [(@rxziels]. “@ChakatReverse @sheithpocalypse Fandom Police Basically... Antis Believe
That If You Ship for Example, Bum and Sangwoo from Killing Stalking, You
Automatically Support Abusive Relationships. They’ll Go around Accusing Artists and
Writers of Pedophilia Based off Their Works, Which Has Already Made a Teen +.”

Twitter, 3 Mar. 2021, https://twitter.com/rxziels/status/1366920583951351809.
Read pinned /Bio @ [@ ArtzyValentine]. “Fandom Is Sangwoo and Yoon Bum from Killing

Stalking. Technically Yes They Are Both of Age but It’s Clear as Fucking Day That This
an Abusive Ship Because One of the Party Is Getting Heavily Manipulated and Abused.
And Unfortunately It Is and Will Be a Proship.-.” Twitter, 1 Nov. 2022,

https://twitter.com/ArtzyValentine/status/1587498258913435649.
Ren ¢s € ps [@mastershearts]. “Harry Potter Antis Have to Be the Funniest Breed of Antis out

There Akmfdsk “Yes I Stan Literal Wizard Nazis but You Shipping Them with a Child Is
One Step Too Far.”” Twitter, 19 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/mastershearts/status/1627426968529473536.

ren [@leetaemlm]. “@zhonngli It’s like the Thing Weird pro Ship Hannibal Fans Use Idk
Whydjsjs.” Twitter, 26 Nov. 2020,
https://twitter.com/leetaemIm/status/1332087793384886272.

Restless [@Restless_]. “@GOODIESPROBLEM But Yeah Ok on Third Thought Don’t Look
Deep into Supernatural Fandom Stuff or You Will Find Literal Adult Xxx Stuff. The
J2/Wincest Side Is Absolutely Traumatizing, Worst Proshipper Stuff You Can Imagine.
The Misha Collins Half & Other Fandoms Are Much Nicer and More Normal Tho!”

Twitter, 5 Mar. 2023, https://twitter.com/Restless_/status/1632507673907191810.
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Rick Healey is trying to dodge like spammers [@TwoToTheFifth]. “@mjandersen @SignBeetle
| Still Am Anti-Ship with the Lapis from Steven Universe, Because She’s Very Clearly
Not in Any State for One.” Twitter, 22 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/TwoToTheFifth/status/1605972456480444429.

Rye [@sleepyhawks]. “Met a Bkdk Anti in Uni Today. Told Them Im a Bkdk Ride or Die. They
Just Stayed Quiet on That and Continued the Conversation with Me on My Hero
Academia. U See How Easy It Is to Co-Exist Lmao.” Twitter, 25 Aug. 2022,
https://twitter.com/sleepyhawks/status/1562842231987650574.

Saalastra [(@Saalastra]. “@sillylilbuddy Holy Shit Really? I Would Have Thought Proshipper
Was like, ‘pro (as in FOR) 2 Characters Being in a Relationship When in Reality They
Aren’t’ like How Everyone Wants Sam and Dean from Supernatural to Fuck Each
Other’s Butts. But It’s Actually Just Poblematic Relationships? Jfc.” Twitter, 19 Oct.

2022, https://twitter.com/Saalastra/status/1582853306291867648.

Sabrina %7} =¥ WE & KS [@Nevermore 82]. “Korean Lezhin Putting the Tag ‘Love’ on

Killing Stalking Is the Best Response to Antis ® Hittps://T.Co/uphxyPZER2.” Twitter,

19 Feb. 2021, https://twitter.com/Nevermore_82/status/1362715548430303233.

Sam [@___ SAMMX]. “I’ve Decided That I'm Gonna Keep Destiel/ Wincest/Sastiel/Wincestiel
Ships in My Life. But I No Longer Belong in the Supernatural Fandom. There’s Just Too
Much Hate in It, Too Many Antis, and Too Much Lgtbphobia.” Twitter, 13 Dec. 2022,
https://twitter.com/___ SAMMX/status/1602753601058635776.

Samoel, Bones doesn’t want to go! [@ManusaBlack]. “Fandoms I Am in: BBC Merlin, Doctor
Who, Sherlock, X-Men, Star Trek (TOS, TAS, ENT, TNG, DS9, VOY,SNW), Gotham,

Haikyuu, TBBT Fandoms | Was in: BNHA, Star Wars, Free!!, Marvel You Can Suggest


https://twitter.com/TwoToTheFifth/status/1605972456480444429
https://twitter.com/sleepyhawks/status/1562842231987650574
https://twitter.com/Saalastra/status/1582853306291867648
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Ships Any Non Pro Ships from These Fandoms :3.” Twitter, 24 Mar. 2023,
https://twitter.com/ManusaBlack/status/1639255112617951233.

Sango, Electric Miku Era [@LockWire228]. “Gonna Kms I Saw Cool Art and the Artist Is into
Mha Almost 30 Proship Had Mha Porn on Their Profile I Am Going to K/LL
MYS/ELF.” Twitter, 23 May 2022,
https://twitter.com/LockWire228/status/1528627527563874305.

Sans / Kaz #NNSGTWT [@Neferia3]. “CW PROSHIP YOU ALMOST 50 YEARS OLD AND

JOB LMFAOOOOO.” Twitter, 6 Oct. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Neferia3/status/1577984848068739073.

S a r a [@ChidoinOjouchan]. “@Sleeping_Aace @Piklesuke I Heard Some Antis Have Been
Showing the Kekma Website to Proshippers (the One with Gore and Very Disturbing and
Upsetting Imagery) Too For Example I Liked Killing Stalking as a Piece but Don’t Ship
the Main Two Because Iss Unhealthy. Nobody’s Being Protected, Just Harassed :(.”
Twitter, 9 July 2021, https://twitter.com/ChidoinOjouchan/status/1413455680678219780.

Savana ¥ [@onlyindreams97]. “Reylo’s Have Been Attacking and Threatening #JohnBoyega for
Years and the Second He Claps Back with a Humored Video Regarding It, y’all Cry

Harassment. Where’s the Logic? & #StarWars #antireylo.” Twitter, 11 Jan. 2020,

https://twitter.com/onlyindreams97/status/1215878760894992384.
scourge from the hit book series warrior cats [@ANIM3 _SCOURG3]. “I Dont Even like
Homestuck but Calling Nepeta a Proshipper Is Slander.” Twitter, 12 Feb. 2023,

https://twitter.com/AN1M3_SCOURG3/status/1624584100500602880.
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see pinned [@kahzuyas]. “@himeruP i1 Get It during My Supernatural Phase i Was Surrounded
by so Many Proship People Tand i Was like. 12 It Was Horribel.” Twitter, 28 Feb. 2022,
https://twitter.com/kahzuyas/status/1498099679443173376.

[@sendooku?]. “It’s Giving Superwholock Tumblr Klance Voltron Lemon Dead Dove Dan &
Phil AO3 2013 Vibes. Basically Back in That Horrid Time When Proshipping Was
Everywhere and Rampant.” Twitter, 6 Apr. 2023,
https://twitter.com/sendooku2/status/1644077682479493120.

Serina [@SerinaDraws]. “@ohshitkolen Probably My Hero Academia for Me. In My Opinion,
Everything Was Completely Ruined for Me Because of How Weird the Fanbase Was with
Sexualizing All the Characters and Making Weird Ships. I Couldn’t Watch It the Same Way
| Used to. @7 .” Twitter, 7 Jan. 2022,
https://twitter.com/SerinaDraws/status/1479446165221478407.

sha % , doodle comms ¥ [@Rendanhng]. “#Genshinlmpact #Genshinmoots Hello! I'm

Looking for Moots! " | Speak Both English and Indonesia, Lowkey Cosplays Crochet
Draw Proship (but Mostly Ships People in My Bio) 10% Kpop (I’'m an Old Shawol) 10%
Shitposts !! Minors, Homophobes, Antiship Please DNI !! Have a Kaveh M
Https://T.Co/B9aSkkR6K3.” Twitter, 23 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/Rendanhng/status/1628750407886585856.

shannon [@solversonlou]. “The Fact i’ve Seen Anti Killing Stalking People Who Are Also into
Devilman Crybaby and Ship the Main Abusive m/m Ship Is Buck Fucking Wild.” Twitter, 4
Feb. 2018, https://twitter.com/solversonlou/status/960080185461747712.

shay [@MEGIDOLAON]. “Openly Being a Harry Potter Fan with ‘Proship Dni’ in the Tags of

Ur Tiktok Is Crazy....... like Girl Ur Literally a Terf Supporter and Think u Have Room to


https://twitter.com/kahzuyas/status/1498099679443173376
https://twitter.com/sendooku2/status/1644077682479493120
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Criticize Anyone???” Twitter, 5 Feb. 2023,
https://twitter.com/MEGIDOLAON/status/1622230594871508992.

shezhead arc [@flamingarc]. “Just Saw a 14 Year Old Proshipper with a Genshin Impact Icon
Get Me out of Here Get Me out of Here.” Twitter, 28 Dec. 2021,

https://twitter.com/flamingarc/status/1475700667058642944.
shloka’ @ [@euphoriahobii]. “I Finished Reading Killing Stalking and Ppl Shipping Bum
and Sangwoo Makes Me Very Very Sick.” Twitter, 26 Dec. 2020,

https://twitter.com/euphoriahobii/status/1342827001082642432.

Series Is Literally Just a Bunch of Antis Fighting against the One Proship Bitch, Voldemort
(I Have Never Watched Harry Potter).” Twitter, 16 Sept. 2021,
https://twitter.com/LBMandirin/status/1438457993268535303.

[@Shushushuuuun. “AOIAOI SHIPPERS DNI SO AS ANY INC3ST AND PROSHIP SHIPS.
Basic Criteria, Mha and Dsmp Fans, Scott Defenders, People Who Use Terms
Loli,Trapito,Top,Bottom,Yaoi/Yuri.Get Tf out My Page.” Twitter, 10 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/shushushuuuun/status/1546331025436983298.

Sky ® & No.l Malewife [@Skymori_]. “@Ressow_Wundif @YEOJINFRONT

@imperialcoven @rennys_an_ass LMAO THEY BLOCKED ME TOO. God. Homestuck
Could Not Be More No Fucks given Proship If It Tried. The Story Includes a VAST
Amount of Incest, Abuse, Trauma, and Shipping, Literally within It’s Meta. Imagine Being
an Anti and Using It for Ur Lil ‘Gotcha!” Gif. OF VRISKA OF ALL PPL.” Twitter, 18 Oct.

2022, https://twitter.com/Skymori_/status/1582468943943725056.
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Sky [@RinSkyArt]. “@defectivePAKs The First Statement Really Left a Bitter Taste in My
Mouth Tbh. Antis and Their Victims Don’t Always Fit into Those Boxes and Sometimes
Even Fit into the Opposite. Sheith for Example Is the Most Fluffy Ship in VId, Meanwhile |
Know an VId Anti Who Is Crazy into ‘Killing Stalking.””” Twitter, 3 Feb. 2020,
https://twitter.com/RinSkyArt/status/1224225092734980096.

“Skywalker. Rhi Skywalker.” @), She/Her [@finnisajedi]. “What Always Gets Me Is When
Reylo Shippers Talk about Antis like ‘Why Are You Focusing on Something That Makes
You Angry?’ I Don’t Know, Maybe You Can Tell Us after Your 100th Hashtag Crusade in
Star Wars’ Mentions? Or We Can Reschedule after Your Bi-Weekly John Boyega
Slander?” Twitter, 2 Jan. 2021,
https://twitter.com/finnisajedi/status/1345514941298700302.

SMLN, Loki spoilers [@somaybelikeno]. “@SolarLilith I Know We Often Gush about How Big
Reylo Is Compared to Other Star Wars Ships, but in All Honesty, the Destruction of Those
Fandom Spaces Those Ships Could Have Had Because of Anti Behavior Is Nothing Short
of Tragic.” Twitter, 8 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/somaybelikeno/status/1413078379922923521.

snarry fan [@wangabooo]. “Went Priv. Antis Are Insane. Now I Can Talk about the Resurgence
of My Love for All Problematique Harry Potter Ships Freely. Those Being Snarry,
Draco/Literally Any Weasely, and Krum/Hermione.” Twitter, 11 Jan. 2021,
https://twitter.com/wangabooo/status/1348507515810500612.

SNOOP MOVED CHECK +# [@snoopp4chi]. “So Im Reading Killing Stalking and What the

Flying Fuck Every Single Romantic/Sexual Scene Is so Disgusting and Creepy,, How Do
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Some of y’all.. like Ship These 2... What’s Not Clicking.” Twitter, 13 Sept. 2020,
https://twitter.com/snoopp4chi/status/1305148820741857285.

Soggy Pretzelgetti [(@GettiRegretti]. “Friends Please Stop Liking the ‘Happy Bc Never Watched
Voltron/Unhappy Bc Watched Voltron” Tweet. The Poster’s Username Is Straight up ‘pro
Ship Do Not Interact’ I Never See Anti Shit on My Timeline Usually, but This One Keeps
Reappearing from IRL Friends. Block That Shit.” Twitter, 21 Nov. 2021,
https://twitter.com/GettiRegretti/status/1462464634166951942.

something about subs [@TestUser 444]. “@batbatter Someone Who Identifies Themselves as
‘Anti-Something’, Mostly Ships, but Sometimes Whole Shows or Books or Tropes. Like
Anti-Steven Universe, and Then They Harass People Who like or Create Fan Works for SU.
They Often Use Social Justice Language to Make Their Harassment Sound ...” Twitter, 19
Aug. 2020, https://twitter.com/TestUser_444/status/1295960246159126529.

[@somx7p]. “Killing Stalking Traumatised Me in a Way and I Still Hear Bitches Saying “OmG I
shOulNdt Be ShipPinG theM BuT-“ but What? Shut the Fuck up. Stop Romanticising
Mental Health Issues. It’s Not Cute, They Are Sick. Literally Just Shut the Fuck up. It
Makes Me Want to Throw Up.” Twitter, 17 Oct. 2020,
https://twitter.com/somx7p/status/1317569152475942912.

[@star less1984]. “Proshipper and Homestuck Jumpscare.” Twitter, 4 July 2023,
https://twitter.com/star_less1984/status/1676366546799558656.

stormy U ceasefire NOW [@haruujin]. “People Be Posting Dumb Shit and i Give Them the

Benefit of the Doubt and Try to Help Them, and Then i Go to Their Profile and Its like ‘30.

Proship. Antis Not Welcome. | Draw Homestuck, BNHA, Pokemon, Steven Universe, and
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Other Fandoms Primarily Inhabited by Children.”” Twitter, 17 May 2020,
https://twitter.com/haruujin/status/1262111117859409920.

street light [@Lampa20360011]. “@SpookyyySZN @TenhaTV (@kkarenal6 and If You’re Not
Familiar with What’s Going on, It’s about a War of a Ship of Two Characters Kaeya and
Diluc from Game Genshin Impact, Where They Are Confirmed to Be Sworn Brothers
[Google Definition If u DK] and Homophobic and Xenophobic Antis Keep Harassing the
Shippers.” Twitter, 7 Sept. 2021,
https://twitter.com/Lampa20360011/status/1435164905762705410.

sunny ¥ < & [@BDZrepackage]. “@juwonist Op Sounds like Those Hannibal Proship

Freaks, This Does Not Bring Back Pleasant Memories.” Twitter, 10 Jan. 2022,
https://twitter.com/BDZrepackage/status/1480681960041189378.

[@sunnyscumsock]. “Proshippers Trying to Talk Antis out of Attacking People over Fictional
Ships Insert That One Steven Universe Future ‘Change’ Clip.” Twitter, 28 May 2023,
https://twitter.com/sunnyscumsock/status/1640836336797245440.

Sweet [(@caprisunsweet]. “For Example, Compare Naruto and My Hero Academia; Both Are
Based around Groups of Young Students (Middle to High School Age) and Both Have a
Very Active Shipping Fanbase around Those Characters. Except There’s a Pretty Vocal
Group Saying Any Shipping of BNHA Characters Is Wrong +.” Twitter, 13 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/caprisunsweet/status/1547224907364311040.

Sydmish [@Sydmish1]. “I Don’t Understand How People Can Ship Hannigram and Call
Themselves Antis You Guys Know They...Murder People...Right? Hannibal Literally Had a

Crush on His Aunt? You Guys Know the Source Material Is INHERENTLY Taboo Right?
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https://twitter.com/BDZrepackage/status/1480681960041189378
https://twitter.com/sunnyscumsock/status/1640836336797245440
https://twitter.com/caprisunsweet/status/1547224907364311040

170

Wait till They Find out Hannibal Eats People = .” Twitter, 15 Mar. 2021,

https://twitter.com/Sydmish1/status/1371317106814316552.

tasi ?! [@sapphicsjem]. “Being a Spn Stan Is Already the Biggest Red Flag but. People Who
Skipped S1-3, Sam Antis, Ppl Who Ship Sam with His Abusers, Ppl Who Say That Sam Is
the Straight Ally of Tfw.” Twitter, 3 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/sapphicsjem/status/1411217397785104386.

tatianna [@mrsnanami?7]. “The Fact That Castiel Is Inspired by Cassiel the Archangel Who Fell
in Love w a Human Who Basically Became His Downfall from Heaven/Death. BUT SPN

WANTED INCEST SHIPPERS TOWIN & & & & .” Twitter, 30 June 2023,

https://twitter.com/mrsnanami7/status/1674854065522499595.

Team Free Will 2.0 Here we go! [@TFW2pointO]. “@Hasnaa Aladdin Angry BECAUSE of
Destiel. He Wasn’t a General Anti Who Might Hate Mm Ships or Supernatural. It’s a Term
Meant to Point out That Not All Destiel Shippers Are like This, but Discuss the Toxic Ones.
He & Others Call Sastiel Homophobic & Invade Our Tags & Harass Us.” Twitter, 19 Feb.
2021, https://twitter.com/TFW2pointO/status/1362789575781801985.

[@TEAR_OUT _MYSELF]. “I LOVE PONYTOWN ISTG AUFNSIVNE except for the Mha
Section Theyre Fucking Weird with Their Proshipping Nd Such but Otherwise 10/10.”
Twitter, 29 Dec. 2022, https://twitter.com/tear_out_myself/status/1608516370425344000.

Tenokol, Writer of stories [@tenokol]. “@Kaeos Tennyo I Blocked Them, but a Troll That Put
Their Anti-Destiel/Would Ruin the Show/Jensen’s Uncomfortable/Show Him Respect/Tags
Him in Their Hate/ Argument in the Supernatural and Destiel Tags to Ensure Ppl Would
See It. The Irony, Destiel Would Ruin SPN for Them but They Ship Samifer.” Twitter, 10

Mar. 2019, https://twitter.com/tenokol/status/1104789476281331718.


https://twitter.com/Sydmish1/status/1371317106814316552
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TEZ ! [@tezcity]. “@R3D Homestuck a Proshipper Is Someone Who Supports the Shipping of
Illegal or Toxic Ships, an Ex Would Be a Minor and an Adult.” Twitter, 8 Apr. 2023,
https://twitter.com/tezcity/status/1644734798668378114.

TGC @ baby mode PFP < (Stan John Boyega) % [@severn_studios]. “@g0lden  One
@praisethelamps @katentrsthevoid @Samuma I’ll Give You a Bit of a Hint: The R****g
Got Together with Some Voltron Fans and Invented Proshipping Back in 2016.” Twitter, 9
Dec. 2021, https://twitter.com/severn_studios/status/1468900285514977280.

That Guy = Kai [@datkai_yuno]. “What Do You Guys Think about Klc/Lck Antis of This

Generation? What’s Make Them Thinking like That? I Mean 15 Years Ago in Supernatural
Fandom, People Ship SamDean Were Very Chill Tho. And Yes i Was Still a Minor at That
Time but It Did Not Look so Chaos like These Days.” Twitter, 14 Feb. 2021,
https://twitter.com/datkai_yuno/status/1360868016217448452.

That Spaghetti Person [@DangerHissy]. “@FuckOffGiorno Idiot with Just a Toe in

Fandom. Completely Nuts. This Is Why I Don’t Use Tumblr Anymore. The Supernatural
and Torchwood Ship Wars, Ron and Snape-Antis Etc. I Don’t Have to Be a Victim to Have
the Right to Write Kink without Hate. Wtf Happened to YKINMK(BYKIOK) and
DL:DR?!” Twitter, 23 May 2020,
https://twitter.com/DangerHissy/status/1264197850319159296.

the fujoker [@yurihorrors]. “@megumikinnie i Feel like a Lot of like the Benign like Normal
Seeming Language Also Gets Co-Opted by the Wrong People like Cringe Culture Is Dead
and like People Use It to Justify Liking le Harry Potter and the Other One i See a Lot Is like
Proship Lang Being Watered Down.” Twitter, 6 Nov. 2022,

https://twitter.com/yurihorrors/status/1589382190953291776.
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The Rizzler @ - @ (Leo) [@Kaeru legs]. “@leeronlittner @sludgebeast Imma Be Real I'm
Fucking Old Idk What Half This Abbreviated Shit Means | Thought pro Ship Was about
My Hero Academia until like Yesterday, Was Literally Even a Fan of Their Art. Punch in
the Gut to See a Slur on Their Page and Then Them Defend It. Like You Could Have
Apologized?” Twitter, 10 Mar. 2023,
https://twitter.com/Kaeru_legs/status/1634014075465105408.

there will be no horses [@ArtistFailure]. “Hey i’m a Homestuck Proshipper so This Is a Good
Blocklist. i like the Fandom Being Freaky.” Twitter, 4 Apr. 2022,
https://twitter.com/ArtistFailure/status/1511077516181655565.

TheStrawberrySystem (F; Host CF; Kai) [@StrawberrySyst3]. “Our DNI List: MAPS Zoos Anti-
Proship Exclusionist Anti-Endo EDtwt/SHtwt Steven Universe Based Acounts Anti-Fictive
Harassers Trump Supporters Christian Based Accounts Transphobes Homophobes Anti-
Xenogender Anti-Neopronouns We Will Add onto This as Time Goes By!” Twitter, 11 May
2022, https://twitter.com/StrawberrySyst3/status/1524428948880470017.

Tim Corbin Am [@TheTripleEight]. “@dastardlyvillen Yeah ‘Reylo Shipping’ Is the Worst
Fucking Thing to Happen to Star Wars. They’re All Toxic and Should Fuck off Away from
My Fanbase.” Twitter, 24 Feb. 2022,
https://twitter.com/TheTripleEight/status/1496963486970413057.

tiny nic [@tiny_matsu]. “@BRUNOMADRIGAL THATS NOT WHAT PROSHIP MEANS Ffs
I Loved Killing Stalking but I Don’t Think Murder and Rape Is Ok What the Fuck.”
Twitter, 20 Apr. 2022, https://twitter.com/tiny_matsu/status/1516586810268389380.

toska [@toskal121]. “@TheRandomNika No, *pro*shippers Named Themselves in Response to

Self-Named *anti*shippers. The Latter Harassed Shippers for Their Ships Bc They Saw
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Those Ships as Immoral. Antis Started in the Voltron and Star Wars Fandoms and Then
Spread from There.” Twitter, 13 Mar. 2021,
https://twitter.com/toskal121/status/1370773447664672769.

TROSKLLTXTROLLSZZZ [@TROSKLLTXTROLL1]. “Genshin Impact Is Thousand Times
Better than Cookie Run Also Cookie Run Is the Place Where Proshipping Is INSANELY
COMMON Just like FNAF.” Twitter, 24 Apr. 2022,

https://twitter.com/TROSKLLTXTROLL1/status/1518099623037992961.

UKIYO ¥ ! [@grassyplanet]. “Time to Do the Thing Where You Look for Moots: #encantotwt

: minor (See Carrd for Pronouns &) : se Asian (Gmt+8) : nsfw/Lewd/Proship DNI

& G &2 Im a Minor Lmao : also like Saiki k, Undertale, Steven Universe and to Your

Eternity!! Like/Rt/Reply ‘Hi Caz’ or Smth to Become Moots.” Twitter, 28 Dec. 2021,

https://twitter.com/grassyplanet/status/1475704762720915457.
Val m [@valn9 ]. “LITTERALLY EVERY VOLTRON FAN I SEE IN 2021 IS PROSHIP

PLEASE.” Twitter, 14 Feb. 2021, https://twitter.com/valn9_/status/1360771958812598274.

val [@TECNINE]. “Y’all Laugh at Stereotypical Homestuck Losers, but They’re Really All
Anti-Feminist Cishet Nts Who Ship Abuse, Pedophilia, and Incest.” Twitter, 24 Oct. 2015,
https://twitter.com/ TECNINE/status/657776628064382976.

[@ValkrisScreams]. “I Think about This Daily Because the”’pro Ship” / ‘Anti’ Discourse Was
Defined in a Totally Different Was Pre-Voltron. The Voltron Fandom Twisted the Meaning
of Those Terms and It WORKED in Their Favor so Every Other Fandom Afterwards Used
It as a Blueprint.” Twitter, 13 Apr. 2023,

https://twitter.com/valkrisscreams/status/1646509387798781953.
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Valkylander &’ [@Piklesuke]. “@C4binetdave @superfellaz3 @mayafeyinroblox Dude,

Antiship Came First. It Came from ‘Antishaladin’ When Antis Moved from the Voltron
Fandom into Othet Fandom Spaces. ‘Proship’ Was Coined in Response. It Isn’t Short for
Anything, It’s pro Ship.” Twitter, 22 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/Piklesuke/status/1550281550553645058.

Vee *¥%. [@Veesfruitsnackz]. “They Also Are an Incest Shipper and One Time I Brought It up

like This: Me: Ew [ Don’t like Proshippers. They Ship Siblings and People with Bad Age
Gaps. Friend: Omg Same They’re so Annoying. Me: You Are a pro Shipper. You Ship Sam
and Dean (Supernatural) and Thor and Loki (3/5.” Twitter, 29 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/Veesfruitsnackz/status/1674438481181913092.

Veremisia [(@veremisia]. “@kazuqius Ah Yes, Genshin Imapct, I Know That Game! It’s Kinda
like Genshin Impact, but Much Better! In That Game, All Ships Are Canon, Antis Don’t
Exist and Everyone Respects Each Other, It’s Amazing! You Should Play It, Yup Yup.”
Twitter, 31 May 2021, https://twitter.com/veremisia/status/1399460828051644416.

vi [@khsohe]. “Or That Time When 1 Tweeted Abt How Killing Stalking Wasnt a Yaoi or
Whatever and a Bunch of Proship Ppl Qrtd Me Getting Mad but Also That Tweet Got like
13k Likes so i Was Too Famous to Care.” Twitter, 28 Oct. 2022,
https://twitter.com/khsohe/status/15858113716897095609.

Victor ©;, COMMISSIONS OPEN [@Mokciel 5]. “Un Popular Opinion The Hannibal Famdom

Is Hella Toxic and All That pro Ship Bs Is out of the Rails , Stalking the Actors Is Truly
Unexplainable and All the Death Threats Like TF Are Yall Children ? If You Are Gonna
Do Anything Act Appropriately #Hannibal #unpopularopinion.” Twitter, 14 July 2021,

https://twitter.com/Mokciel5/status/1415193162239430656.
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Vii (e [@RABITS]. “Literally Would Rather Ask Someone Publicly Wearing Steven

Universe Pins Who Their Least Favorite Gem Was and Why than Even Look in the
Direction of Someone with a Proshipper Pin.” Twitter, 3 Sept. 2021,
https://twitter.com/RABITS/status/1433588519189032960.

weedsmokerlvl10 #CeaseFireNOW [@jegbertsfeet]. “#tenormancest If You Post Homestuck
Proship (or N$fw) Im Gonna Hunt You and Suffer (TENORMANCEST IS CRINGE AND
DOGSHIT) Https://T.Co/VYPI1EsjoNH.” Twitter, 24 May 2023,
https://twitter.com/jegbertsfeet/status/1661380279007584259.

weird whore wednesday [@peppernsfw]. “Why Would Anyone Even Want to Be in the Harry
Potter Fandom at This Point. All the People Making Good Content Were Shooed Away. the
Tag Is Probably Just Straight Proship Horrors Now Right.” Twitter, 11 Dec. 2021,
https://twitter.com/peppernsfw/status/1469713481431662596.

welli 7 (1) [@wellioi]. “@beomkaiis That and Ppl Shipping Those Killing Stalking Guys 2 .”
Twitter, 24 Oct. 2021, https://twitter.com/wellioi/status/1452381901231173633.

wendy ; #bluebeetle €@ #FALLOUT 2024 [@_grogu]. “A Group of People Thinking Their
‘Huge Corner of Fandom’ Is Responsible for Disney Losing Tens of Millions of Dollars
Simply Because They Won’t Make Merch of Their Favorite Character Is Mega YIKES!
‘Pandemic?? What Pandemic????’ &s) @ R*ylos #starwars #antireylo.” Twitter, 22 Nov.
2020, https://twitter.com/_grogu/status/1330633213748899841.

wert [@wertisdumb]. “I Do This Just to Scare Antis from Tik Tok & But | Really Love Them
All (I Have Million Other Ships but This Are My Fav) #Genshinlmpact #xiao #qiqi

#Alhaitham #haitham #dori #nahida #scaramouche #wanderer #dottore #sayu #kazuha
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#razor #klee #paimon #lumine #traveler #proship Https://T.Co/0aPYsmVnOb.” Twitter, 15

Apr. 2023, https://twitter.com/wertisdumb/status/1647231185636950018.
wifey era & O [@TempestPaige]. “@Siirriius She’s a Semi Popular Youtube Whose Mad Anti

Ship Videos in the Past and Has a Huge Hateboner for Stuff like Steven Universe and
Reylo.” Twitter, 17 Nov. 2020,
https://twitter.com/TempestPaige/status/1328812172173074434.

witchy “ alex/olph brainrot [@witchy writes_s]. “One of My Old Fandom Friends Was the

Reason Why | Even Started Watching Voltron and They Even Shipped Sh/Eith at First but
Then They Started to Agree with Antis and VId Critical and | Started Reblogging s/Heith
and Other Ships Only to My Sideblog (That Later Became My Main) —.” Twitter, 23 July
2019, https://twitter.com/witchy_writes_s/status/1153714544763723776.

Written_Seraphs ps [@WSeraphs]. “#Antis Hate That #Endeavor and #ReiTodoroki Are

Married, but When Anyone Dares to Bring up #Endhawks or Any Other MLM Endeavor

Ship, They’re like ‘ENDEAVOR IS MARRIED!!!” ‘ENDEAVOR AND REI ARE
GONNA STAY TOGETHER!!!” ‘ENDEAVOR IS STRAIGHT!!!” &2 & (eel o0 #FMHA

#BNHA #MyHeroAcademia Https://T.Co/Xbkgja6BnD.” Twitter, 16 Mar. 2023,
https://twitter.com/WSeraphs/status/1636495529054969856.

xXx Kalen xXx [@98untitled]. “Me and Summie Running from Chikorita Stans and Steven
Universe Antis.” Twitter, 12 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/98untitled/status/1414643126153658369.

[@yngbloodtheory]. “I’m so Desperate for #supernatural Mutuals Who Don’t Ship W*#*##* op
D****** Where Are All the Fellow Anti Shippers at.” Twitter, 11 Nov. 2018,

https://twitter.com/yngbloodtheory/status/1061755117010120704.
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[@yoinkpriv]. “Never Watched Star Wars, but Fictional Villains Is Different than Proship. Incest
Is Gross. Proship Is Gross. Me Saying You Shouldnt Condone Incest Is Not Saying You
Shouldnt Enjoy Villains Because Most Villains Dont Partake in Fucking Incest.” Twitter, 18

Aug. 2023, https://twitter.com/yoinkypriv/status/1692741979384287517.

yoohoo PH [@ughliessankyuu]. “Wait What— Are You Really Shipping Sangwoo (Killing
Stalking) with Anyone??? =& ” Twitter, 20 July 2020,
https://twitter.com/ughliessankyuu/status/1285267583415906310.

YOURS TRULY, PEACH ¥ [@PRETTIESTPEACHH]. “— DNI LIST ; FNF DNI, LEWD DNI,
IRL ACCS DNI, DNI IF PROSHIP, SEXIST, RACIST, ETC. DNI IF ASSOCIATED
WITH KILLING STALKING, CREEPYPASTA, MOST EXES, ETC.” Twitter, 12 Apr.
2023, https://twitter.com/PRETTIESTPEACHH)/status/1645945082917388288.

Yu [@Yuresl]. “@ComicsByVieN There’s a Common Misconception That Proship =
Supporting Pedophilia, When the Actual Definition of pro Ship Is ‘Do Not Harass Ppl for
Ships’. And That Has Become the Latest Issue to Defend against for Some Reason.
Shipping Discourse Honestly Became Worse after Voltron Lbr.” Twitter, 19 Apr. 2021,
https://twitter.com/Y uresl/status/1384287716594962435.

yves & [@jennietron_]. “Hi V1d Twt -Im Yves -19 Yrs Old -Bi -ANTI pro Ship X -
Mainly Ship Klance/Heith -Not New to VId but New to the Fandom -Nsfw (Kinda) -Kpop
Gg Stan (Mainly Bp, Le Sserafim, Aespa) Https://T.Co/11KpfYgaYS.” Twitter, 9 May
2023, https://twitter.com/jennietron_/status/1655792082563260418.

Z [(@Z06779252]. “(@staringatya [ Was 12 & around Alot of Antis, I Felt so Ashamed & Was
Bullied for Liking Incest Ships in Homestuck (Even Though They’re Genetic Clones

Basically) | Hated Myself for so Long, Thought Something Was Wrong w Me until |


https://twitter.com/yoinkypriv/status/1692741979384287517
https://twitter.com/ughliessankyuu/status/1285267583415906310
https://twitter.com/PRETTIESTPEACHH/status/1645945082917388288
https://twitter.com/Yuresl/status/1384287716594962435
https://twitter.com/jennietron_/status/1655792082563260418

178

Realised It’s Cartoons n Who Fucking Cares!!” Twitter, 19 Oct. 2022,

https://twitter.com/Z06779252/status/1582562975587569664.
Zev-0-ween @ =s [@hrts4sapnapp]. “@lostinduat Literally!! I Have No Interest in Genshin

Impact but I Ship Kaleuc or However You Spell It out of Pure Spite Bc of Anti’s.” Twitter,

28 Feb. 2021, https://twitter.com/hrts4sapnapp/status/1366094403278954498.
Z.exe = [@ZerOBrainWaves]. “@peachykaveh @Tanuki Tav @_Exuberant (@GenshinImpact

Eimiko Is Also a Proship Goofy What Are You Babbling About.” Twitter, 27 June 2023,
https://twitter.com/ZerOBrainWaves/status/1673547479692763136.

ZOMBIEE ;; [@uranianCatfish]. :*:33 < What Ships in Homestuck Are Considered Proship?
Just so i Can Avoid Them !! ;” Twitter, 8 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/uranianCatfish/status/1545519482487062528.

(Zora) Mostly gone [@Laundry Pool]. “’Do No Harm, but Take No Shit" Welcome to My
Twitter! -Mostly Retweets/Talking about Life and OCs -Fandom- Involved in Many Video
Games, Anime & Fantasy Stories -Current Obsessions: Genshin Impact, Bungou Stray
Dogs & OCs -Always down to Chat! -NO Pro*ship/Gross Shit
Hittps://T.Co/LNxXAd74fY.” Twitter, 11 Nov. 2022,
https://twitter.com/Laundry_Pool/status/1590889666886381568.

Py == ® [@deusericusl]. “@AmazingMagda The ‘pro’ Means Opposite of ‘Anti’. On Tumblr
They Started Calling Themselves Anti-[Ship Name] (Back Then It Was, like, Zutara and
Voltron Stuff), so in Response to That People Who Were Trying to Enjoy Their Ships
Started Calling Themselves pro-[Ship Name].” Twitter, 24 July 2022,

https://twitter.com/deusericusl/status/1551281591728701440.
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4 ¢.leo . c #. [@espadagalaxia]. “No Thoughts Only How My Ex Used to Be Obsessed with
Supernatural and Su and Then after We Broke up i Connected the Dots and Realized She
Was Proship... God.” Twitter, 17 July 2021,
https://twitter.com/espadagalaxia/status/1416205345576398850.

65 [@so_tand61]. “#kaeluc #luckae Well, Hi Everyone! I Am Kinda New to Genshin
Impact in General and Recently | Have Started Liking This Ship. | Am Aware That This
Ship Has Quite a Lot of Antis to It . Despite That, the Amount of Fanworks Encouraged Me
to Draw Them Together.” Twitter, 1 July 2022,
https://twitter.com/so_tan461/status/1542733802975293441.

<9, [@unkillability]. “@rowdyfop Sry Idk If u Want an Answer Fr but It STARTED w
Hannibal Fandom Proship Freaks to Signal Their Stance Its a Whole Thing i Wish i Knew
Less Abt Lol but the Inverse/’anti” Symbol Is (Meat Not Mutton Emoji + Knife) & the
Rainbow + Mutton Thing Just Spread beyond Hannibal Stuff X x.” Twitter, 15 Mar. 2021,

https://twitter.com/unkillability/status/1371294219260809217.

7% Shay @® [@ChaOticAc3]. “@marakasayal @EmilyButHorny AH SHIT % I'm Not a Star
Wars Fan Lmao & Ah Man That’s Fuckin Funny as Hell. % % % I’'m on Ang’s Side. If

You Look at My Card I’'m Proship so We Good Lmao %@ Glad to Know We Are Glad to
Go to the Defense of Others.” Twitter, 31 Oct. 2021,
https://twitter.com/ChaOticAc3/status/1454899473667211266.

B 7 U A [@kurimu27]. “@makeaproshipper While I Haven’t Read the Webcomic,
Apparently There Are Now Antis Who like Killing Stalking despite Hating It for Years All

Because They Can ‘Critically Consume It without Shipping the Main Characters’ or Some


https://twitter.com/espadagalaxia/status/1416205345576398850
https://twitter.com/so_tan461/status/1542733802975293441
https://twitter.com/unkiIIabiIity/status/1371294219260809217
https://twitter.com/Cha0ticAc3/status/1454899473667211266
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Bs like That.” Twitter, 3 Jan. 2021,
https://twitter.com/kurimu27/status/1345628248672124929.
" allura brainrot @ [@allurcat]. “Trying to Find Voltron Moots! - I’'m Not New the Fandom,
Been Here since 2017 - i Prefer +17-18 Ppl as i’m Almost 20 - Don’t Be a Proshipper or
Proshaladin Ew.” Twitter, 17 Feb. 2023,

https://twitter.com/allurcat/status/1626386608814522371.
@ andrew, gf lovebot @ [@falciente]. “-- Byf - i Think Anti’s Are Ridiculous, Just Navigate

Away from My Page. - i Ship Sheith, If Thats a Bother. - i Read Killing Stalking and May
Post about It, If That Bothers You. No, 1 Do Not Agree with the Characters’ Actions. - No
Terfs / Homo/Transphobes / Racists / Etc.” Twitter, 29 July 2018,
https://twitter.com/falciente/status/1023437427736829952.

2 murf @ @ © @ [@grdngnstic]. “Y¥ — Hi! Im Finnegan/Ruben (Finn and Rue for
Short) - He/lt - 6teen :P - Gay, Polyam, T4t Trans Man - My Special Interests Right Now
Are Adventure Time and Steven Universe! - Nsfw, Proship, & Bigots Dni - i Post Lots of
Multifandom Stuff :D Https://T.Co/bSelc4m8aS.” Twitter, 2 Sept. 2022,

https://twitter.com/grdngnstic/status/1565789050426073089.

massy ** [@furyohsa]. “In Fandom Discourse ‘Anti’ Is Short for ‘Anti-Shipper’ despite the

Recent Attempts to Shift the Meaning by Members of Said Group. It Originated in Steven

Universe & Voltron Fandom Spaces & Was a Self-1dentifying Term for People Who Were

Openly against Certain Ships.” Twitter, 21 Jan. 2020,

https://twitter.com/furyohsa/status/1219560517720793089.


https://twitter.com/kurimu27/status/1345628248672124929
https://twitter.com/allurcat/status/1626386608814522371
https://twitter.com/falciente/status/1023437427736829952
https://twitter.com/grdngnstic/status/1565789050426073089
https://twitter.com/furyohsa/status/1219560517720793089
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Appendix A: Search Terms Utilized by Fandom

Genshin Impact: Genshin Impact Anti Ship, Genshin Impact Anti shipping, Genshin
Impact Pro Ship, Genshin Impact Proshipper, Genshin Impact Pro Shipping

Killing Stalking: Killing Stalking Antis, Killing Stalking Anti Ship, Killing Stalking Anti
shipper, Killing Stalking Pro Ship, Killing Stalking Proshipper, Killing Stalking Pro
Shipping

Harry Potter: Harry Potter Anti Ship, Harry Potter Anti Shipping, Harry Potter Pro Ship,
Harry Potter Pro Shipping, Harry Potter Proship

Hannibal: Hannibal Anti Ship, Hannibal Pro Ship

Homestuck: Homestuck Anti Ship, Homestuck Pro Ship, Homestuck Proship, Homestuck
Proshipper

My Hero Academia: MHA Anti Ship, MHA Antishipping, My Hero Academia Antis,
MHA Pro Ship, MHA Pro Shipping, My Hero Academia Pro Ship

Star Wars: Star Wars Anti Reylo, Star Wars Anti Ship, Star Wars Pro Ship, Star Wars Pro
Reylo

Steven Universe: Steven Universe Antis, Steven Universe Anti Ship, Steven Universe
Proship, Steven Universe Pro Ship, Steven Universe Proshipping

Supernatural: SPN Anti Ship, Supernatural Anti Ship, SPN Pro Ship, Supernatural Pro
Ship, Supernatural Proshipper

Voltron: Legendary Defenders: VLD Anti Ship, Voltron: Legendary Defenders Anti Ship,
VLD Pro Ship, Voltron: Legendary Defenders Pro Ship, VLD Proshipper, VLD
Proshipping
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Appendix B: Graphs of Coding Results

Total Main Code Appearances

36 34
|III.II--

[DIS] [CAS] [M] [DS] [C] [DA] [F] [DOA] [PDIB]
Main Codes

Figure 2: Total Main Code Appearances.
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Figure 3: Tweets Containing Main Codes.
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[DIS] Subcode Appeareances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies
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[DIS] Subcodes

Figure 4: [DIS] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Post and Replies.

[CAS] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies
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Figure 5: [CAS] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Posts and Replies.
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[M] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies
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Figure 6: [M] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Posts and Replies.

[DS] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies
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Figure 7: [DS] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Posts and Replies.
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[C] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies
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Figure 8: [C] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Post and Replies.

[DA] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies
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Figure 9: [DA] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Posts and Replies.
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[F] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies

100
80
2 60
3
E 40
20 13 18
m B - - : o 2z
0 [ | [ — — —
PSOG PSR [Fa] ASOG ASR PSOG PSR [Fb] ASOG ASR
[Fa] [Fa] [Fa] [Fb] [Fb] [Fb]

[F] Subcodes

Figure 10: [F] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Posts and Replies.

[DOA] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship
Original Posts and Replies
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Figure 11: [DOA] Subcode Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Posts and Replies.
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[PDIB] Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original
Posts and Replies
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Figure 12: [PDIB] Appearances Amongst Anti- and Pro-ship Original Posts and Replies.



